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�3��5������:��3 of living 
in a pandemic means we’ve 
never thought so much about 
health and hygiene. Being 
mindful of everything from the 
air we breathe to the surfaces 
we touch (or don’t touch) has 
turned many of our homes into 
safe and sanitary sanctuaries.
 !e technology industry has noticed. 
Innovations in electronic devices and 
other tech items are streaming into 
the marketplace, with an emphasis on 
cutting-edge solutions to purify the 
air, clean our surroundings and re"ne 
touchless technology. 
 Every January, tech innovations and 
thousands of new products with the po-
tential to transform lives are presented 
at the massive CES (formally called the 
Consumer Electronics Show), usually 
held in Las Vegas. !is year’s CES, 
produced by the Consumer Technology 
Association, occurred completely on-
line. Nearly 2,000 companies unveiled 
products.
 !e "rst-ever digital CES showcased 
large and small air puri"ers, voice-
activated and touchless appliances with 
ultraviolet light sanitizers, and anti-germ 
gadgets galore, as well as items to moni-
tor household water and electric use. 
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 Individuals with allergies or asthma 
are well acquainted with air puri"ers, 
which remove particles and pollutants 
to improve indoor air quality. But the 
COVID-19 virus made air quality an 
obsession and puri"ers are having a 
moment — especially ones that are more 
mobile, energy-e#cient and e$ective at 
air "ltration. HEPA air "lters — long 
considered the industry standard — 
have been joined in the puri"er arena 
by UV light and other forms of virus-
disinfecting technology.
 Many new air puri"ers are not cheap or 
small and are more suited for businesses. 
One puri"er in the in-between size and 
price range is the Brondell Pro, which 
lists "ve types of protection, including 
a UV disinfection lamp and a “plasma 
generator,” which generates negative ions 
to eliminate microorganisms. It cleans a 
538-square-foot area and is $650.  

 You’ve probably seen 3M’s Filtrete air 
"lters for home HVAC units. !e company 
rolled out two air puri"ers — one for 
smaller spaces (150 square feet) for $275 
and a second for larger areas (310 square 
feet) for $329.
 Other new air puri"ers are smaller 
and mobile. !e LG PuriCare mini air 
puri"er weighs in at a little over 1 pound 
and quietly runs for up to 8 hours on a 
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rechargeable battery. It can be operated via a smartphone app 
and costs $150. At the same price and weight is the new Luft 
Duo portable air puri"er. It doesn’t require a "lter, cleans about 
120 square feet and costs $150. !e FrescheAir puri"er "ts 
in your your vehicle’s cup holder, is 
motion-activated, plugs into a USB car 
charger and costs $100.
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 Many of the top touch-free devices at 
CES for the kitchen and bath are pricey, 
such as Kohler’s Konnect touchless 
kitchen faucet (voice- and motion-
activated, $950), which monitors water 
use. It’s more costly cousin, a Kohler 
hands-free “no-touch %ush” toilet, opens 
and closes automatically and %ushes with 
a wave of the hand. Moen has a similar 
“smart faucet.”
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 Remaining in the very expensive 
but interesting category is an LG 
refrigerator that automatically opens 
and closes with voice commands, 
complete with UV light built into the 
water dispenser, at about $3,000. 
 A more practically priced home 
device from Kohler and powered by 
Phyn is a DIY home water monitor 
that can detect leaks and tell you how 
much water each "xture uses. It is 
expected to cost about $300.
 !e 2O!ce Antimicrobial 
Backpack by Targus can hold a laptop 
and has an antimicrobial-infused 
protective "nish on major touch points 
that creates a cleaner surface to help 
prevent microorganism growth. !ere’s 
no guarantee that it will 
stop the COVID-19 
virus, though. It will 
cost about $120.
 Numerous gadgets 
touting germ-killing 
UV light sanitizers 
showed up at CES, 
but consumers should 
read the "ne print. 
!ese gentler versions 
of high-intensity UV-C 
lights used in hospitals 
usually require extended 
shine time to eliminate germs and some viruses from a surface, and 
there’s no promise they will kill the COVID-19 virus.
 While these purifying products are taking center stage, cleaner 
indoor air and germ-free surfaces will probably remain in 
demand long after pandemic fears subside.
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