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t H e  f o l K s  i n  b e e  cav e ,  just west of Austin, don’t pay much attention to
Punxsutawney Phil on Groundhog Day. Instead, they rely on an armadillo
named Bee Cave Bob on February 2 to prognosticate the arrival of spring.
Bob has served the role since 2012.

’Dillo Day

Tex ASCOOppOwer .COm
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twosday
February flaunts a special tuesday
this year with a rare numerical align-
ment: 2/22/22. and twice that day, 
at 2:22, deuces are really wild.

(if you insist on using the 24-hour
clock, the second instance of twos
aligning that day will be 22:22.)

mpupaO bOpa
alublujlTHE BABY OF THE
FAMILY ALWAYS ...

Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. email your short responses
to letters@TexasCooppower.com or
comment on our facebook post. Include
your co-op and town. 

below are some of the responses to
our December prompt: the hardest job
in the world has to be … 

A single mom. 
T I S h  C O r T I n A S
C O S e r v
m C K I n n e y

That’s easy. utility lineman.
G I n A  S C h u lT e  h A l l e
v I A  f A C e b O O K

Still being a rancher in Central Texas 
when you are 88 years old.
S C O T T  S I n G l e T O n
p e D e r n A l e S  e C
m A r b l e  f A l l S

Taking care of your aging, ailing parents.
m A r y  D I A z
G r Ay S O n - C O l l I n  e C
S h e r m A n

The caretaker of a spouse with dementia.
S h A r O n  m A r T I n
u n I T e D  C O O p e r AT I v e  S e r v I C e S
G r A n b u r y

To see more responses, read 
Currents online.



50 years
of easy Joe 
Mr. Coffee, the first
automatic drip 
machine for home
use, started making 
it a little easier to 
get going in the
morning in 1972.

the nation’s
electric co-ops
have deployed
enough wind

and solar power
capacity to

serve nearly

homes.

2.7
million
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a  t e x as  a & M University professor has developed water-based
nanocoatings that, when added to military uniforms, protect against
fire and UV light and change color in the presence of certain chemicals.

The softness of cotton and the strength of nylon are typically com-
promised when a protective property is added, but Jaime Grunlan has
come up with a nontoxic solution that can add protection without
changing the structure of the fabric. He hopes this technology can also
benefit nonmilitary protective clothing.

Best Dressed 

E72�p����l2o�c7�p
enter contests at
texascooppower.coM
$500 recipe contest 
Stone fruits  
focus on texas pHotos 
Industrial    
recoMMended reading
Chet Garner visited another west Texas
spot with keepsakes from a musical leg-
end, roy Orbison, in Wink’s Spectacle
from September 2019.
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TCP Talk

a wonderful flick 
“It is nice that this old black-and-
white movie, It’s a Wonderful
Life, is still a treasure. I bet it
will be for another 75 years.”
s t e p h a n i e  r i g g i n
B l u e B O n n e t  e c
l O c k h a r t

looking out for bison
I was born in the Ozarks at Evening
Shade, Arkansas, but I got here as quickly
as I could. I married a native Texas girl 
20 years ago.

I am a true Texas history buff and love
your monthly stories. I had never heard 
of the Texas State Bison Herd [Last of
Their Kind, November 2021]. Please 
keep the stories coming.

J.D. perkins III
bluebonnet eC
red rock

reaching readers
Carpe Diem, Mom [December 2021] 
so aptly expressed Babs Rodriguez’s 
feelings in a clear and fun way. It also
demonstrated her love of her parents
and family, which is always nice to hear.

Greg Sethness
Central Texas eC
Sunrise beach

snowbird love
My husband and I are winter
Texans. Your magazine
teaches us about our 
winter home state and pro-
vides us with travel ideas
while we are there.

merlene S. Dezur
neC Co-op energy
milwaukee, wisconsin

true to Her word
I live in the Maverick commu-
nity [Biography of a Word, 
November 2021]. My house is
near the old Maverick School,
which I love to photograph. 
A roadside marker dedicated
to Maverick is nearby. And,
yes, I am a maverick.

Sherry york
via facebook
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w r i t e  t o  u s
letters@TexasCooppower.com

editor, Texas Co-op power 
1122 Colorado St., 24th floor
Austin, Tx 78701 

please include your electric 
co-op and town. letters may 
be edited for clarity and length.
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chair Gary raybon, el Campo • vice chair Kelly lankford, San Angelo
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what one animal
said to another [Safe
Passage, november
2021]: “Oh, let’s
don’t cross here.
let’s go down to 
the land bridge,
which is 5 miles
south of here. It’s
much safer.”
J O h n  p e r r I n
v I A  fA C e b O O K
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Ready to get your own Zoomer?  We’d love to talk to you. 

Call now toll free and order one today!  1-888-690-0245  
Please mention code 116376 when ordering.

The Zoomer and Zinger Chairs are personal electric vehicles and are not medical devices nor wheelchairs. They are not intended for medical purposes 
to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. They are not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid.  © 2021 Journey Health and Lifestyle 85

03
2

The Zoomer’s versatile 
design and 1-touch joystick 
operation brings mobility 
and independence to those 
who need it most.

Finally . . . a better mobility solution 
than Scooters or Power Chairs.

If you have mobility issues, or know someone who 
does, then you’ve experienced the difficulties faced 
by millions of Americans.  Simple tasks like getting 
from the bedroom to the kitchen can become a 
time-consuming and potentially dangerous ordeal.  
You may have tried to solve the problem with a 
power chair or a scooter but neither is ideal.  Power 
chairs are bulky and look like a medical device.  
Scooters are either unstable or hard to maneuver.  
Now, there’s a better alternative . . . the Zoomer.  

My Zoomer is a delight to ride!  It has increased 
my mobility in my apartment, my opportunities to 
enjoy the-out-of-doors, and enabled me to visit 
the homes of my children for longer periods of 
time.  The various speeds of it match my need for 
safety, it is easy to turn, and I am most pleased 
with the freedom of movement it gives me.  

Sincerely, A. Macon, Williamsburg, VA

After just one trip around your home in the Zoomer, 
you’ll marvel at how easy it is to navigate.  It is 
designed to maneuver in tight spaces like doorways, 
between furniture, and around corners.  It can go 
over thresholds and works great on any kind of floor 
or carpet.  It’s not bulky or cumbersome, so it can roll 

right up to a table 
or desk – there’s 
no need to transfer 
to a chair.  Its sturdy yet lightweight aluminum 
frame makes it durable and comfortable.  Its dual 
motors power it at up to 3.7 miles per hour and its 
automatic electromagnetic brakes stop on a dime.  
The rechargeable battery powers it for up to 8 miles 
on a single charge.  Plus, its exclusive foldable design 
enables you to transport it easily and even store 
it in a closet or under a bed when it’s not in use.  

Why spend another day letting mobility issues 
hamper your lifestyle?  Call now and find out how 
you can have your very own Zoomer.  

12”

Folds to 12” in seconds

Swivel Away 
Footrest

Powerful Battery/ 
Dual Motors

Joystick Control 
(adaptable left or right)

Sturdy & 
Lightweight 
Frame

Comfortable 
Seating

Easy to use
joystick control

Zoomer conveniently rolls 
beneath table or desk

Now 
available 

with sporty 
two-arm 

lever steering
(Zinger Chair)  
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A
Whole
New

Ballgame
The booming business 
of esports finds eager 

participants in rural schools
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B y  c h r i s  B u r r O W s

AbOve ryan Conger competes in the 2021
nbA 2K league playoffs four years after an
ACl tear ended his college baseball career.
Conger said he planned to use his winnings 
to help his father open a food truck.

Rounding third base in a baseball game in 2017, the
LeTourneau University sophomore hit an uneven
spot in the field. He heard a pop in his knee and
knew right away it was his ACL. He was gutted.

“I was like, man, if I don’t have baseball, I really don’t
know what I’m going to do,” he said. “I make good grades,
but it was only because I wanted to play baseball.”

Sidelined with what can be a career-ending injury, Con-
ger channeled his competitive energy into a video game
called NBA 2K. The native of Palmer, south of Dallas,
worked his way up the basketball game’s rankings, playing
against others from around the world, and was drafted in
2018 by a professional competitive gaming affiliate of the
Dallas Mavericks NBA team.

In September, Conger and his team won their second
straight championship on a virtual basketball court, mark-
ing Conger as one of the best NBA 2K players in the world
and earning him a cut of a half-million-dollar prize. His
competitive career wasn’t over; it just looks a whole lot
different now.

Conger and his teammates occupy one of the many big
and bright stages of competitive video gaming—known as
esports—and their work and winnings are made possible 
by the booming new industry that attracts 26.6 million
monthly viewers who watch gamers compete in a vast array
of virtual venues. Beyond sports games, the online universe
extends to strategy and battle arena games and even tradi-
tional board games, like chess. 

Esports brought in more than $1 billion in revenue for 
the first time in 2021 and has given rise to a whole host of
career paths for professionals in marketing, information

technology, game design, broadcasting and many other
fields—in addition to the game-playing pros on arena
stages and online. Now educators at schools are preparing
students to take advantage.

“Esports is not the five professionals sitting on the stage,”
said Matt Tarpley, a member of the Texas Scholastic Esports
Federation board. “There’s 10 times more people behind
the scenes doing all sorts of other work.”

In 2018, Tarpley approached the principal at the high
school in Merkel, west of Abilene, where he worked in IT.
He pitched a gaming team that would be managed by an
esports-centered marketing class.

“I said, ‘Man, I don’t necessarily understand this, but I do
understand that our kids are going to be into it, so let’s try
it,” Principal James Stevens said. Tarpley taught the class
and coached the team, and more than two-thirds of the
school’s students expressed interest in the class.

“We used to get in trouble for playing video games, but
now it’s really cool because we see that video games help us
develop our problem-solving skills, our critical-thinking
skills,” said Jansen Wilhite, who took over for Tarpley in
2021. “These are all great skills to have for when we enter
the job force.”

Wilhite grew up with video games, playing Donkey Kong
as a child and World of Warcraft with her husband as an
adult. Her degree is in microbiology, but she teaches physics
and now Merkel’s gaming course, where her students learn
all about the types of video games, how they’re developed
and how to foster positive gameplay environments.

“I never anticipated a career in video games, but here we
are,” Wilhite said. “It’s really cool for me to get to use both
halves of myself at work.”

Ryan Conger thought his 
athletics career was over.
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Wilhite also runs Merkel’s after-school esports team, which
competes in online chess and other video games against
teams across Texas. Like the team at Sabine High School, in
Upshur Rural Electric Cooperative’s territory in Northeast
Texas, where technology director Randy Cox was surprised
by the buy-in he received from the superintendent.

“When you tell someone you want to start a program
where we do competi-
tive video games, I ex-
pected to get a little
bit of a laugh, but he
was very supportive,”
Cox said. “It’s one
more thing that
students can get involved in with our school.”

Merkel, Sabine and more than 400 other high schools
across Texas now field esports teams, and even some mid-
dle schools are beginning to form clubs—part of a pipeline
forming to feed some 250 colleges across the country that
offer nearly $15 million in scholarships to esports competi-
tors and to feed the array of fields that support all of it.

Dallas public schools boast 60 esports clubs, but rural
districts like Merkel and Sabine are making sure their
students don’t get left behind. They’re working coopera-
tively to learn what’s working and what isn’t, how to get
buy-in from administrators, where to get resources for

computers and equipment, and how to form leagues while 
the University Interscholastic League ponders official esports
inclusion. Not every school has gamers on staff, fast internet 
or money for high-powered computers.

“Our rural schools in our area have always said, ‘Hey, we
understand that we can’t do this by ourselves, but if we come
together, we can get things done,” said Shawn Schlueter, a

technology consultant who works with educators in 13 coun-
ties. “We’re starting to see that where administrators and even
interested teachers are calling us and saying, ‘You know, I see
that [esports] could be valuable. How do I get going with it?’ ”

That value extends beyond the classroom. Esports can have
profound benefits for students who aren’t interested in tradi-
tional sports, extending to them the positive effects of team
building, communication and community support that have
long been available to athletes.

“I always say that esports programs are primed for the kids who
slip through the cracks of schools,” Schlueter said. “Even in a rural
school where everybody has to do something, there are groups of

Esports brought in more
than $1 billion in revenue
for the first time in 2021. 

Now educators at schools
are preparing students 
to take advantage.

Ar
en

A:
 JI

m 
CO

w
Se

rT
, 2

02
1 n

bA
e |

 G
eT

Ty
 Im

AG
eS

. C
el

eb
rA

TIO
n:

 C
Ou

rT
eS

y p
Sy

On
Ix

 ll
C.

 pl
Ay

er
S:

 C
Ou

rT
eS

y T
ex

AS
 w

eS
le

yA
n 

un
Iv

er
SI

Ty



Tex ASCOOppOwer .COm februAry 2022  TEX AS CO-OP POWER 11

Go online to watch the
university of north Texas
take down lSu in a national
playoff game.

kids that do nothing, and this helps engage those kids.”
Principal Stevens has seen it firsthand at Merkel. 
“It’s attracted a lot of the kids who showed up at 8 and

left at 4,” he said. “I’ve seen better participation, better
grades, better attendance out of all those students, and it
gave them something to be proud of involved with the
school.”

Some of those students followed Tarpley to McMurry
University in Abilene, where he now coaches the esports
program.

“They’re on track to get a degree all because of esports,”
Stevens said.

In Texas, dozens of smaller and lower-profile col-
leges like McMurry are cashing in by enticing competitors
with scholarship money. The University of North Texas and
the University of Texas at Dallas field some of the most com-
petitive esports programs in the nation, part of a burgeoning
esports hotbed in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex, where the
$10 million Esports Stadium Arlington—the largest such
venue in North America—has space for 2,500 spectators. 

But there are opportunities everywhere for esports pro-
fessionals like Kyle Murto. 

He was preparing for a college soccer career when a
string of injuries put him in the hospital, where he cracked
open his laptop and climbed the ranks. Pro teams didn’t
come calling, but Blinn College did. Now Murto helps
coach the Brenham-based school’s esports team, which
competes against Division I giants—and wins. 

“Smaller schools don’t have that name recognition, so 
we have to go out and make a name for ourselves before the
universities really get into the game,” Murto said.

At McMurry, Tarpley is focused on education and per-
sonal growth, not wins and losses. He holds workshops for
content creation, personal branding and livestreaming and
finds graphic design, statistics, broadcasting and other
work for students to master. 

“Everybody wants to be in this space,” he said. “It’s going
to be everywhere eventually. It’s just a matter of time.”

Tarpley’s team meets regularly with a mental health
coach—esports’ version of an athletic trainer—and he
strives to make sure women are included in an activity that’s
been dominated by men. He’s not forming the next Ryan
Conger but the next Jansen Wilhite—multiskilled gamers
and leaders who can cultivate programs like Merkel’s.

“I had several local schools call me, several local princi-
pals that know me. They’re like, ‘Hey, we hear y’all are
doing esports. Can you tell me about it?’ ” Stevens said. 
“Of course, my first thing is, to be really successful you have
to have a Matt Tarpley.” D
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Dallas, site of last year’s nbA 2K playoffs.
ThIS pAGe ,  frOm TOp The merkel high School
esports marketing class hosts a tourna-
ment. university of north Texas students
celebrate at a national tournament. Texas
wesleyan university students compete.





STRETCHING
THE BLANKET
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MR. RODEO
M i lt  H i n K l e , aka Mr. Rodeo, first glimpsed daylight
in 1881 on the patch of Texas Panhandle that became
the town of Bovina, which grew from a camp that
was part of the XIT Ranch. In 1904, he claimed, Hinkle
became the second man to accomplish the act of
bulldogging, first performed by the Black cowboy
Bill Pickett and known today as steer wrestling. In
another boast, Hinkle bragged that he was the first 
to apply the term “rodeo” to a roundup event.

In 1919 a Saturday Evening Post correspondent
wrote about having seen Hinkle suffer a hip injury 
at a rodeo in Bovina. Three months later, having
escaped from the hospital, Hinkle was spotted in
Cheyenne, Wyoming, by the same reporter, who
described him as “a howling, squawking maniac,”
hobbling on crutches as he got ready to bulldog.

The Laredo Times credited Hinkle with the world
record for bulldogging from an automobile travel-
ing at 68 mph in 1931. That same year, he agreed to
stand in for an “aerial bulldogger” in Nuevo Laredo
during the annual Washington’s Birthday Celebra-
tion. As Mr. Rodeo prepared to leap onto the run-
ning bull, however, el toro turned and charged the
aircraft, wrecking it. The border paper reported that
Hinkle was not seriously injured.

Decades later, however, Hinkle repeatedly told
scribes that he landed successfully on the bull,
breaking its neck, and that he himself suffered a
crippling hip displacement. Mr. Rodeo had become
a promoter, and before his death at 91, he relived
the wild old days, lugging his scrapbooks around 
to reporters and writing for True West and Frontier
Times Magazine.

B y  g e n e  F O W l e r  •  i l l u s t r at i O n s  B y  d O u g l a s  j O n e s

Outlandish characters
and hard-to-believe
yarns dened the early
days of Texas rodeo 

hgIOg Dgl-gm Hackberry Slim Johnson came

clean in 1956 when he described the 1906 train-jumping accident

near Dalhart that cost him half a leg. “I’ve told so many damned

lies about losing that leg,” he told an interviewer. But soon after

this brief walk on the straight and narrow path of truth, Johnson

reverted to his usual yarn about losing the appendage in a “wreck

with a wild horse.”

Even though lies might be too harsh a term for the tall tales

whipped up by early rodeo cowboys, Johnson was simply follow-

ing the Texas tradition of stretching the blanket. Even when 

characters like him, Buck Steiner, Milt Hinkle and Foghorn

Clancy told the truth, the stories still sounded like whoppers.

In its beginnings in the late 19th century, mirroring the re-

cently shuttered American frontier, rodeo presented a vast stage

for self-invention. “For decades, rodeo was busy defining itself,”

says W.K. Stratton, author of Chasing the Rodeo and other books.

“The sport was based on the Mexican charreada tradition, which

subsequently inspired ‘cowboy contests’ on ranches and in small

cattle towns in the West. The advent of Wild West shows and 

their showbiz elements influenced rodeo as well. 

“There was no national sanctioning organization, no set rule-

book, so rodeos varied from town to town. People expected to be 

entertained, and cantankerous old-timers were always a big draw.

While elements of showbiz remain, today rodeo is made up of sanc-

tioned athletic contests with standardized events and judging.”

But in its wild and woolly days of old, characters ran the show.
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FOGHORN
o n e  y e a r  yo u n g e r than Hinkle, famed rodeo announcer
Frederick Melton “Foghorn” Clancy tried his hand at bronc
riding in an 1898 cowboy tournament in San Angelo. The contest
was won by the great Samuel Thomas “Booger Red” Privett,
the Erath County native whose legend says he was never
thrown, no matter how “outlaw” a horse he drew. And while
Foghorn didn’t fare so well in the saddle, the experience opened
another career door.

Clancy was working as a hand on the Hittson Ranch in Palo
Pinto County when the Spanish-American War broke out. 
He quit to join the Army but was turned down for being
underweight, so he began selling newspapers in the health
resort town of Mineral
Wells, bellowing head-
lines to drive sales. Local
press observed that he
“sounded like a foghorn
at sea,” which provided a
nickname and a second
job as town crier. “I would ride horseback through the little
resort,” he wrote in his 1952 autobiography, My 50 Years in
Rodeo, “singing out about the attractions at the summer
opera house or pavilion.”

Clancy’s stentorian reputation had preceded him in San
Angelo, and after his unceremonious buck-off, the folks
hosting the ropin’ and ridin’ contest offered him a job as
announcer. This was a time before public address systems,
but Foghorn lived up to his name, announcing rodeos from
one-horse Western towns to Madison Square Garden.

Shortly after he died in 1957, the Hereford Brand reported
on a quest by Fort Worth’s Pioneer Days celebration, held 
at the historic stockyards, to find the loudest Texan. Clancy
would have been a shoo-in, and organizers recalled how, 
in “the old days of the rodeo, the mighty voice of the late
Foghorn Clancy rattled the windows.”

BUCK
b o r n  i n  b as t r o p in 1899, T.C. “Buck” Steiner lived
to see two centuries turn. But long before he died in
2001, the crusty cowpoke had packed several life-
times into one.

He started early, leaving grade school to pursue
the cowboy life. After driving cattle through the
streets of Austin, he left home at age 12 to perform
in rodeos and Wild West shows, sharing bills with
the likes of Annie Oakley and Tom Mix. Steiner
demonstrated proficiency at roping, wrestling and
riding spirited stock, but he developed a specialty of
riding bulls facing backward. As he recalled in end-
less press features, riding backward was far more
lucrative than riding frontward.

Around age 16 he worked for a time at the San
Antonio Stockyards. Then at some point, according
to the biography of Buck in the Handbook of Texas,
a law enforcement career was cut short when he
shot at a carload of politicians while working traffic
management during a parade. While trailing cattle
from Mexico to San Antonio, Steiner reportedly
downed a few drinks with Pancho Villa. Later, it’s
said, he bent elbows with Al Capone.  

Back home in Austin, where a German immigrant
ancestor had owned the town’s first harness and
saddlery shop, Steiner bought and sold land, oper-
ated his own touring rodeos, rented his stock to
other rodeos, and opened Capitol Saddlery in 1930.
News reports say that he had as many as 96 saddle
makers working for him and supplied Montgomery
Ward and Sears, Roebuck and Company. In a 1950s
rodeo tour of Cuba with Gene Autry, Autry and
Steiner got caught up amid Fidel Castro’s revolu-
tion. An emergency call to Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson
saved their bacon.

The Steiners have been called the royal family of
rodeo. Son Tommy Steiner ran the rodeo business
until closing it in 1984, and grandson Bobby Steiner
won the bull riding world championship in 1973.
Buck’s great-grandson, Sid Steiner, won the steer
wrestling world championship in 2002.

“I would ride horseback
through the little resort
singing out about the
attractions at the summer
opera house or pavilion.”

a,Dc-Ohhm idbe
towa r d  t H e  e n d of his long life, Hugh “Hackberry Slim” Johnson II carried his scrapbooks
around to newspaper offices in towns where he’d rodeoed in days gone by. Time and again the
“only one-legged bronc buster, bulldogger, steer rider and calf roper” in rodeo told the story 

of his first prosthetic leg, made from a hackberry tree. He talked about
working on the XIT and rodeoing with Hoot Gibson and Will Rogers,
about the time he drove a bull through a Georgetown furniture store
and about winning all-around cowboy in Harlingen in 1933.

He often talked about bison. Hackberry bought his first bison, named
Chihuahua, in 1923 and was still producing his “buffalo rodeos” in his 
80s. “When I die, I want to go in style,” he often said. “With my boots on.

Dancing, maybe, or maybe while riding a buffalo.”
In 1979, shortly after appearing in the Willie Nelson film Honeysuckle Rose, the 91-year-old

white-whiskered cowboy danced to Nelson’s band playing Milk Cow Blues, then sat back down
and slipped into the sunset. D

“When I die, I want to
go in style. With my
boots on. Dancing,
maybe, or maybe while
riding a buffalo.”
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Think you can’t afford to go solar?
Call now and get the most efficient solar available² 
for as low as $79/mo.³

Book your free consultation today.
833-667-1688 | www.SunPowerOffer2.com

$750
VISA REWARD
CASH REBATE1

PLUS, GET AN
EXCLUSIVE

$0
FOR QUALIFIED
CUSTOMERS

DOWN

26%
FEDERAL
TAX CREDIT4

1 Rebate Terms: Before rebate costs will vary, depending on system specifications. Check with your SunPower installation contractor to confirm participation with this offer. Rebate cannot be combined with 
any other SunPower offer. This offer is only available to customers who purchase a new, complete SunPower system, excluding customers who purchase a new home with existing solar installed. Rebate 
may not be applied to quotes on existing proposals or past purchases. The Solar Rebate Form at sunpowerrebate.com, Rebate Code: DM750, must be completed and submitted within 90 days of 
installation date. Rebate Forms submitted without proper documentation and signatures will be subject to delays and/or cancellation. LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE PROCESSED. Please allow 3 to 7 
weeks for processing. Other terms and conditions apply. Void where prohibited. Reward Card: SunPower Visa Reward Card issued by The Bancorp Bank, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa 
U.S.A. Inc. Reward Card expires six months from the date of issuance. Reward Card is subject to The Bancorp Bank’s terms, restrictions, and conditions, available at: 
https://www.thebancorp.com/support/fisgift/terms/. The Reward Card is not redeemable for cash. This promotion is not sponsored by or endorsed by The Bancorp Bank or Visa. Offer expires 3/31/22.

2 Based on datasheet review of websites of top 20 manufacturers per IHS, as of April 2021.
3 For qualified customers only. Monthly payments will vary, based on system configuration and financing option chosen. Failing to make monthly payments on time may result in higher APR, additional fees, 

resulting in higher monthly payments.
4 Incentives, rebates, and tax credits vary and are subject to change. Not all customers qualify for the Federal ITC. SunPower does not warrant, guarantee or otherwise advise its customers about specific 

tax outcomes. Consult your tax advisor regarding the solar tax credit and how it applies to your specific circumstances. Please visit the dsireusa.org website for detailed solar policy information.
©2022 SunPower Corporation. All Rights Reserved. SUNPOWER and the SUNPOWER logo are registered trademarks of SunPower Corporation in the U.S.
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Is it possible that the mind of a scientist can create beauty and romance better 
than Mother Nature? �e Ultimate Diamond Alternative®, DiamondAura®, 

was created with one mission in mind: To create brilliant cut jewelry that allows 
everyone to experience more clarity, more scintillation and larger carat weights 
than they have ever experienced. We’ve taken 4.5 total carats of our diamond 
alternative and set them in a three-stone drop necklace—the result is our most 
stunning, �ery, faceted design yet! In purely scienti�c measurement terms, the 
refractory index of these stones is very high, and the color dispersion is actually 
superior to mined diamonds. 

Perfection from science. We 
named our brilliant cut alternative stones 
DiamondAura® because “they dazzle 
just like natural diamonds but without 
the outrageous cost.” We won’t bore you 
with the incredible details of our scienti�c 
process—we’ll only say that it involves the 
use of rare minerals heated to a temperature 
nearly as high as 5,000˚F. �is process can 
only be accomplished through the use of 
very modern and expensive laboratory equipment. �e result of this process is a 
clear marvel that looks better than the vast majority of mined diamonds. Don’t 
believe us? �e book “Jewelry and Gems – �e Buying Guide” praised the technique 
used in our diamond alternative. “�e best diamond simulation to date, and even 
some jewelers have mistaken these stones for mined diamonds,” it raved. 

The 5 C’s. Our 3-Stone Classique Necklace retains every jeweler’s speci�cation: 
color, clarity, cut and carat weight. �e �fth C? We’re throwing the chemistry in for 
free. �e transparent color and clarity of our diamond alternative DiamondAura® 
emulates the most perfect diamonds—D Flawless: Both are so hard they will cut 
glass. �e brilliant cut maximizes the �re and radiance of the stone, dispersing the 
light in an exquisite rainbow of colors.

Rock solid guarantee. �is .925 sterling silver necklace features three 
brilliant, prong-set DiamondAura® rounds with a total carat weight of 4.5. Try the 
DiamondAura® 3-Stone Classique Necklace at $39 for 30 days. If for any reason 
you are not satis�ed with your purchase, simply return it to us for a full refund of 
the item purchase price.

THE FIFTH C?
Cut, Color, Carat, Clarity…
Chemistry?

Stauer® | A F F O R D  T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y ®

You could spend over $4,000 for a 
similarly designed necklace and with 
LESS “fire” than our DiamondAura®

Jewelry Speci�cations:
• 4.5 ctw of the Ultimate Diamond Alternative® DiamondAura®
• .925 sterling silver setting
DiamondAura 3-Stone Classique Necklace

 $299  $39* + S&P  Save $260
* Special price only for customers using the offer code below.

1-800-333-2045
Your Offer Code: DAN153-01

Stauer, 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. DAN1g3-01, 
Burnsville, MN 55337  www.stauer.com

Necklace enlarged to show brilliant detail.

$39
Stauer®

Impossible Price 
ONLY

COMPARE THE BRILLIANCE, FIRE & PRICE
Mined Flawless DiamondAura

 Diamond Necklace
Hardness Cuts Glass Cuts Glass
Cut (58 facets) Brilliant Brilliant 
Color “D” Colorless “D” Colorless
Clarity “IF” Clear
Dispersion/Fire 0.044 0.066
4 ½ ctw Necklace $4,000+ $39
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Presidents’ Day Special ENDS  
Monday, February 28th
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contact. 2No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available from third-party lenders to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No Finance Charges 
will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, 
which are independently owned and operated under Central Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Austin and San Antonio. North Texas 
Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.
com. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
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By Sharon Jayson
eep in the loblolly pine forest near Smith-
ville, tucked away from public view for 
more than four decades, a trail of knowl-
edge was blazed that may someday lead to a 
cure for cancer.
   Some of the best and brightest minds in 
science and medicine gathered to work in 
a research center on 69 acres adjacent to 

Buescher State Park in Bastrop County. Their inconspicuous facili-
ties left very conspicuous advances in medicine.
   The roster of researchers who toiled in the Lost Pines area include 
the homegrown Texan who won a Nobel Prize for discovering a 
way to stimulate the human immune system to attack cancer cells 
(immunotherapy) and the Texas-educated molecular biologist whose 
research team proved that smoking causes lung cancer.
   The idea factory in the forest was known simply as Science Park to 
those who worked there, as well as to the locals who were proud of 
their neighbor. Although few outsiders knew of this hidden gem, its 

research into the origins of cancer and cancer prevention made it an 
international star.
   Now, the site that’s been part of The University of Texas MD An-
derson Cancer Center is no longer in use. Work there ceased at the 
end of 2021. The land is for sale by the University of Texas System, 
but the property’s deed stipulates that the next owner must continue 
to use it as a research facility. 
   Texas lawmakers established Science Park in 1971. After that, the 
University of Texas System Cancer Center in Houston (now MD 
Anderson), acquired 717 acres of forested land that surround Sci-
ence Park’s facilities. 
   The research center’s first laboratory was an old Pullman railroad 
car. Science Park opened to researchers in 1977 after additional labs 
and a conference center were built.
   For those who worked there both recently and decades ago, the 
setting was idyllic, with lunchtime hikes, eating outside at picnic 
tables and watching deer and roadrunners. 

great

MD Anderson’s Science Park near Buescher State Park has 
closed after more than 40 years of  

remarkable research. The scientists who worked there recall 
groundbreaking ideas that took root in the serene setting. 

IN 
THEpines
minds

D
Continued on page 20
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research into the origins of cancer and cancer prevention made it an 
international star.
   Now, the site that’s been part of The University of Texas MD An-
derson Cancer Center is no longer in use. Work there ceased at the 
end of 2021. The land is for sale by the University of Texas System, 
but the property’s deed stipulates that the next owner must continue 
to use it as a research facility. 
   Texas lawmakers established Science Park in 1971. After that, the 
University of Texas System Cancer Center in Houston (now MD 
Anderson), acquired 717 acres of forested land that surround Sci-
ence Park’s facilities. 
   The research center’s first laboratory was an old Pullman railroad 
car. Science Park opened to researchers in 1977 after additional labs 
and a conference center were built.
   For those who worked there both recently and decades ago, the 
setting was idyllic, with lunchtime hikes, eating outside at picnic 
tables and watching deer and roadrunners. 

Sharon Dent was among 
some 50 employees who 
gathered for an outdoor 
farewell to Science Park 
on June 29, 2021, which 
included a group walk on 
the path looping around 
the site. They signed an 
enlarged aerial campus 
photo that now hangs 
near Dent’s office at an 
MD Anderson research 
facility in Houston. Photo 
by Adolfo Chavez III, The 
University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center

Continued on page 20

“Being in a 
park with 
deer and 
roadrunners 
and baby foxes 
running by, we 
were immersed 
in the nature of 
the place.”

— Sharon Dent, Science 
Park’s director from 2010 

until it closed in 2021

Researchers could eat 
lunch at tables on the 
patio of Laboratory 4, 
which was built in 2009. 
It was one of the last 
facilities constructed at 
Science Park.

All Science Park photos 
courtesy  
MD Anderson  
Cancer Center
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   That daily interaction with 
nature fostered creativity and 
provided the right backdrop 
for pioneering breakthroughs. 
    One of the first scientists to 
arrive was Jim Allison, a recipi-
ent of the 2018 Nobel Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine. 
Allison studied T cells, known 
as the soldiers of the immune 
system because they fight 
cancer, bacteria, viruses and 
other abnormal cells. His work 
defined the basic structure of 
immune cells, which led to his 
discovery that an individual's 
own immune system could 
attack tumor cells. He left Sci-
ence Park in 1984 for the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, 
but returned to MD Anderson 
in Houston in 2012.
    He has received numerous 
other awards and honors over 
the years, and today holds 
multiple titles, including chair-
man of the Department of Im-
munology at MD Anderson. 
    “I have nothing but fond 
memories of the great team 
and incredible atmosphere at 
Science Park,” Allison said in a 
written statement to Bluebon-
net Electric Cooperative for 
this story. “After beginning 
my research on T cells there, 
then returning to MD Ander-
son three decades later, it was 
another full-circle moment to 
welcome researchers from Sci-
ence Park to Houston this sum-
mer (of 2021) and to share some nostalgia 
for a very special place.”
      Molecular biologist Moon-shong Tang 
overlapped with Allison for a few years 
at Science Park, having been recruited to 
the rural center in 1982 from his post as a 
research associate at Washington University 
in St. Louis. 
   “The location is just ideal,” said Tang, who 
spent 17 years at Science Park. “It was a 
really, really good environment. We were all 

“I have 
nothing 
but fond 
memories 
of the great 
team and 
incredible 
atmosphere 
at Science 
Park.”

— Jim Allison, 
recipient of a 

2018 Nobel Prize, 
reflecting on his time 

at the facility

“We were all pretty young and we 
became a really tight community and 
very good friends. We’d have dinner in 
Bastrop or Smithville, and after dinner, 
have discussions about science.”

— Molecular biologist Moon-shong Tang,  
who spent 17 years at Science Park beginning in 1982

pretty young and we became a really tight 
community and very good friends. We’d 
have dinner in Bastrop or Smithville, and 
after dinner, have discussions about science.”
   “The people there just loved science. There 
was a lot of talent, and it was very novel 
research,” he said.
   Tang left Science Park in 1999 to join 
New York University at the NYU Grossman 

Jim Allison was one of the first scientists to arrive at at the research facility 
in the woods. He began his study of the structure of immune cells there. 
He was awarded the Nobel Prize in 2018 while working at MD Anderson 
in Houston, and today is the chair of the cancer center's Department of 
Immunology. By the late 1970s, Science Park had grown to include the 10,000-square-foot J.J. ‘Jake’ Pickle Conference Center, in the foreground 

of this aerial photo. The center had a 300-seat auditorium for research seminars and conferences.

Sign of the times: A photo from 1977 at the Science Park entrance. At that time, only four buildings had been completed.

Continued from page 18

Continued on page 22
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“I have 
nothing 
but fond 
memories 
of the great 
team and 
incredible 
atmosphere 
at Science 
Park.”

— Jim Allison, 
recipient of a 

2018 Nobel Prize, 
reflecting on his time 

at the facility
By the late 1970s, Science Park had grown to include the 10,000-square-foot J.J. ‘Jake’ Pickle Conference Center, in the foreground 
of this aerial photo. The center had a 300-seat auditorium for research seminars and conferences.

Sign of the times: A photo from 1977 at the Science Park entrance. At that time, only four buildings had been completed.

The first laboratory at Science Park was a hand-me-down Pullman 
rail car, left. In the mid-1970s, above, dignitaries study plans for the 
facilities. From left, Bastrop County Judge Jack Griesenbeck, Smithville 
Mayor Albert Crawford, U.S. Congressman Jake Pickle and Dr. R. Lee 
Clark, president of what was then called the UT System Cancer Center 
(which later became MD Anderson Cancer Center.)

‘’
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School of Medicine. His work provided 
proof that smoking causes cancer by linking 
a powerful carcinogen found in cigarette 
smoke to mutations in a gene associated 
with more than half of all cancers and 70 
percent of lung cancers. 
   “All the work that laid the foundation for 
my work, I did in Smithville,” Tang said. 
“I feel I owe them a lot. It is a quite unique 
place to do science and I miss it very much 
to this day.” 
   Officially the campus name was the 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center Science Park. In1998, the name 
‘‘The Virginia Harris Cockrell Cancer 
Research Center’’ was added to the official 
name of the facility. It was shuttered because 
MD Anderson chose to consolidate its 
cancer research in Houston as part of an 
expansion project and because it would cost 
up to $100 million to repair and upgrade 
the center’s aging buildings. 
   The UT System is offering the property 
with approximately 150,000 square feet of 
buildings, laboratories and other improve-
ments for sale. No list price has been stated. 
    Bastrop County officials fought unsuc-
cessfully to keep the research center open. 
The 2019 announcement of Science Park’s 
impending closure was “a devastating blow 
for many people in the county,” said Adena 
Lewis, Bastrop County’s director of tourism 
and economic development.
    “People had given their careers to be out 
there. Being a part of something that was so 
important to science was really great,” she 
said. “We felt like by supporting them, we 
were supporting their work.”
   Though the pastoral setting of Science 
Park has been replaced by the urbane and 
massive Houston complex, the research 
continues.
 Sharon Dent was the director of the 
Science Park from 2010 until its closure. 
She moved from the wooded campus to 
Houston last summer and is now the chair 
of, and a professor at, MD Anderson's 
department of epigenetics and molecular 
carcinogenesis. 
    Science Park was designed “to understand 
how the environment influences cancer 
development and cancer risk,” with a focus 
on DNA repair, she said.
   “Back in the 1970s, it wasn’t really 
understood how a lot of those things like 
chemicals or sunlight influence whether a 
person got cancer,” she said. “A big part of 
that is understanding how cells and organ-
isms normally work and how they defend 
themselves against such dangers. They dam-
age our genetic blueprint.”
   “Some (Science Park) research was aimed 
at determining which chemicals cause can-
cer,” she said. “Some was more biochemical 
in identifying molecules that can repair 
DNA damage. Other research actually 

zens of Smithville felt for Buescher State 
Park played a major role in the proposal to 
site a UT Research Park at that location,” 
Walborg wrote. “During the early settle-
ment of Smithville a number of its residents 
owned land in the nearby Lost Pines Forest 
as a source of timber and firewood. Since 
the land was worthless for grazing livestock 
or cultivation, privately owned tracts were 
largely unfenced. During the Great Depres-
sion, two tracts of land were transferred to 
the State of Texas to found Buescher State 
Park.
   “In 1933 a prominent Smithville family, 
the Bueschers . . . deeded 318 acres to the 
State; and in 1936 the City of Smithville 
added a contiguous 1,412-acre tract it had 
purchased from various families. Thus, the 
State of Texas was indebted to the Smithville 
community for the very existence of Bue-
scher State Park; and this fact empowered 
the Smithville community as it lobbied the 
State to develop the Park in a manner that 
would enhance the local economy.”

identified what kind of UV light in sunlight 
gives rise to tumors.” 
   Dent says the research portfolio now is 
much broader, including her own interest in 
defining how our genome is “folded.” 
   “If we took DNA out of our cells, you 
might be surprised to know it would stretch 
out to more than two meters in length,” she 
said. “That two meters has to be folded so 
much that it can fit into a microscopic nucle-
us inside the cell. You’ve got a very compli-
cated blueprint,” she added, likening it to the 
multi-page, often mind-boggling instructions 
for assembling furniture from IKEA.
   “Imagine what happens if you start 
reading the wrong part of the instruction 
at the wrong time. Cancer is reading the 
wrong part of the blueprint so that the cell 
is no longer behaving the way it should. It’s 
building the wrong structures and changing 
its identity and reacting to the environment 
differently. My group is trying to understand 
what controls that folding to make sure 
we’re reading the right instructions at the 
right time.”
   Being next to Buescher State Park was 
“a very idyllic situation” for researchers, 
she said. “Being in a park with deer and 
roadrunners and baby foxes running by, we 
were immersed in the nature of the place.” 
However, she said the isolation could “make 
it little bit difficult to recruit new students 
and new postdocs.”
   Among the recruits Dent found in New 
York City was Kevin McBride, an MD 

Anderson associate professor who spent 10 
years at Science Park before it closed. Mc-
Bride had been at The Rockefeller Univer-
sity, a premier biomedical research university 
in Manhattan, where he lived with his 
wife and two young children in what he 
described as a “high-rise shoebox.” 
   “Most biomedical research universities are 
in urban environments,” said McBride, who 
lived in Bastrop and is now at MD Ander-
son in Houston. Smithville and the Science 
Park provided “a unique setting that gave it 
a unique culture. It felt like a very support-
ive community. It was close-knit. You knew 
everyone on the campus personally, from 
the guards to the people who worked in the 
facilities, and you knew what each other was 
working on. Because of that, they were very 
invested in the mission.”
   Detailed information about the found-
ing of Science Park can be found in a 2009 
book, The Science Park: Dream to Reality, 
The First 20 Years, by Earl F. Walborg, Jr., 
a biochemist who worked at the bucolic 
research center. He detailed how state and 
national political leaders, as well as UT 
officials and local community leaders joined 
forces to create the research park. His book 
also credits Smithville residents for their 
fierce lobbying to get Science Park.
   The people of Smithville were unhappy 
about preferences toward development and 
promotion of Bastrop State Park over nearby 
Buescher State Park, just outside their city.
   “The sense of ownership that the citi-

“Being a part of something that was so 
important to science was really great. 
We felt like by supporting them, we 
were supporting their work.”

— Adena Lewis, Bastrop County’s director 
of tourism and economic development

The idyllic, forested setting of Science Park proved ideal for many researchers there. 
‘It is a quite unique place to do science and I miss it very much to this day,’ said Moon-
shong Tang, a molecular biologist who arrived at the rural research center in 1982. 

Continued from page 20
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zens of Smithville felt for Buescher State 
Park played a major role in the proposal to 
site a UT Research Park at that location,” 
Walborg wrote. “During the early settle-
ment of Smithville a number of its residents 
owned land in the nearby Lost Pines Forest 
as a source of timber and firewood. Since 
the land was worthless for grazing livestock 
or cultivation, privately owned tracts were 
largely unfenced. During the Great Depres-
sion, two tracts of land were transferred to 
the State of Texas to found Buescher State 
Park.
   “In 1933 a prominent Smithville family, 
the Bueschers . . . deeded 318 acres to the 
State; and in 1936 the City of Smithville 
added a contiguous 1,412-acre tract it had 
purchased from various families. Thus, the 
State of Texas was indebted to the Smithville 
community for the very existence of Bue-
scher State Park; and this fact empowered 
the Smithville community as it lobbied the 
State to develop the Park in a manner that 
would enhance the local economy.”

   Of the 193 people working at Science 
Park when its relocation to Houston was 
announced in 2019, 123 remained on the 
payroll by August 2021, either moving to 
Houston or accepting positions elsewhere 
within MD Anderson. The remaining 70 
either retired, found new employers, com-
pleted postdoctoral training, had jobs that 
didn’t transfer or were realigned, according 
to a statement from Yolan Campbell, MD 
Anderson associate vice president. 
   In addition, 1,500 pieces of research 
equipment moved to Houston. “Items at 
the end of their lifespan did not move and 
may be negotiated as part of the property 
sale,” Karen Mooney, MD Anderson associ-
ate vice president, said in a statement. “Any 
remaining decommissioned state property 
not transferred to the future owner will be 
sold at auction.”
   For years (except in 2020 due to  
COVID-19), Science Park offered programs 
for area high school students as well as 
university undergraduates from across the 

Anderson associate professor who spent 10 
years at Science Park before it closed. Mc-
Bride had been at The Rockefeller Univer-
sity, a premier biomedical research university 
in Manhattan, where he lived with his 
wife and two young children in what he 
described as a “high-rise shoebox.” 
   “Most biomedical research universities are 
in urban environments,” said McBride, who 
lived in Bastrop and is now at MD Ander-
son in Houston. Smithville and the Science 
Park provided “a unique setting that gave it 
a unique culture. It felt like a very support-
ive community. It was close-knit. You knew 
everyone on the campus personally, from 
the guards to the people who worked in the 
facilities, and you knew what each other was 
working on. Because of that, they were very 
invested in the mission.”
   Detailed information about the found-
ing of Science Park can be found in a 2009 
book, The Science Park: Dream to Reality, 
The First 20 Years, by Earl F. Walborg, Jr., 
a biochemist who worked at the bucolic 
research center. He detailed how state and 
national political leaders, as well as UT 
officials and local community leaders joined 
forces to create the research park. His book 
also credits Smithville residents for their 
fierce lobbying to get Science Park.
   The people of Smithville were unhappy 
about preferences toward development and 
promotion of Bastrop State Park over nearby 
Buescher State Park, just outside their city.
   “The sense of ownership that the citi-

“Being a part of something that was so 
important to science was really great. 
We felt like by supporting them, we 
were supporting their work.”

— Adena Lewis, Bastrop County’s director 
of tourism and economic development

country. David Johnson was involved with 
the summer programs since he arrived at 
Science Park in 1994. He directed the pro-
gram for the past decade, including in 2021, 
when only university students participated. 
Johnson, who lives in Bastrop, was one of 
the two Science Park employees who retired 
rather than move. 
   “It had this atmosphere where you could 
really focus on science and really clear your 
head,” he said.
   The communities that considered the 
research park a good neighbor now hope 
for another exceptional experience when the 

next occupant moves in. 
   “To have a major 
cancer research facility 
in Smithville was a point 
of pride for the com-
munity,” said Smithville 
Mayor Joanna Morgan. 
“We’d like to feel com-
fortable that the sale is 
being pursued aggres-
sively to get it occupied 
as soon as possible.” 
    In the meantime, the 
wildlife that populates 

Buescher State Park and its neighbor Science 
Park are the sole inhabitants, waiting in the 
dappled shade of pines and post oaks to 
inspire the next researchers seeking answers to 
some of humanity’s most vexing problems. n 

The idyllic, forested setting of Science Park proved ideal for many researchers there. 
‘It is a quite unique place to do science and I miss it very much to this day,’ said Moon-
shong Tang, a molecular biologist who arrived at the rural research center in 1982. 

Benches and picnic tables on the 69-acre 
research facility gave scientists and 
researchers room to develop innovations 
that paved the way for groundbreaking 
cancer research. At left, the Ralph and 
Lillian Meadows Molecular Biology 
Research Facility, built in 1992, was the 
third laboratory building at Science Park.

Smithville 
Mayor Joanna 
Morgan
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By Alyssa Dussetschleger
   Brooks Kasper was 19 when he became 
a line worker intern at Bluebonnet Electric 
Cooperative. He did not know many details  
about the job, the rigorous training he 
would receive or the welcoming culture of 
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative. 
   “I was excited to get started, but didn’t real-
ize what was ahead in my career,” said Kasper, 
who is now 23. 
   Kasper was one of the first line-worker 
interns at Bluebonnet. For some in that 
group, it was their first full-time job. “They 
looked young, some looked a little scared 
and nervous, but I could tell they were ex-
cited to be there, eager to learn and that they 
were going to do well,” said Aaron Seeliger, 
Bluebonnet’s assistant superintendent of 
operations for the co-op’s Maxwell and Red 
Rock service centers. 
   The line-worker internship program at Blue-
bonnet began in 2018. The program focuses 
on hiring local candidates and introducing 
them to electric line work and Bluebonnet’s 
focus on safety and service to its members.  
   Kasper and the other interns spent their 
first six months in the classroom at a Blue-
bonnet facility, learning about safety, which is 
of utmost importance at Bluebonnet. Interns 
also received technical instruction on line 
work, earned climbing certifications and ob-
tained commercial driver licenses. Then they 
began training in the field alongside journey-
man line workers. Now six of them have 
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BLUEBONNET NEWS

Six employees, 
who started as 
Bluebonnet’s 
first line worker 
interns in 2018, 
have received 
U.S. Department 
of Labor 
certification. 
Today, they are 
journeymen 
line workers. 
They are, from 
left, Dylan 
Dussetschleger, 
Zackary 
Handrick, 
Brooks Kasper, 
James Flores, 
Tra Muston and 
Ty Duesterheft. 
Photos by Sarah 
Beal

Trevor Eckert 
of Brenham

John Horton 
of Ledbetter

Matt Waltzer 
of Bastrop

Frank Garza 
of Kyle

Joshua Tristan 
of Kyle

INTERESTED IN BECOMING 
A LINE WORKER?
You can find applications for these 
and other career opportunities, at 
bluebonnet.coop. Click on Careers 
at the bottom of any page on the 
website.

Bluebonnet’s fir t line worker interns  
receive journeyman certific tion

become U.S. Department of Labor-certified 
journeyman line workers and Bluebonnet’s 
first graduates of the internship program. 
   Their names and hometowns are: 
Ty Duesterheft from Maxwell, Dylan 
Dussetschleger from Lexington, James Flores 
from Elgin, Zackary Handrick from Somer-

ville, Brooks Kasper from Giddings and Tra 
Muston from Rockdale. 
   They received their certification in October 
2021 after more than four years, which 
included 672 hours of technical instruction 
and 8,000 hours of on-the-job training. They 
will work with crews out of Bluebonnet ser-
vice centers in Bastrop, Brenham, Giddings, 
Maxwell and Red Rock.
   The youngest intern graduate, Dylan 
Dussetschleger, grew up in Lexington and 
started the program at 18. Now 22, he works 
across the 3,800-square-mile Bluebonnet ser-
vice area, performing maintenance on power 
lines and poles, restoring power and repairing 
equipment. “I never knew when I started I’d 
find a career I loved. The intern program has 

APPRENTICE LINE WORKER GRADUATES

changed my life,” he said. 
   The most recent class of interns began 
their training in July 2021. “The new intern 
class will gain more knowledge and have 
more experience to put them farther ahead,” 
Duesterheft said. “New interns are placed 
in the field and begin observing line worker 
crews their first week.”  
   Handrick, who works out of the coopera-
tive’s Brenham Service Center, looks forward 
to teaching new interns. His advice for them 
is to take it slowly. “You’re not going to learn 
everything after your first day on the job,” he 
said. 
  In addition to the intern graduates, five 
other employees completed Bluebonnet’s 
apprentice line worker program and received 
Department of Labor journeyman certifi-
cation in 2021. They are Trevor Eckert of 
Brenham, John Horton of Ledbetter, Frank 
Garza of Kyle, Joshua Tristan of Kyle and 
Matt Waltzer of Bastrop. They work with 
crews out of Bluebonnet service centers in 
Brenham, Bastrop, Giddings and Maxwell. 
   Apprentices go through approximately four 
years of coursework and on-the-job training 
to earn their certification.  Some come to 
Bluebonnet with previous line work experi-
ence, while others are new to the trade.  
   Bluebonnet began offering an apprentice 
program in 2004. There are now 28 appren-
tices (including 11 who began in the intern 
program) and 52 journeyman line workers 
on staff.
   Two other Bluebonnet employees also 
received certifications for specialized work. 
Justin Siegeler of Giddings completed the 
Electric Meter Tester Certification program 
through the Northwest Lineman’s College 
and received his Department of Labor certi-
fication last year. The four-year electric meter 
tester certification consists of 30 proficiency 
exams and 8,000 hours of on-the-job training. 
   Mason Mertz, a control center operator 
who lives in Bastrop, completed a 10-month 
program and proficiency exam to obtain his 
System Operator Certification from North-
west Lineman’s College in 2021.

Continued on next page 

Continued from previous page 
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BLUEBONNET NEWS

TO POWER YOUR EDUCATION

Academic  
and  

Trade & Technical

SCHOLARSHIPS
60 scholarships — $2,500 each  

for graduating high school seniors

bluebonnet.coop/ 
community/scholarships

GET APPLICATIONS AT

Applicat ion  
deadline March 4

Bluebonnet offices will be 
closed Feb. 21 in observance of 
Presidents’ Day. If you have a 
power outage, you can report 
it by texting OUT to 85700 
(to register for outage text 
notifications, text BBOUTAGE 
to that number), online at 
bluebonnet.coop, via our mobile 
app or by calling 800-949-4414. 

You can pay bills any time 
online, on our mobile app or by 
calling 800-842-7708 (press 
option 2 when prompted).

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Justin Siegeler 
of Giddings, 
Electric Meter 
Tester

Mason Mertz 
of Bastrop, 
System 
Operator

Bluebonnet’s fir t line worker interns  
receive journeyman certific tion

ville, Brooks Kasper from Giddings and Tra 
Muston from Rockdale. 
   They received their certification in October 
2021 after more than four years, which 
included 672 hours of technical instruction 
and 8,000 hours of on-the-job training. They 
will work with crews out of Bluebonnet ser-
vice centers in Bastrop, Brenham, Giddings, 
Maxwell and Red Rock.
   The youngest intern graduate, Dylan 
Dussetschleger, grew up in Lexington and 
started the program at 18. Now 22, he works 
across the 3,800-square-mile Bluebonnet ser-
vice area, performing maintenance on power 
lines and poles, restoring power and repairing 
equipment. “I never knew when I started I’d 
find a career I loved. The intern program has 

Bluebonnet, LCRA award grant to help 
renovate Carmine Hall in Fayette County

B   luebonnet Electric Cooperative and 
the Lower Colorado River Authority 
recently provided grants to Carmine 

Hall in Fayette County. The grant is part of 
LCRA’s Community Development Partner-
ship Program to give back to the communi-
ties it serves. Bluebonnet is one of LCRA’s 
wholesale electric customers and a partner in 
the grant program. Cedar Creek Schuetzen 

Pictured, from left, are Cindy Dooley, Cedar Creek Schuetzen Verein vice president; 
Kate Ramzinski, LCRA regional affairs representative; Marlene Waak, Cedar Creek 
Schuetzen Verein member; Margaret D. ‘‘Meg’’ Voelter, LCRA board member; Conway 
Waak, Cedar Creek Schuetzen Verein vice president; Mark Johnson, Bluebonnet’s 
Giddings-area community development representative; Byron Balke, Bluebonnet 
Board assistant secretary/treasurer; Stuart Markwardt, Cedar Creek Schuetzen Verein 
president; Kyle Merten, Bluebonnet’s Brenham-area community representative; W.T. 
Marth, Cedar Creek Schuetzen Verein member; Glenn Treude, Cedar Creek Schuetzen 
Verein secretary; and Vicki LaRue, Cedar Creek Schuetzen Verein member.

Verein, the non-profit social organization 
that operates Carmine Hall, received a 
$6,000 grant to pay for three new restroom 
stalls, including one that is accessible for 
those with disabilities, new flooring and 
fixtures, a new vanity and inset sinks.
   Applications for the next round of grants 
will be accepted in July. Learn more at lcra.
org/cdpp.

CERTIFICATION RECIPIENTS 

changed my life,” he said. 
   The most recent class of interns began 
their training in July 2021. “The new intern 
class will gain more knowledge and have 
more experience to put them farther ahead,” 
Duesterheft said. “New interns are placed 
in the field and begin observing line worker 
crews their first week.”  
   Handrick, who works out of the coopera-
tive’s Brenham Service Center, looks forward 
to teaching new interns. His advice for them 
is to take it slowly. “You’re not going to learn 
everything after your first day on the job,” he 
said. 
  In addition to the intern graduates, five 
other employees completed Bluebonnet’s 
apprentice line worker program and received 
Department of Labor journeyman certifi-
cation in 2021. They are Trevor Eckert of 
Brenham, John Horton of Ledbetter, Frank 
Garza of Kyle, Joshua Tristan of Kyle and 
Matt Waltzer of Bastrop. They work with 
crews out of Bluebonnet service centers in 
Brenham, Bastrop, Giddings and Maxwell. 
   Apprentices go through approximately four 
years of coursework and on-the-job training 
to earn their certification.  Some come to 
Bluebonnet with previous line work experi-
ence, while others are new to the trade.  
   Bluebonnet began offering an apprentice 
program in 2004. There are now 28 appren-
tices (including 11 who began in the intern 
program) and 52 journeyman line workers 
on staff.
   Two other Bluebonnet employees also 
received certifications for specialized work. 
Justin Siegeler of Giddings completed the 
Electric Meter Tester Certification program 
through the Northwest Lineman’s College 
and received his Department of Labor certi-
fication last year. The four-year electric meter 
tester certification consists of 30 proficiency 
exams and 8,000 hours of on-the-job training. 
   Mason Mertz, a control center operator 
who lives in Bastrop, completed a 10-month 
program and proficiency exam to obtain his 
System Operator Certification from North-
west Lineman’s College in 2021.

Continued on next page 

Continued from previous page 
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The Most Important Coin 
in the Modern Era

When President Ronald Reagan signed 
the Liberty Coin Act into law, he didn’t 
know American Eagles would have the 
impact they’ve had, year after year. The 
coins were so popular that between 1986 
and 2021, over 561 million were struck. 
That’s more than HALF A BILLION 
coins, easily making Silver Eagles the 
most widely-collected, best-selling 
bullion coins in the world. 

Each year, millions of collectors and 
silver stackers around the word secure 
freshly struck American Eagle Silver 
Dollars. Minted in one Troy ounce of 
99.9% pure U.S. silver, these legal-tender 
coins are hugely popular now, but may 
soon become even more popular! Keep 
reading to find out why.

Higher Values + Slowed 
Production = DEMAND!

Over the last three years, average month-
ly values of silver bullion have increased 
nearly 57%! At the same time, the 
COVID-19 pandemic resulted in the 
U.S. Mint slowing production of freshly 
struck Silver Eagles and using branch 
mints to help increase supply, but only 
in limited quantities.

What This Means for You
Silver values are up, and silver is in high 
demand in the marketplace. In addition, 
many experts believe 
that the price of silver 
could continue to 
increase in the next 12 
to 24 months. And while 
no one can accurately 
predict the future, there 
are two questions you 
should be asking your-
self right now:
1) Do I own enough 
physical silver?
2) Which silver coins 
are right for me?

Guaranteed By the 
U.S. Government

These 2022 Silver Eagles have just been 
released by the U.S. Mint. They are guar-
anteed for weight and fineness by the 
U.S. government. They’re the world’s 
most liquid and secure one-ounce silver 
coins. They’re also recognized around 
the world, making them easier to sell 
when the time is right if you make that 
decision in the future. Silver Eagles are 
the safest way to buy silver—period!

Don’t Wait — 
NOW Is the Time to Buy!

Last year, when the new design first 
became available, demand was high, and 
many paid a premium for Silver Eagles. 
Call now to lock in our low prices, and 
your 2022 U.S. Silver Dollars will ship 
directly to your door. Don’t pay more for 
the 99.9% fine silver you want for 
you and your family. The more 
you buy, the more you save, plus 
receive a FREE U.S. Mint Tube 
when you buy 20 or more.

2022 American Eagle Silver Dollar
1-3 Coins- $37.95 ea. + s/h
4-9 Coins- $37.50 ea. + FREE SHIPPING
10-19 Coins- $37.25 ea. + FREE SHIPPING
20-49 Coins-  $36.95 ea. + FREE SHIPPING
50+ Coins- $36.50 ea. + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 4 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes 

(if any). Standard domestic shipping only. 
Not valid on previous purchases.

 Call today toll-free for fastest service 

1-888-201-7639
Offer Code SRE194-01
Please mention this code when you call.

Prices subject to change due to market fluctuations. 
Call NOW for the best price!

World’s Most Popular Silver Coin 
Demand for Silver Is Strong. Get Your 2022 Silver Eagles!

LOW
 AS

$36 50

                                each

2022 American Eagle Silver Dollar

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not a�  liated with the U.S. government. � e collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and 
involves risk. GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, � gures and populations deemed 
accurate as of the date of publication but may change signi� cantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions 
(www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2022 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

GovMint.com • 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. SRE194-01, Eagan, MN 55121
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Silver Trend Chart: 
Price per ounce based 
on yearly averages.    

Actual size is 40.6 mm

 SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER
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marketplace

across town  | across texas
Advertise in Texas Co-op Power marketplace
elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251
advertising@TexasCooppower.com

Marketplace

Custom Barndominiums/Metal Houses
Affordable • Low Maintenance • Energy Efficient

www.ddmbuildings.com

WINTER SAVINGS

All Metal Structures 40'x15'x12'

Made in Texas 30'x40'x12'

Photos for illustration only. Prices subject 
to change. Please check for your local 
buildings codes. Prices include color 
walls, color trim and galvalume roof. 

*Building prices are before freight 
and taxes.

DDM Brenham Office
979-251-9503
301 Salem Road • Brenham

DDM Bastrop Office
512-321-0336
1083 Hwy 71 W. • Bastrop 

Bolt Together
Steel Building Kits
Customer Service  
Second to None

Call today for  
our best pricing!

BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES
Shops • Garages • Barns • Equipment Sheds • Barndominiums

WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE!
Price includes all labor and materials with 4" steel reinforced concrete slab with moisture barrier, one 

10"x10" heavy duty roll up door, one 3 foot steel entry door, concrete aprons, electric stub *(Dirt may be extra)

PROBLEM
CD rates             +   .60%
Tax rate               –    .15%
(at 25% bracket) _______

Net Yield            + 0.45%

SOLUTION
3.00% for 5 years
2.35% for 3 years

Talk with Layton Financial about a 
potentially better choice than CDs 
for part of your retirement savings.

Is your CD about to

and

Greg Layton | 281-335-8300
Glayton2010@gmail.com
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WE PAY TOP PRICES FOR COLLECTIBLES
Coins • Banknotes • Gold & Silver Jewelry & Scrap
Vintage Costume Jewelry • Watches • Stamps

Tokens • Historical Documents • Other Collectibles

TEXAS BUYERS GROUP • FREDERICKSBURG, TX
All transactions private, confidential & secure.

830-997-6339 • rzcoins@twc.com

(512) 263-6830 • www.brushshark.com

S K I D  ST E E R  M O U N T E D  S H E A R
• 1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
• Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.
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NEW

Digital Hearing Aid
RECHARGEABLE

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

BUY 1

GET 1
FREE Only $299 99

How can a rechargeable hearing 
aid that costs only $29 999

Charging Case

Never Change a Battery Again!

NEW

CHARGE AND GOAT NIGHT ALL DAY

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
If you are not completely satisfi ed with 

your MDHearingAids, return them 
within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!

1-800-829-1681

BBBAA++

Although tremendous strides 
have been made in Hearing Aid Technology, 
those cost reductions have not been passed 
on to you. Until now...

The ® VOLT  uses the same 
kind of technology incorporated into hearing 
aids that cost thousands more at a small 
fraction of the price.

Over 600,000 satisfi ed MDHearingAid customers 
agree: High-quality, FDA-registered rechargeable 
hearing aids don’t have to cost a fortune. 
MDHearingAid is a medical-grade, digital, 
rechargeable hearing aid offering sophistication 
and high performance; and works right 
out of the box with no time-consuming 
“adjustment” appointments. Now that
you know... why pay more?

“This is truly a miracle…“This is truly a miracle… I don’t even know
how to begin thanking you for giving me my life back!”how to begin thanking you for giving me my life back!”

– Sherri H., Granville, NY

Limited-Time
FREE BONUS OFFER

– $150 Value –

SQ40
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Footnotes in Texas History

d u r i n g  H e r  7 0 -y e a r  reign, Queen Eliza-
beth II has witnessed many of the world’s
pivotal events, and one honorable men-
tion where she became the event is her
1991 two-day visit to the Lone Star State.  

Elizabeth was the first British monarch
to visit Texas, and Texans gave her an 
impressive tip of the Stetson. She loved
it. She asked her U.S. chief of protocol,
“Why didn’t I come here sooner?”  

Texas has long had a special relation-
ship with Great Britain, one of the first
nations to recognize the Republic of
Texas. Texans even flirted with the no-
tion of becoming part of the British 
Empire in the 1840s, but the U.S. had
other plans.

Five years before the queen was here,
her majesty’s son, Charles, the Prince of
Wales, came to Texas to help celebrate

the Texas sesquicentennial. He cut into
the 45-ton world’s largest birthday cake
with a 3-foot sword. I mean, it was Texas;
what else was he supposed to use?

At the Capitol, the prince was given 
a giant gavel. He laughed and said that 
it was the biggest he had ever had and
“extremely appropriate coming from
Texas.” While touring San Jacinto later
that week—it was February but warm—
he remarked, “If it’s this hot in the win-
ter, I’d like to see what it’s like in the
summer.”

Texas has had 14 kings, but it was a
queen who was most celebrated by 
Texans. In May 1991, Elizabeth visited
Austin, San Antonio, Dallas and Houston
with an itinerary that included visits to
the River Walk, the Alamo, NASA and
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church in

Houston. She even took a ride on the San
Antonio River on a beautifully decorated
barge.

When Elizabeth arrived at Dallas’ Love
Field, she was greeted with strains of The
Yellow Rose of Texas. The words to God
Save the Queen, the British national an-
them, were recited before the playing of
the song so that the mostly Texan audi-
ence wouldn’t sing My Country ’Tis of
Thee to the familiar tune.

While in Dallas, she knighted Cecil
Howard Green, an honorary title for the
British-born founder of Texas Instru-
ments and co-founder of the University
of Texas campus there.

Prince Philip, the duke of Edinburgh,
accompanied Elizabeth on the visit, part
of their 13-day trip to the United States.
Sitting next to him at the dinner com-
memorating the 150th anniversary of
Dallas’ founding was Louise Caldwell,
president of the Dallas Historical Society.
She remarked, “It was very hard to find
anything that he didn’t know more about
than me, including Texas history.”

The queen recounted the story in
which a man tells his son: “Never ask a
man where he’s from. If he’s from Texas,
he’ll tell you. Otherwise no use embar-
rassing him by asking.”

At the Capitol, Gov. Ann Richards
hosted the queen, and 8,000 people gath-
ered to catch a glimpse. The queen de-
clared, “No state commands such fierce
pride and loyalty. Lesser mortals are
pitied for their misfortune in not being
born Texans.” And she, the most traveled
monarch in the world, knows what she’s
talking about. D

Her Majesty’s Visit
Queen elizabeth II’s 1991 trip to Texas was a momentous occasion 

B y  W. F .  s t r O n g  a n d  l u p i ta  s t r O n g

Queen elizabeth II walks
with Gov. Ann richards.

listen to w.f. Strong
read this story on our 
website.
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TCP Kitchen

Pesto-Baked Penne
16 ounces penne pasta
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 cup ricotta cheese
⅓ cup pesto
2 tablespoons heavy cream or 

half-and-half
¼ cup chopped oil-packed sun-dried

tomatoes
2 cups diced chicken
½ cup shredded mozzarella

1. preheat oven to 350 degrees and coat a
9-by-13-inch casserole dish with cooking
spray. Cook penne just to al dente, accord-
ing to package directions. reserve ¼ cup
pasta water, drain and transfer to a large
bowl. Toss pasta with olive oil and set aside.
2. In another bowl, stir together ricotta,
pesto and cream until blended. Add re-
served pasta water to thin, if desired. pour
sauce over pasta and stir well to coat. Stir
in the tomatoes and chicken, then transfer
to prepared dish. Sprinkle mozzarella on
evenly.
3. Cover with foil and bake 30 minutes. re-
move foil and bake another 5–10 minutes,
until cheese on top is melted, if preferred. 
s e r v e s  8

follow along with megan myers and 
her adventures in the kitchen at stetted.com,
where she features a recipe for roasted 
butternut Squash lasagna.

Pasta
This most flexible staple anchors a variety of dishes and flavors
B y  m e g a n  m y e r s ,  F O O d  e d i t O r

pasta has been a staple in our home for as long as I can remember. And
why not? It’s economical, filling and can be made into so many different
dishes. whether you have hungry kids in the house or just need some-
thing hearty on a cold night, there are plenty of options. This pesto-baked
penne is perfect for transforming leftover chicken and pesto into some-
thing new. you can easily make this recipe vegetarian by swapping in
mushrooms or roasted winter squash for the chicken.
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Gleason Family Goulash
S A m A n T h A  G l e A S O n   
b A n D e r A  e C  

This recipe is a great option for a make-
ahead meal, as the flavors are even better
the next day. In a clever trick, Gleason
adds baking soda to help reduce the
acidity from the tomatoes.   

2 cups uncooked pasta (rotini, elbow 
or bow tie)

2 tablespoons olive oil
2 teaspoons minced garlic
1 pound ground beef or turkey
1 pound yellow squash or zucchini, diced
½ sweet onion, chopped
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon dried sweet basil 
1 teaspoon italian seasoning
¾ teaspoon garlic powder
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon pepper
2 cans (14.5 ounces each) fire-roasted

diced tomatoes, undrained
¾ cup ketchup
1 tablespoon sun-dried tomato paste
1 can (8 ounces) tomato sauce
½ cup water or beef broth
1 tablespoon worcestershire sauce
½ teaspoon baking soda
3 tablespoons balsamic vinegar

1. Cook pasta in lightly salted water ac-
cording to package directions. Drain and
set aside.
2. meanwhile, in a large saucepan or
deep-sided skillet over medium heat, add
olive oil and garlic and cook 2 minutes,
stirring to prevent burning. Add ground
beef and cook 5 minutes, then add
squash and onion. Continue to cook until
beef is browned, stirring as needed.

C O n T I n u e D  >

$ 5 0 0   w I n n e r

Seafood Manicotti
Alfredo
A n e C I A  h e r O  
C O S e r v

This seafood manicotti feels
fancy but is easy enough to
put together on a weeknight.
It’s important to not overcook
the pasta and handle it gently
so it doesn’t tear, so consider
cooking a few extra shells just
in case.   
s e r v e s  4

p a s ta
8 manicotti shells
8 ounces cooked shrimp, tails removed,

diced
4 ounces cooked crabmeat, flaked
1 egg, lightly beaten
1 cup ricotta cheese
¼ cup shredded parmesan cheese 
¼ cup shredded mozzarella cheese 
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 teaspoon creole seasoning
¼ teaspoon garlic powder
s a u c e
¼ cup (½ stick) butter
1 cup heavy cream
1¼ cups shredded parmesan cheese 
salt and pepper, to taste

1. p a s ta preheat oven to 350 degrees.
lightly coat a 2-quart baking dish with
cooking spray and set aside. Cook pasta
in lightly salted boiling water for 7 minutes.
Drain and transfer to a lightly greased
baking sheet to cool.
2. In a large bowl, combine shrimp, crab,
egg, ricotta, parmesan, mozzarella, lemon
juice, Creole seasoning and garlic powder.
Stir until uniformly combined, then trans-
fer to a piping bag or large zip-close bag.
Cut off the bag tip and carefully pipe filling
into cooked shells; fill one end of the
shell, then the other. Transfer shells to
prepared baking dish.
3. s a u c e In a small saucepan over
medium-low heat, melt butter. Add heavy
cream and parmesan and cook, whisking
often, until cheese is melted and sauce is
thickened and smooth. Season to taste
with salt and pepper.
4. pour half of the sauce over the pasta,
reserving the remaining sauce for serving.
Cover dish with foil and bake 20 minutes.
Serve with additional warmed sauce on top. 

$500 Recipe Contest
stone fruits  Due februAry 10
how do you turn peaches, plums, cherries and
apricots into the stars of your kitchen? Submit
your recipes online by february 10 for a chance 
to win $500.
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r e C I p e S  C O n T I n u e D
3. Stir in oregano, basil, Italian seasoning,
garlic powder, salt and pepper, then stir indiced tomatoes with their juices, ketchupand tomato paste.
4. In a small bowl, whisk together tomato
sauce, water, worcestershire sauce and
baking soda. Slowly add the mixture to the
pan, stirring until foaming stops. Cover and
simmer 10 minutes, stirring occasionally.
5. Add cooked pasta and balsamic vine-
gar and stir well. Cover again and simmer
another 10–15 minutes. 

s e r v e s  8

Meaty Mexican 
Mac and Cheese
C h u C K  b u r G e S S  
h e A r T  O f  T e x A S  e C  

perfect for those who love their mac and
cheese fully loaded, burgess’ “3mC” gets
its kick from a medley of favorite taco 
flavors. make it as mild or as spicy as you
like, with hot sauce and tortilla chips
served on the side.

2 tablespoons vegetable or olive oil
1½ pounds lean ground beef
1 pound ground pork sausage
1 large onion, chopped
2 teaspoons salt
1 tablespoon chili powder
1 can (10 ounces) ro-tel tomatoes, mild

(or to taste)
½ cup salsa, mild (or to taste)
1 can (4 ounces) diced green chiles, mild

(or to taste)
1 pound uncooked macaroni pasta
1 pound queso blanco velveeta
10 ounces queso fresco, crumbled

1 cup Mexican crema or heavy cream 
pepper jack cheese, shredded

1. In a large pot with a lid over medium-
high heat, heat oil, then add meats and
onion. Cover and cook until meat is
browned, stirring occasionally. Add salt,
chili powder, tomatoes, salsa and chiles.
Stir well and cook 10–15 minutes, stirring
occasionally.
2. meanwhile, cook pasta to al dente ac-
cording to package directions. Drain and
return to original cooking pot; set aside.
3. In a microwave-safe bowl, add velveeta,
queso fresco and cream and microwave 3
minutes. Stir well and continue to cook in
the microwave in 30-second increments,
stirring after each time, until melted and
smooth. (Or combine ingredients in a
saucepan and melt over medium heat.)
4. Stir cheese sauce into macaroni to
coat, then pour pasta into the meat mix-
ture. heat on low 5 minutes or until heated
through, stirring to blend well. Serve with
pepper jack cheese on top. 

s e r v e s  8 – 1 0

★ CELEBRATING 17 YEARS ★

888-825-2362   www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

CALL US, DON’T WAIT ANOTHER DAY. 
Enhance your quality of life with a Best Buy Walk-in 
Tub. As the oldest manufacturer of walk-in tubs in 
America, we’ve been setting the industry standard 
for more than 17 years. Call us today to �nd the  
perfect custom solution for you. 

Visit our showroom at 311 Kings Plaza in Granbury.

WALK-IN TUBS 
FROM $8,995 INSTALLED

ONYX SHOWERS  
FROM $8,995 INSTALLED

E-news

Sign up now
TexasCoopPower.com/join
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14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. WHK326-02 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

• 5 ¼” 420HC stainless steel blade • Full-tang design with gut hook • Pakkawood handle with brass pins • Bonus heavy duty nylon sheath  

Stauer®

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.

1-800-333-2045
   Your Insider Offer Code: WHK326-02 
    You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.  

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Not shown 
actual size.

The consummate outdoorsman never goes on deep woods hunting 
trips without the essentials. Not just the basics for every hunting 

trip, but the items he’s come to depend on over the years.
Our new Whitetail™ Hunting Knife will quickly become 
your go-to blade for every expedition. The Whitetail™ is 
a premium fixed-blade hunting knife that’s perfect for 
skinning. With the Whitetail at hand, you’ll be ready for field 
dressing in only seconds, and you’ll never need a separate gut 
hook tool ever again. The Whitetail™ boasts a mighty 420 
high carbon, full tang stainless steel blade, meaning the blade 
doesn’t stop at the handle, it runs the full length of the knife. 
According to Gear Patrol, a full tang blade is key, saying “A 
full tang lends structural strength to the knife, allowing for better 
leverage ...think one long steel beam versus two.”
The comfortable handle is made from pakkawood—moisture-
resistant and more durable than hardwood. If hunting is your 
life, then the Whitetail™ Knife was designed to make your  
life easier.  
With our limited edition Whitetail™ Hunting Knife you’re 
getting the best in 21st-century construction with a classic 
look inspired by legendary American pioneers. What you 
won’t get is the trumped up price tag. We know a thing or 
two about the hunt–– like how to seek out and capture an 
outstanding, collector’s-quality knife that won’t cut into your 
bank account.  
This knife can be yours to use out in the field or to display as the art 
piece it truly is. But don’t wait. A knife of this caliber typically cost 
hundreds. Priced at an amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife will 
stick around for long. So call today!
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it on 
your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. 
If you don’t feel like we cut you a fair 
deal, send it back within 30 days for a  
complete refund of the item price. But we 
believe that once you wrap your fingers 
around the Whitetail’s handle, you’ll be 
ready to carve your own niche into the wild 
frontier. 

The hunt for the perfect outdoorsman knife is over. There’s only one 
tool you need: the Whitetail™ Hunting Knife—now ONLY $49!

Field Dress For Success

What customers are saying 
about Stauer knives...

“Good value. Great looking. 
Sufficiently sharp. Overall  
an “A” purchase and  
I ordered three.”
— B. of Maryland

TAKE 38%  OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your  INSIDER  

OFFER CODE

Whitetail™ Hunting Knife  $79*   

      Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P  Save $30

Rating of A+

BONUS! Call today and 
you’ll also receive this 
heavy duty sheath!
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Hit the Road

a glimpse of buddy Holly
lubbock museum honors native son’s enduring musical legacy
B y  c h e t  g a r n e r

i  r e M e M b e r  t H e  first time I heard Buddy Holly. My older brother bought
the soundtrack from the film Stand by Me, and for weeks the song Every-
day was stuck in my head. Soon I discovered Peggy Sue, Rave On and other
classic hits. My feet have been tapping ever since.   

It wasn’t until decades later that I learned Holly was born and raised in
Lubbock and that the world’s best Buddy Holly museum sits in the heart
of the Hub City. 

The first thing I noticed as I turned off Crickets Avenue was a larger-
than-life set of Holly’s signature black-rimmed glasses. Holly once consid-
ered wearing contact lenses to help his rock star image, but contacts hurt
his eyes and he needed glasses to see the crowd. That’s a good thing, as
the glasses became as much a part of his timeless look as the electric gui-
tar in his hands. This is just one of many facts I learned inside Lubbock’s
Buddy Holly Center.

The museum is full of artifacts and a complete timeline of how a kid
from Lubbock forged a new rock ’n’ roll sound that changed the world.
One display shows mementos from Holly’s high school days, including his
baseball mitt and Converse high-tops. Another display holds items from
Buddy’s rise to fame, including a tweed sports coat he wore on tour and a
pair of super-hip suede shoes.  

It’s hard to believe that Holly’s career lasted only a few years, cut short
by a plane crash in Iowa. His black-rimmed glasses recovered from the
wreckage now sit silently in a case at the end of the museum’s timeline. 

The center gives every generation a connection to the man and his
music. As the title of one of his hit songs says, his legacy will Not Fade
Away. D

AbOve Chet visits the buddy holly Center in lubbock.

Check out the buddy holly Center through 
Chet’s eyes on our website. you’ll want to see all
his Texplorations on The Daytripper on pbS. 
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FEBRUARY
10 lufkin My funny valentine,

(936) 633-5454, 
angelinaarts.org
port aransas chocolate
crawl, (361) 749-5919, 
portaransas.org
round rock [10–13] texas
basket weavers association
annual conference, 
(512) 925-3596, 
texasbasketweavers.com

11 fredericksburg [11–12]
luckenbach Hug-in & valen-
tine ball, (830) 997-3224,
luckenbachtexas.com
port lavaca [11–12] south
texas square and round
dance association february
frenzy, (361) 575-2665,
stsrda.org
fredericksburg [11–13, 
18–20, 25–27] clue: the 
Musical, (830) 997-3588, 
fredericksburgtheater.org

12 Jefferson queen Mab 
ball, (903) 742-1405, 
mardigrasupriver.com
new braunfels love 
the run you’re with 5K, 
(830) 626-8786,
athleteguild.com
dallas [12, 19, 26] the 
dinner detective Murder 
Mystery dinner show, 
1-866-496-0535, 
thedinnerdetective.com

15 gladewater [15–March 15]
Helen lee estate daffodil
gardens, (903) 845-5180

Know Before You Go
Call ahead or check an event’s website
for scheduling details.
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17 west tawakoni [17–19] 
catmasters classic on lake
tawakoni, (325) 998-2191, 
thecatmasters.com

18 brenham the funniest 
night of your life with 
todd oliver, (979) 337-7240,
thebarnhillcenter.com
brenham [18–19] Hearth 
and Home quilt show, 
(979) 661-4761, 
friendshipquiltguild.weebly.com
Kerrville [18–19] Hill country
quilt guild winter quilt
show, (281) 974-6220,
hillcountryquiltguild.com
ozona [18–19] ozona 
land stewardship blowout,
(325) 392-3737
fredericksburg [18–20]
trade days, (210) 846-4094,
fbgtradedays.com
galveston [18–20, 25–27,
March 1] Mardi gras! 
galveston, (409) 763-8676,
galveston.com
victoria [18–20, 24–27] 
ring of Fire, (361) 570-8587,
theatrevictoria.org

19 lake Jackson bird banding,
(979) 480-0999, gcbo.org
Mesquite daddy-daughter
dance, (972) 204-4925, 
visitmesquitetx.com
palacios african american
Heritage day, (310) 650-9352,
citybytheseamuseum.org
west columbia Market 
day, (979) 345-4656, 
visitvarnerhoggplantation.com
nocona [19–26] Mardi 
gras nocona style, 
(940) 825-3526, nocona.org

m O r e  e v e n T S  >

Submit Your Event
we pick events for the magazine directly
from TexasCooppower.com. Submit your
April event by february 10, and it just might
be featured in this calendar.

©2022 Morton Buildings, Inc. Certain restrictions apply. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.

800-447-7436 | MORTONBUILDINGS.COM

Experience limited time savings on RV and other storage and  
hobby buildings, now through February during Building Value Days! 

 
To learn more or to get started today, visit mortonbuildings.com. 

PROTECTING YOUR ENDLESS ADVENTURES 
Savings for a Limited Time

         

Fredericksburg
Getaway Contest
Enter to win a two-night stay in charming 
and historic Fredericksburg, where you’ll 
enjoy unique food, architecture and culture.

Enter Today
TexasCoopPower.com/contests
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20 fredericksburg lone star
brass, (830) 997-6523, 
fredericksburgmusicclub.com

23 lufkin [23–24] rob 
schneider, (936) 633-5454,
angelinaarts.org

24 corsicana the Magic 
of bill blagg, 
(903) 874-7792, 
corsicanapalace.com
Kerrville symphony 
of the Hills: Heart of the
strings, (830) 792-7469,
symphonyofthehills.org
port aransas [24–27]
whooping crane festival,
(361) 749-5919, 
portaransas.org/
whooping-crane-festival 

25 la grange [25–26] best 
little quilt show in texas,
(979) 242-3514, 
coloradovalleyqg.com
lubbock [25–26] friends 
of the lubbock library
last friday bookstore, 
(806) 775-2852, 
lubbockfol.org

26 granbury Jazzfest, 
(650) 265-1193, 
granburyjazzfest.com
Henderson Mardi gras
gumbo cook-off, 
(903) 392-0691, 
visithendersontx.com
irving irving symphony 
orchestra: Musical 
treasures from the world,
(972) 831-8818, 
irvingsymphony.org 

27 lufkin croce plays 
croce, (936) 633-5454, 
angelinaarts.org

MARCH
04 fredericksburg texas 

a&M singing cadets, 
(830) 997-3588, 
fredericksburgtheater.org
lubbock [4–5] lubbock
area square and round
dance federation 
conclave dance, 
(806) 786-8589,
squaredancelubbocktx.com

05 Kerrville looking back 
with John Moore, 
(830) 896-8976, 
lookingbackjm22@gmail.com

06 lufkin bella gaia, 
(936) 633-5454, 
angelinaarts.org
orange Fiddler on the
roof, (409) 886-5535,
lutcher.org

Pick of the Month
texas independence day 
celebration 
huntsville, march 2
(936) 291-9726
huntsvilletexas.com  
march 2 is Texas Independence
Day and Sam houston’s birthday.
huntsville, where the Texas
statesman is buried, and Sam
houston State university hold 
annual celebrations for the 
occasions, including a grave-
side ceremony.

f e b r u A r y  e v e n T S  C O n T I n u e D
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Whole Life Insurance
Monthly Rates Guaranteed for Life 

  No Health Questions

Age $10,000 $15,000 $25,000
45 $36 $54 $89
50 $40 $60 $99
55 $45 $68 $112
60 $57 $85 $141
65 $68 $102 $170
70 $87 $129 $215
75 $113 $169 $282
80 $157 $235 $391

10-Year Term Life
Monthly Premium

Age $100,000 $250,000
25-35 $7 $10

40 $8 $12
45 $11 $17
50 $14 $24
55 $20 $37
60 $30 $65
65 $44 $102
70 $87 $178

1-800-323-3220

Texas Agency Lic. 13686, Agent 738393

Texas’  
Lowest  

Life Insurance 
Rates

Call today to request  
a FREE Price Comparison 
Report for you and your 

family members.
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Focus on Texas

Public Art “A true work of art takes at least an hour.”
—Charles Schulz, creator of the Peanuts
comic strip
c u r at e d  B y  g r a c e  F u lt z

:Odnljmh�-nmrFqrq
Due feb 10    Industrial   
Due mAr 10   Morning Glory   
Due Apr 10    Motorsports   

enter online at TexasCooppower.com/contests.

See focus on Texas on our website 
for more public Art photos from readers.

1 S T e p h A n I e  e h l e r T
G r e e n b e lT  e C
“I found this beauty driving
through brady.”
2  G l e n n  T I m m O n S
S O u T h  p l A I n S  e C
parking meter art east of
lubbock.
3  D e b r A  C z e r n y
b l u e b O n n e T  e C
Tom besson painted this
mural in downtown elgin. 
4  C A r m e n  G A l lO
p e D e r n A l e S  e C
A recycled bicycle at yellow
bike project in Austin. 

1

2

3

4
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w H e n  i  t r av e l ,  I seek out museums. 
As a writer always in search of a quiet
place where my laptop is welcome, mu-
seum cafés help me meet deadlines and
recharge in ways coffeehouse clatter
never could.

The atmosphere of a good museum café
pulls me out of time and settles me in a
world—my chair, stool or booth—literally
surrounded by artistic inspiration. Mas-
terpieces a glance away, these settling-in
spots are elevated musing favorites for
any number of reasons: They are sure to
be more subdued than the average coffee
shop; the people-watching is stellar; and
there’s a hum in the atmosphere that in-
spires some of my best thinking. 

Why it took me decades of courting
the creativity muse in distant cafés only
to discover I could have coffee with her

in my hometown of Fort Worth, I do not
know. I do remember the moment it 
occurred to me that I had too long over-
looked such a prime location for contem-
plation. Just before Christmas one year, 
I stopped at the Kimbell Art Museum for
a gift shop run. I plodded up the broad
limestone steps to the gallery level, over-
whelmed by obligations, my head full 
of deadlines.

Drawn into the light that fills Louis 
I. Kahn’s vaulted masterpiece, I headed
straight for the Kimbell Café. From my
seat I could see Aristide Maillol’s L’Air, 
a bronze female figure, floating in a
courtyard. European masterworks beck-
oned from across the corridor. Immedi-
ately I was transported. That’s the other
bonus that comes from stopping into a
hometown museum: There is a sense of 
excitement that I associate with travel.
Without planes or trains, I can step out
of the workaday world and feel I am on 
a journey—even when I’m less than a
mile from home.

Seated beneath fragments of a sixth-
century mosaic, cupping my warm coffee
mug, I realized I was steps away from
Michelangelo’s first known painting. And
just like that, I lay my burdens down. 

Now I return regularly to the Kimbell’s
café for creative therapy. I can energize
myself in 10 minutes or 20, view one
painting or a dozen, before or after my
coffee. Or I can simply sit quietly. No 
entrance fee and no passport required. 

And while the soup-and-sandwich
lunch options are dependably tasty, a
post-pandemic offering of an afternoon
tea service takes me to happy memories
served up abroad. It also offers up my 
favorite sort of nibbling—scones with
housemade jam, finger sandwiches,
cookies—and because it’s served as “tea
for two,” I’m sometimes inspired to share
with a friend. 

That is, of course, when I’m not meet-
ing my muse. D

the Muse 
in Museum
Artistic inspiration abounds 
in the comfort of the Kimbell Café

B y  B a B s  r O d r i g u e z  
i l l u s t r at i O n  B y  l a u r a  l i e d O

Observations



Tex ASCOOppOwer .COm februAry 2022  TEX AS CO-OP POWER 39

LIVE LIFE PAIN FREE

AVAILABLE

  
 

MIGHTY WALK $135
This product is not intended to treat, cure or prevent any disease. 

VersoShock® U.S Patent #US8,555,526 B2. May be eligible for Medicare reimbursement. $20 off  applies to orders of $100 or more for a 
limited time. Cannot be combined with other off ers. 9% CA sales tax applies to orders in California. Shoes must be returned within 
30 days in like-new condition for full refund or exchange. Credit card authorization required. See website for complete details. 

Enjoy the benefi ts of 
exercise with GDEFY

Clinically Shown to
Relieve Knee Pain

Ultimate Comfort
Renewed Energy
Maximum Protection
Improved PostureIn a 2017 double-blind study  by Olive View UCLA Medical Center.

85% LESS
KNEE PAIN

$20 OFF
YOUR ORDER

Promo Code MQ8BPR5
www.gdefy.com
Expires May 31, 2022

Free Exchanges • Free Returns
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call 1(800) 429-0039
Gravity Defyer Medical Technology Corp.

10643 Glenoaks Blvd. Pacoima, CA 91331

FREE ($50 Value)
Corrective Fit Orthotics
with every shoe purchase
Excludes sandals.

Men Sizes 7.5-15 M/W/XW
- TB9024MGS  Gray 
- TB9024MLU  Blue
- TB9024MBL  Black 

Women Sizes 6-11 M/W/XW
- TB9024FGS    Gray
- TB9024FGP   Salmon 
- TB9024FLP Black

PATENTED VERSOSHOCK® SOLE
SHOCK ABSORPTION SYSTEM
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