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TV-EARS

A Better Way to hearTV

“Now Jack can control the volume on his TVeEars

while I set the TV volume or mute it for
complete quiet. Once again, he can
understand every word and we can watch
our favorite TV shows together.”
— Darlene & Jack B., CA

Strugglmg to hear the TV?

Put on your TV-EARS"® and hear every word clearly

Doctor recommended TVe<Ears has helped

B B

Ultra-soft ear tips

millions of people with hearing loss enjoy

their favorite television shows, movies and
Headset weighs 2 oz

streaming content without disturbing others.

Rechargeable Battery
((( WIRELESS )))

The Voice Clarifying Technology® reduces
background noise and clarifies hard to hear

television dialog making voices and words
understandable. 120db of volume makes
TVeEars the most powerful television

listening system on the market!

Quiet TV mode lets others mute the
television or set the volume to their

preferred level while you listen as loud No more

loud TV!

as you want on the headset.

For fastest service, TVeEars Original”

Call toll-free $12995
1-800-379-7832 STARTING AT $79.95.sn

Doctor Recommended TV Headset™ AFTER $50 OFF

Use promo code 36480
30-day risk free trial
Same day shipping

Top Selling Brand for 25 Years www.tvears.com

TV dialog is clear and understandable

Over 2.5 million satisfied customers

TVEARS | 2701 Via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978
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Make Your 10
Shelf Useful

Scooter Cheatham has dedi-
cated his life to voluminous
books that document uses
for Texas' plants.

By Sheryl Smith-Rodgers

ON THE COVER

Alison Hannah walks the labyrinth
at Unity of Wimberley.

Photo by Laura Jenkins

ABOVE

Mountain pink is a great plant

for rock gardens.

Photo courtesy Useful Wild Plants
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Circles
of Life

Labyrinths provide ‘a
profound sense of renewal
and peace.’

Story and photos by Laura Jenkins
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CURRENTS

Wreck the Record

CALL 'EM the first family of Texas Tech.

With 44 alumni in the fold, the Wuensches set a world record for most
members of a family to graduate from the same university.

Francis Wuensche, from the small town of Wilson that’s about 20 miles
south of Lubbock, started the procession with a degree in zoology in 1953.
Three generations later, Andrew Simnacher accepted the family’s 44th

diploma in December 2021.

And the Wuensches, many of whom are members of electric cooperatives
around the state, aren’t done. Three more members of the extended family

enrolled as freshmen last fall.

Contests and More
ENTER CONTESTS AT & &
TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM ﬁﬁa
$500 RECIPE CONTEST =

Texas Citrus

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS

Mailboxes

TEXAS GULF SHRIMP GIVEAWAY
Two readers will each win 5 pounds
of wild-caught Texas shrimp. Enter
now to win. Contest ends August 31.
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August 3

National
Watermelon Day

Texas ranks fourth in the U.S. in water-
melon production, growing 11% of the
3.4 billion pounds harvested annually.
Together, Florida, Georgia, California
and Texas produce three-fourths of
the refreshing fruit.

FINISH THIS
SENTENCE

Back to school
means...

Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. Email your short responses
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or
comment on our Facebook post.
Include your co-op and town.

Here are some of the responses to
our June prompt: Thanks, Dad, for ...

Never judging us and always giving us
your unconditional love and attention.

ELVIRA PULIDO
MAGIC VALLEY EC
MISSION

Making me get back on the horse.

LYNNE SINGHOFF
DEEP EAST TEXAS EC
HEMPHILL

Teaching me to use your tools,
believing in me and forgiving me
when I messed up.

ROSE HOLLY
PEDERNALES EC
GEORGETOWN

Teaching me when | was 14 to back
a trailer load full of cattle through
the gate.

SHIRLEY HAMPTON
PEDERNALES EC
HORSESHOE BAY

Visit our website to see more
responses.

Talkin' Texan

Not sure what took them so long,
but the folks behind the official
Scrabble dictionary finally added

a few words to the book that have
been heard in these parts for gen-
erations: guac, queso and yeehaw.

These potentially high-scoring
words are among about 500 new
words in the Official Scrabble
Players Dictionary, which gets
updated every few years.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

GRADUATION: METHAPHUM | STOCK.ADOBE.COM. SCRABBLE TILES: CHONES | STOCK.ADOBE.COM. WATERMELON: JOHNFOTO | DREAMSTIME.COM



JOHN FAULK

CHANELLE NIBBELINK

Tongue-Tied
My maternal grandparents both
immigrated to Texas from Germany
and Austria in the decades before World
War I [Auf Wiedersehen, May 2023]. My
mother, born in the early 1920s, was
their only child, and her first language
was German. Neither my sister nor
I were ever taught German.

Much later in life, I oft wondered
why we were not given the gift of a
second language.

John W. Palm Jr.
Hamilton County EC
Lampasas

Just Dew It

I have dewberries growing all around
my house [Crawling With Trouble, May
2023]. I fought them for years trying to
get rid of them, but you can’t. Then after
harvesting some, I made a cobbler and
just decided to cultivate them instead.

Sherrie Taylor
Via Facebook

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

TCP TALK

In a Whole New Light

“My wife and I just visited
the Morse Museum in Florida
and its large collection of
Tiffany works. We can’t wait
to visit the Gelman Stained
Glass Museum.”
RICHARD SANTAMARIA

PEDERNALES EC
DRIPPING SPRINGS

Westward Bound

Rise Up West [April 2023] was hauntingly
familiar. An ancestor moved to West
around the end of the Civil War from an
area that became the Czech Republic.

An uncle told me they left the old country
because it was involved in a civil war of
its own. That they left one country due to
civil war only to arrive in the U.S. with its
own civil war is ironic.

Ken Konvicka
United Cooperative Services
Graford

Mockingbirds Are Mean
I regret that the mockingbird is our state
bird [Roll Out the Red Carpet, December
2022]. Whoever put the mockingbird up
for this prestigious position obviously
knew nothing about the mockingbird.
The mockingbird is very aggressive
and mean. On several occasions, I have
been fortunate enough to intervene and
save the lives of bluebirds and cardinals
from mockingbirds.

Roberta McLaughlin
Heart of Texas EC
Lorena

WRITE TO US

letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701

Please include your electric
co-op and town. Letters may

be edited for clarity and length.
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COURTESY USEFUL WILD PLANTS

BY SHERYL SMITH-RODGERS

Scooter Cheatham
has dedicated his life
to voluminous books
that document uses
for Texas' plants

high school sophomores to figure out how plants
play a role in everything around them. As an example,
he challenged them to connect plants to a pair of scissors.
The Austin students, hoping for an easy answer, contacted
the manufacturer. “There are no plants in our scissors,” a
representative emailed back.

The response forced the teens to do their research. Ulti-
mately “they learned that the manufacturing of steel to make
scissors requires coal,” Cheatham says. “The orange plastic
handles are derived from petrochemicals. The students also
realized that the company representative was as ‘plant blind’
as everyone else about the importance of plants in our lives.”

They matter so much, in fact, that Cheatham has made
them his lifelong mission. Plants support our food, health
and industry—even contributing to the formation of coal
and petrochemicals. For more than 50 years, he and his
collaborators have worked to compile the ultimate refer-
ence encyclopedia: The Useful Wild Plants of Texas, the
Southeastern and Southwestern United States, the South-
ern Plains, and Northern Mexico.

Since 1995, Cheatham’s nonprofit Useful Wild Plants has
published four volumes, each counting 600 or more pages
and collectively weighing nearly 20 pounds. When completed,
the set will include at least 20 volumes and document the
economic uses of more than 4,000 plant species, both native
and naturalized.

“There’s nothing else like our volumes in the world,” says
Cheatham, seated at UWP’s office in East Austin. “They’re
0PPOSITE Scooter Cheatham, 77, has the most comprehensive, interdisciplinary treatment of
been documenting plants since 1971. plant species ever done, going back to their prehistoric
THIS PAGE, FROM TOP The sweet, slightly uses and forward to the most recent chemistry.
tser]wrrtut;evrvriltisr:;:; ;%Zﬁﬁ?ﬁ:lnues\;g%;e:n “People ask if this is our passion,” adds the self-educated
be made into wine and coffee. A honey- botanist. “I say it’s our obligation to the planet. We’ve got to
scented agarita in bloom. do this, or we won’t be ready when we run out of oil and gas.

Y EARS AGO Scooter Cheatham asked a classroom of

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM AUGUST 2023 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 7



The smallest single plant on our planet
has more promise for our future than
anything we could study in outer space.”

Whenever his time allows, Cheatham,
an architect and community and
regional planner by profession, returns
to Cuero, where he grew up gardening, milking cows and
riding horses. As a boy, he explored and hunted on his grand-
mother’s nearby ranch along the Guadalupe River, a portion
of which he owns today. Back then, he didn’t pay much
attention to the live oaks, native grasses and other plants.

That was, until 1971, when he and a pal, both students
at the University of Texas, embarked on an “experimental”
archaeology project. During spring break, they lived off
Cheatham’s family land like Indigenous peoples once did,
using tools they’d made themselves. The experience pro-
foundly impacted Cheatham.

“For 10 days, all we ate was a possum and an armadillo,”
he recalls. “Out there, we were surrounded by plants. But I

knew only a few common ones, like pecans and dewberries.

That’s when I realized how much we rely on plants.”

The lightbulb moment inspired a yearning to learn more
about the value of flora. Back on campus, Cheatham visited
botanist Marshall Johnston, who the year before had co-
written and published the 1,881-page Manual of Vascular
Plants of Texas. Cheatham asked the professor if there was
a comprehensive resource on the usefulness of plants. “No,”
Johnston told the younger man. “You should do it.”

Soin 1971, at age 26, Cheatham began what would turn
into a monumental, decadeslong undertaking.

Alongside the project, Cheatham, an accomplished artist
and photographer, taught architecture and watercolor
classes at UT for 10 years. He also led classes that taught
students how to forage for wild edibles.

8 TEXAS CO-OP POWER AUGUST 2023

Plants support our food, health and industry—even
contributing to the formation of coal and petrochemicals.

In 1977, arecent UT anthropology graduate named Lynn
Marshall signed up for the foraging class and agreed to
pay for half her course fees by volunteering with UWP.

She never left. Like Cheatham, she has dedicated herself
to the endeavor.

At the project’s start, compiling just the species list and
project parameters took a year and a half. Then Cheatham
and Johnston traveled extensively, photographing plants
in various stages of life. Filing cabinets in UWP’s office
contain their 350,000 slides. More filing cabinets house
thousands of manila folders, each labeled by plant genus
and packed with notes, printouts and research.

In 1995, Cheatham; Johnston, who has since retired; and
Marshall published their first volume. Subsequent volumes
followed in 2000, 2009 and 2015. They may be ordered
through the UWP website at usefulwildplants.org.

The tomes are made to last. “We believe people will need
them for several hundred years,” Cheatham says. “So we
don’t use cheap paper that would turn yellow in 18 months.”

Altogether, the four volumes published so far document
833 species. Organized alphabetically by genus, Volume 1
begins with Abronia (sand verbenas) and ends with Arundo
(giant cane). Volume 4 covers Cenchrus (grassburs) through
Convolvulus (wild morning glories). Still in progress, Volume 5
will begin with Conyza (horseweed).

Each genus section includes species descriptions, range
maps and color images. Subheadings enable readers to
quickly find specific information, such as “Native American
food uses,” “chemical components” and “author dye tests.”

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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oPPOSITE The drought-hardy damianita boasts aromatic
blooms in spring and summer. FROM LEFT Prairie paint-
brush blossoms attract hummingbirds and bees. A Texas
redbud's young seedpods are edible.

Entries run from less than one page to dozens. For exam-
ple, Bowlesia (Bowles parsley) is a scant page, but Carex
(sedges)—the largest genus in Texas flora—fills 76 pages.

Most people know about grassburs. When stepped on,
their spiny seedheads hurt like the blazes to pull out—hence
their reputation as a detestable weed. But surprise: “Some
members of the genus Centhrus are highly valued as range
grasses that increase the lease value of grazing lands,” accord-
ing to The Useful Wild Plants of Texas. “Native Americans of
the Southwest and prehistoric people of Texas used Centhrus
for food, therapy and utilitarian purposes.”

With more than a dozen volumes and thousands of entries
still to publish, Cheatham hopes to recruit and train more
staff.

“Lynn and I are spread extremely thin,” he says. “Right
now, we’re in a phase to raise consciousness about the
importance of plants and publicize what we’re doing so
we can raise the funds necessary to build a team that will
finish this project. With a full staff, all the volumes could
be completed in seven years.

“People need to know about Useful Wild Plants so they’ll
carry it on after we're gone,” he says. “This project belongs
to the world.” @

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Putting Plants
To Use

Gleaned from the pages of
The Useful Wild Plants of Texas:

Beebrush A thornless shrub with fra-
grant flowers. Add its fresh or dried
leaves to dishes as a spice that tastes
similar to oregano.

Hackberry A widespread deciduous
tree that grows 50-80 feet tall. Make a
toothbrush from a pencil-sized stem.
Peel the bark from one end, then chew
(or pound with a hammer) to spread out
the fibers.

Inland sea oats A grass with drooping,
oatlike seedheads. Seeds can be toasted
and milled into a coarse meal. For best
results, use a batter bread recipe that
calls for boiling the grains before baking.

Ragweed Flowering plants best known
for causing hay fever. A poultice of
leaves applied to a poison ivy rash is
said to ease the itch.

Trumpet creeper A woody vine with
reddish-orange flowers. Collect roots to
make ropes up to 30 feet long. Peel off
the outer layer and boil for two to three
hours in lye water, then pound with a
wooden mallet to soften. Twist the
strands into a half-inch-wide rope.

AUGUST 2023 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 9
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Labyrinths are providing Texans with ‘a profound sense of renewal and peace’
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY LAURA JENKINS

BOUT 20 MINUTES northwest of
Bastrop State Park, a labyrinth lies beneath a grove of
towering cedar elms. Seven circles of sandstone, Colo-
rado River rock and honeycomb limestone—all native
to the area—comprise what’s known as a Cretan, or class-
ical, design at Bastrop Botanical Gardens. A shepherd’s
hook, the name of the long, perpendicular row that leads
straight to the bench in the center of the labyrinth, is
lined with an eclectic array of rocks and stones, gifts
that Deena Spellman received for her birthday in 2012.

Each stone has a story. They celebrate friendships,
symbolize memories and mark devastating losses. It was
loss, in fact, that inspired Spellman to begin
constructing the labyrinth she’d been dream-
ing of building for more than a decade.

“After the Bastrop County Complex Fire
destroyed so many of our neighbors’ and
customers’ homes in 2011, I wanted to create
a space where people could find some peace
and maybe a little hope,” says Spellman,
the owner of Bastrop Botanical Gardens,

a boutique nursery. “Since then, many
people who needed a quiet place to heal
have walked the labyrinth. The Cretan part
gives you time to contemplate what’s on
your mind while you’re walking to the center,
or source. The shepherd’s hook gives you
direct access. Sometimes you just need to
get to source.”

Simply put, a labyrinth is a meandering
path leading to a center, a geometric frame-
work for walking, meditation and reflection. Many use it as
atool for personal and spiritual transformation. There are
more than 4,500 documented labyrinths in the U.S., accord-
ing to the World-Wide Labyrinth Locator.

oPpPOSITE Karen Knight, a certified labyrinth
facilitator, walks the labyrinth at her Ardor
Wood Farm in Red Rock. ABoVE Deena
Spellman created the labyrinth at Bastrop
Botanical Gardens so visitors can “find
some peace and maybe a little hope.”

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

At last count, 240 were listed in
Texas—most open to the public,
though a handful are private.

Many Texas labyrinths are situ-
ated at houses of worship or spiritual
retreat centers, but they’re not just
for religious folks. There’s a laby-
rinth in the meditation garden at the
National Vietnam War Museum in
Weatherford. The UTHealth Hous-
ton nursing school installed one
for students as a means of reducing stress. You can find
labyrinths at parks, schools and retirement centers.

They’re by no means new. The oldest documented
labyrinth dates to 1200 B.C. It was found in Pylos, Greece.

Many conflate labyrinths and mazes, but there’s one
major difference between the two. Mazes may offer numer-
ous possible routes to the center, some of which are dead
ends. But labyrinths feature only one nonbranching route
to the center. One way in, and one way out. They’re ancient
archetypes—multicultural symbols that have been found
on every continent except Antarctica.

AUGUST 2023 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 11




CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT The Rev. Mike Marsh
and Brenda Faulkner, director of programs at
Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas.
The St. Philip's Episcopal Church labyrinth in
Uvalde. Labyrinth guru Robert Ferré.

“Before we begin, I encourage people to start in a place of gratitude and to keep
the three Rs in mind: releasing, receiving and returning,” Karen Knight says.

Robert Ferré, a retired labyrinth builder and author of
the book The Labyrinth Revival: A Personal Account, says
labyrinths went from being archetypal symbols to walkable
structures sometime in the Middle Ages.

“Originally labyrinths were small drawings and illustra-
tions in manuscripts,” says Ferré, who lives in San Antonio
and has designed more than 1,100 labyrinths worldwide.
“At some point somebody decided to build one large enough
that they could walk around in. It became a symbol you
could embody.

“I think labyrinths reflect a spiritual need in a society that
has wandered into living too shallowly, or on the surface of
things,” he says. “They signal our need to go deeper.”

Using a labyrinth as a means of self-reflection is some-
thing Karen Knight knows a lot about. She’s a certified
labyrinth facilitator and co-owner of Ardor Wood Farm in
Red Rock. She became interested in labyrinths in 2011 after
visiting Chartres Cathedral in France. Her husband, Graham

12 TEXAS CO-OP POWER AUGUST 2023

Pierce, built a labyrinth in the cathedral’s style at their farm
for Knight’s 50th birthday, a gift that their camping and
retreat guests often utilize.

Knight also offers “labyrinth magic” experiences, wherein
she guides people through the labyrinth using the Veriditas
method, which she learned from one of the world’s foremost
labyrinth authorities, the Rev. Dr. Lauren Artress.

“Before we begin, I encourage people to start in a place of
gratitude and to keep the three Rs in mind: releasing,
receiving and returning,” Knight says. “You’re releasing on
the way in during your walk. Perhaps there’s a specific
thing you’re letting go of, or maybe you're just releasing the
busy chatter in your head. You're receiving and staying
open while you're in the middle, and as you return you're
taking your experience home.

“I feel like it’s a moving meditation,” she says. “People
need a pause. We're often busy, depleted or distressed, and
labyrinths can bring a profound sense of renewal and peace.”

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



A suspended sculpture by
Lewis deSoto creates a
labyrinth in shadow on the
University of Texas at San
Antonio’s downtown campus.

to cope with trauma and grief.
They’ve committed to a presence
of at least five years in the small
town. Brenda Faulkner, the direc-
tor of programs, moved to Uvalde
to take the job—not only because
her son, daughter-in-law and

two grandsons live there but also
because she wanted to help the
community heal.

She had used labyrinths as a
therapeutic tool for years, so using
the one at St. Philip’s with some of
the children came naturally to her.

“T've found that walking the
sacred path, which is what Mike
calls their labyrinth, serves a
couple of purposes,” Faulkner
says. “One is that it gets us out-
doors. We have a lot of beautiful
days in Uvalde. At the beginning
of the path I say, T'm old, so you're
going to have to go slower for me
so I can keep up with you.” And as
we walk, we talk. It’s also great
because it’s a very physical thing. As they’re moving and
we're talking, they’re often not even aware that the thera-
peutic process is going on.

“What’s interesting about walking a labyrinth,” she says,
“is that just about the time you think you're done, you're

HE REV. MIKE MARSH was sold on the bene- only a quarter done, which kind of correlates with the
fits of labyrinths long before he became the rector of St. grief process.”
Philip’s Episcopal Church in Uvalde in 2005. Nine years later, Marsh has observed the same thing.
he and Ferré designed and built one for the church. It was a “There’s a metaphor in the walking,” he says. “If you
gift to the community, and now it’s a place of respite in the follow the path, you’re not going to get lost. You may get
aftermath of the 2022 Robb Elementary School shooting. disoriented because it looks like you’re getting almost
“T've seen many individuals and families linger there to the center and then you're way out on the periphery
over the years,” Marsh says. again. But the discipline is to follow the path. Don’t over-
San Antonio-based Children’s Bereavement Center of thinkit.” @

South Texas uses a church building that is adjacent to the
labyrinth to serve children in the community struggling
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Offer Code: 6ZR464

Hit the Road

Event Calendar

Fairs, festivals, food
and family fun! Pick
your region. Pick your
month. Pick your event.

With hundreds of
events across Texas
listed every month,
TexasCoopPower.com
has something for you.

Plan now
TexasCoopPower.com/events

TEXASCOOPPOWER.C
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is National Replacement Window
Month at Renewal by Andersen”

)l RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Call before August 31!

Buy one window or $DO
door, get one o

40°/O OFF1 with Pagwts
A O~

P Y LIEXTTRAY$ 400 Interest

off your entire order for1

Why did we declare August National
Replacement Window Month?
Because even though the summer

is hot, that doesn’t mean you

have to live with the heat inside

your home, too. Replacing just a few
windows or a door now can help
make your home cooler during the
summer—and warmer in the winter.

Why Renewal by Andersen?

» Renewal by Andersen is the full-service replacement
window division of Andersen, a 120-year-old family-owned
company with a reputation for excellence in window and
door craftsmanship.

« Our exclusive composite Fibrex® windows are not only
beautiful, they’re remarkably strong, offer superior energy
efficiency and require minimal maintenance.?

- Our factory-trained Certified Master Installers have years
of experience installing only windows and doors, and
they’ll treat you and your home with the utmost respect.

Call or scan the code to book your FREE Window & Door Diagnosis

ReNewaL [EETEE 512-298-1858 432-257-3640
by your & .- . San Antonio Dallas/Fort Worth
e TN MAE | 210-961-9990 469-606-5229

TopWindowSolution.com

'Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 4 or more. Buy 2 windows or doors and get the second 2 windows or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off —applied
to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. $400 discount valid during first appointment only. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify
for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 8/31/23 with the purchase then occurring on or before 9/10/23.
No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available from third-party lenders to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No Finance Charges will
be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. 3See limited warranty for details at https://www.renewalbyandersen.com/homeowner-help/warranty.
*National Replacement Window Month is not a Congressionally-approved designation. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by
Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Central Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Austin
and San Antonio. North Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. See complete information and entity
identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.



Smart tips,
tricks, products
and tools
to save
electricity
and stay cool
in scorching
Central Texas

® Bluebonnet

By Melissa Segrest

WE’RE NEVER QUITE PREPARED for August. Even
record-breaking heat in June and July does not stifle hope that this
month could be less cruel.

Every year, though, we seem to end up singing the same refrains:

“I've never felt anything like this.”

“This has got to be the hottest summer ever.”

“Is this heat ever going to end?”

It could be October before the first whift of cooler temperatures
reaches Central Texas. To help you get through the remainder of
this Texas-sized summer, we've rounded up ideas, information and
advice on how to save some electricity while keeping you cool.
Maybe you can make a few simple adjustments around the house

today, discover interesting energy-saving products on the market or look forward to some cooling
innovations on the horizon.

Learn about the tools Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative members can access online or on their
smartphones to help track their energy use. Even Bluebonnet’s line workers have some advice on
ways to stay safe if youre working outside.

Until cooler weather rolls around, stay hydrated, indoors and safe!
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GET MORE TIPS:

M Bluebonnet’s website,
bluebonnet.coop/summer-saving-tips

M energy.gov/energysaver

B comptroller.texas.gov/programs/seco
M puc.texas.gov/consumer

M tdhca.state.tx.us (for weatherization
assistance info)

BLUEBONNET.COOP

® GRADUALLY
TURN UP your
thermostat by two
or three degrees

to maintain your
comfort at a slightly
warmer temperature
when you are home.

® USE A
PROGRAMMABLE
or smart thermostat.
It can raise the
temperature when
you leave the house,
lower it when you’re
on your way home
and be adjusted with
a smartphone app.

® PLACE YOUR
THERMOSTAT on
the interior wall of
an often-used room,
away from windows
or the kitchen.

® SWITCH TO LED bulbs to fit any light, including
fancy chandeliers.

@® CHANGE YOUR HVAC filters monthly, or on the
manufacturer's recommended schedule, to maintain
efficiency.

@ USE LIGHT-BLOCKING reflective shades and/or films
on south- and west-facing windows to deflect heat;
trees and awnings provide shade.

® TURN THE WATER heater to 120 degrees; get an
insulation wrap or water heater blanket.

® TURN OFF CEILING FANS and lights when leaving a
room. If your fan has a reversing switch, make blades
turn counterclockwise to push air down.

® HAVE A PRO inspect your HVAC unit, insulation and
ductwork to spot potential problems.

@ CONSIDER A FULL report from a professional
energy assessor, who conducts blower door tests and
thermographic inspections.

® REPLACING YOUR HVAC system? The most efficient
Energy Star systems can save you 20% or more on
cooling costs. Consider heat pump systems (they both
heat and cool more efficiently) as alternatives.

More SURVIVING SUMMER tips on the next two pages

TIPS TO SAVE ENERGY,
MONEY THIS SUMMER

® DETECT AND
SEAL leaks
around windows
and doors with
caulk or weather-
stripping. Check
fireplace dampers,
electric outlets,
attic hatches or
window-mounted
AC units, too. If
you can rattle a
door or window,
or see daylight
around frames,
there could be a
leak. Try passing
a lighted incense
stick around frames
and watch where
the smoke goes.

@ DON’T USE
large appliances
when it’s hot,
particularly the
clothes dryer; wash
full loads of clothes
in cold water.

August 2023 BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE TEXAS CO-OP POWER 17
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LIFE IN A HOT SPOT

Texas consistently has four cities that make the lists of America’s hottest cities, any way you
measure it. Austin, above left, and Houston, are often in the top 5, behind Las Vegas, Phoenix and
Tucson, Arizona. San Antonio and Dallas also typically make top 10 lists. This summer’s heat records
cement our state’s dubious status. Last year was Texas’ second hottest summer on record, with

an average temperature of nearly 90 degrees Fahrenheit in Austin from June through August. We
don’t hold a candle to the world’s hottest spots, though: Oman, Libya, Sudan and Ethiopia have

recorded highs of around, or higher than, 130 degrees.

products to cut the heat

FROM BLINDS that adjust to sunlight and heat, to smart AC vents and ceiling fans, product innovations

abound. Here are a few:

SMART BLINDS

Motorized blinds and shades can
run off a battery pack, solar panel
or wall socket. They open, close or
change angles via a smartphone
app, remote control or voice-
controlled device. Some blinds can
be programmed to respond to
sunlight and temperature. Shades
that block and reflect light are best
for Texas summers. Smart blinds
start at about $300 per window;
conversion kits for existing blinds
start at about $100.

REFLECTIVE ROOF COATINGS

Traditional roofs can absorb 90% or more of the sun’s
energy. Ideally, a cool roof coating or material is added
when a house is built or a roof covering is replaced.
Retrofitting existing roofs isn’t always cheaper or easier.
Reflective white paint can reduce a flat roof’s heat
absorption. Concrete- or ceramic-particle coatings, or
polymer-based ones, can work on existing roofs. One
alternative is to replace existing shingles with light-colored
asphalt ones coated with reflective materials. Solar tiles
or panels do double duty, reflecting heat and generating
electricity. Do your homework before a DIY roof-coating
project, or call a pro. Coolroofs.org and energy.gov/
energysaver/cool-roofs have more information.

18 TEXAS CO-OP POWER BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE August 2023

SMART VENTS

Motorized HVAC smart vents or registers can correct
airflow imbalances. Some have integrated temperature
and air pressure sensors; others use their own controller
and smart thermostat. They can work with smartphone
apps and voice-controlled devices, and be battery-
operated or wired into your system. Keen, Flair and
Ecovent are among popular brands with prices (for vents
only) from $89 to $189. Smart Cocoon offers a “booster
fan” vent to just improve air flow, $111.

SMART CEILING FANS

Fans cool people, not rooms, by as much as 4
degrees Fahrenheit. Smart fans can tell if a room
is occupied and

operate based i

onaroom’s N &
temperature. A B

smartphone app ;ﬁ_ﬂR -

or voice-controlled _——"7 Y ==
device operates

them, or they can

connect with a

smart thermostat. Improve your existing fan with
a new wall switch, like Lutron’s Caseta, $49.25. A
smart-home hub, like the $99 Bond Bridge, sends
signals to your fan’s existing remote control. Most
major fan brands have smart models: Hunter’s range
from $170 to $650.

BLUEBONNET.COOP



TRACK YOUR
ELECTRICITY USE

Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative
members have access to easy-to-use
online and mobile app tools to help
analyze electric consumption and costs.

Monthly Usage Sep 2022 to Jun 2023
Customer since: August 18, 2022
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ONLINE

1. Log into your Bluebonnet account
by clicking “Log in” at the top of any
page on bluebonnet.coop. If you have
not set up an online account, go to
bluebonnet.coop/mybluebonnet for
instructions and information.

Doug Grimm, a crew supervisor in Giddings, pours an electrolyte powder into a cold 2. Click the “My Usage” tab in the blue
bottle of water to stay hydrated. The powders use an optimal sodium-to-glucose ratio that bar at top.
delivers water to the body faster. Sarah Beal photo

3. Usage Explorer shows how much

L' k L) temperature. Frozen sponges and electricity you used by the month, day
I ne WO r ers water bottles straight out of a cooler or hour, as well as corresponding daily

h h are other tools. temperatures.
. . . 4. The Usage Comparison tool lets you
Ot weat e r ©® WEAR a wide-brimmed hat with compare two months’ bills, side by side.
= = a water-soaked bandana in it. That
tl s & t"CkS offers sun protection and adds 5. The Average Usage tool shows how
evaporative cooling for the head. much electricity you consumed and
your costs over a period of time.
SOME JOBS require work @ CREATE a shaded “cooling zone.” 6. Click Usage Management to view
. Workers in the field set up a tent or electric use data or download it onto
outdoors in extreme heat, and canopy in a shaded area for quick

that includes Bluebonnet Electric breaks. Battery-powered fans or QPR
Cooperative’s line workers. Though misting systems help with cooling. hbden st e lil 2

- : . . 1. Download Bluebonnet’s free app,
routine work is scheduled before the @ WEAR lightweight, breathable MyBluebonnet, in the App Store for

worst of a day’s heat begins, outages  clothing. While line workers on a iPhone or Google Play for Android.
require a quick response, no matter job must wear personal protective

equipment, they couple that with 2. Log in using the email associated

the temperature. Here are some of their lightest-weight regulation with your account and your password.

their secrets to beating the heat: clothes. 3 Click of Usage‘at the bottom of the

@ HYDRATE! Water is the go-to, @ MAINTAIN close communication L -

and extra hydration ingredients such ~ with co-workers. Line workers are 4. See your electric use for today, the

as electrolyte powders containing trained to watch for signs of heat- previous week or other periods.

sodium, potassium, calcium and related illness in their team members 5. Set up notifications by clicking on

magnesium can help replenish minerals and provide aid if needed. Those R, o LS S e

lost in sweat. Some line workers prefer  signs can include muscle cramps or Settings, then Manage Notifications.

the tangy salt-and-vinegar taste of spasms, heavy sweating, extreme d

pickle juice, which can reduce muscle thirst, high body temperature, cool/

cramps brought on by extreme heat as  pale skin, headache, fast but weak

well as aid hydration. pulse and dizziness/fainting. Sources: energy.gov, energystar.gov,
science.org, bbc.com, coolroofs.org,

@ APPLY cool water or damp towels @ INCORPORATE hydrating foods. nytimes.com/Wwirecutter, Lutron.com,

to the body’s temperature-regulating Line workers increase their liquid Pella, howtogeek.com, thesmartcave.com,

zones. Putting a cold compress or intake by eating watermelon, smarterhomegquide.com, Keen Home,

water on wrists, temples, the neck or cucumber, oranges, strawberries or Flair.co, howstuffworks.com,

behind knees can help lower body food with high-water content. hunterfan.com, Constellation Energy
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SPEND A DAY IN

Ouldivel

By Alyssa Meinke

CALDWELL, in the heart of Burleson County, has a history
steeped in the trade and shipping that followed the path of El
Camino Real. That famed route, established in the 1700s by
Spanish colonialists, connected Texas with Mexico City.

When Caldwell's founders established the town in about
1840, they named it after Matthew Caldwell, a Texas army sol-
dier and signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence. The
community sits at the junction of State Highways 21 and 36,
about 27 miles east of College Station. Its 4,109 residents, many
of them descendants of Czech immigrants, still see Santa Fe and
Southern Pacific railroad trains carry freight through their town,
as they have for 111 years. For its first few years, Caldwell was
the Milam County seat. It became the seat of Burleson County
in 1846, when that county was established.

Today, Caldwell hosts several annual festivals that draw
crowds from across the region. The Kolache Festival, held on
the second Saturday of every September on the downtown
square, attracts up to 30,000 visitors who eat thousands of the
popular Czech pastries. It is the community’s most popular
event. The weeklong Burleson County Fair is also held each
September, and the Margarita Fest happens in May.

WHAT T0 DO

Start with a visit to one of the town’s eight parks, playgrounds, sports
courts and sports fields. Besides typical park amenities, the largest,
Davidson Creek Park, 560 Davidson Creek Park, offers plenty of
places for activities, including fishing ponds, a splash pad, horseshoe
and washer pits, batting cages, a basketball court, disc golf course, and
walking and jogging trails. Entry is free. The splash pad is open 11a.m.-
8 p.m. daily, and the park is open year-round. See a list of other parks
in Caldwell at caldwelltx.gov/parks-and-recreation.

Learn about the town’s history and explore historical documents

at the Caldwell Historical Museum, 103 Texas 21, open 10 a.m.-7
p.m. Monday-Saturday, and 1 p.m.-6 p.m. Sunday. Learn more about
Czech history and culture at the Burleson County Czech Heritage
Museum, 200 E. Fawn St., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday. The nine-hole golf
course at Copperas Hollow Country Club, 995 Country Club Drive,
charges greens fees ranging from $15-$36 a person. It is open every
day except Monday from 8 a.m. until dark.

Take a tour of Royalty Pecan Farms, 10600 Texas 21, a family-owned
pecan orchard established in 1985. The next tour is scheduled for Sept.
2, and tickets go on sale in August. Admission is free for children 5 and
younger and $14.99 for everyone else. A ticket includes 4 ounces of raw
pecans and a bottle of water.

Continued on next page

20 TEXAS CO-OP POWER BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE August 2023

—, s

Above, a mural in downtown Caldwell. Plentiful trade and land
for agriculture attracted early residents to its established Czech-
speaking community. Siani Carruthers photo

Christine
Campbell, left,
owner of Jake’s
Bakery, takes a
batch of kolaches
from the oven. The
bakery is open just
one day a month,
but caters events
and definitely
participates in
kolache festivals.
Christine cuts the
dough into circles
with the same
metal soup can
her grandmother
used when she
owned the bakery.

A pair of Czech
hymnals, left,
from the 1800s
are on display

at the Burleson
County Czech
Heritage Museum.
The thicker book
in the foreground
is believed to
have been hidden
inside a loaf

of bread and
smuggled out of
Europe.

Sarah Beal photos

Mollie Marsh, left, and Melissa Brune enjoy cake and wine at Lissa’s
Restyled Sip & Shop. Mollie owns Just Because by Mol, a jewelry
boutique, and Mollie’s MojiLife, a home and car fragrance company.

BLUEBONNET.COOP



Continued from previous page

GRAB A BITE

Dining options in Caldwell ranked in
Tripadvisor’s top three restaurants are:

The Garden Spot Cafe, 1301 W. Texas 21,
which serves a variety of American dishes,
including breakfast, sandwiches, salads and
daily specials, 7 a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.

Indulge in fresh seafood infused with Cajun
and Creole flavors at Texas Seafood and
Steak House, 300 Presidential Corridor W., 11
a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday-Thursday, 11a.m.-10 p.m.
Friday-Saturday.

Masfajitas, 305 Texas 36, offers Tex-Mex
and Mexican cuisine, 11a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday-
Thursday, 11a.m.-10 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

Other dining options include Four Tines
Restaurant at the Surrey Inn, 403 E. Texas 21,
11a.m.-8:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 11a.m.-9
p.m. Friday and Saturday, and 11a.m.-2 p.m.
Sunday; Homestead Cafe, 198 Texas 36, 8
a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, 7 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sunday; and Nonnie’s Bakery, 1601 Texas 21,
open 6 a.m.-noon Sunday-Thursday, 6 a.m.-1
p.m. Friday and Saturday.

STOP AND SHOP

Caldwell has several boutiques and gift shops
run by local entrepreneurs, including:

The Humble Life, 100 S. Echols St., sells
homemade soaps and body care products,
artisan goods, and it has a smoothie bar, 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday.

Find gifts, paintings by local artists and drink
mixes while you enjoy baked goods, breakfast
or lunch specials, coffee or wine at Lissa’s
Restyled Sip & Shop, 205 S. Main St., 7
a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Friday and
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday.

Other shopping options include Rocking

5H Boutique, 201S. Main St.; Back Porch
Antiques, 123 W. Buck St.; Mimosa
Mercantile, 212 S. Echols St.; and Nono Rose
Western Wear, 201S. Main St.

TIPS FROM LOCALS

Plan your visit at a time when Jake’s Bakery,
160 N. Texas 36, is open, advises Susan Mott,
Burleson County Chamber of Commerce
director. There, Christine Campbell, the
president of the Czech Heritage Museum, and
her husband, Robert, bake authentic Czech
kolaches to honor their heritage. Find the
bakery’s schedule at bit.ly/43YQIOT.

Get more information from caldwelltx.gov/
eat-shop-explore and burlesoncountytx.
com.

Sources: City of Caldwell (www.caldwelltx.
gov), Texas Almanac, Texas State Library,
Texas State Historical Association.

— Harlye Bonorden contributed to this story

BLUEBONNET.COOP

BLUEBONNET NEWS

An outstanding essay allowed Manor’s J.T. Thomas, third from right, to participate in
a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National
Cemetery, an honor accorded to only a few youth tour participants.

Memorials, memories for area students
on Washington, D.C., youth tour

SOME OF THE NATION’S most
famous sites and symbols were among
memorable stops for Johnique “J.T.
Thomas and Tara Williams, high school
seniors who represented Bluebonnet
Electric Cooperative on the 2023 govern-
ment youth tour in Washington, D.C.

The two spent 10 days in the nation’s
capital in June. Thomas, a student at
Manor Early College High School, and
Williams, a student at Colorado River
Collegiate Academy in Bastrop, joined
hundreds of teenagers from across the
nation for the annual trip.

At Arlington National Cemetery,
Thomas participated in the wreath-
laying ceremony that pays tribute to the

sacrifices of unknown U.S. soldiers. One
of Williams’ favorite stops was the Library
of Congress. Their Government-in-Action
Youth Tour included visits to the U.S.
Supreme Court Building, the U.S. Senate
and House of Representatives' chambers,
the Lincoln Memorial, Mount Vernon and
many other iconic locations.

“I was surprised how accessible the people
who run our government are,” Thomas said.
“They had welcome signs on their doors say-
ing, ‘Please come in.””

Applications for the 2024 youth tour will
become available on bluebonnet.coop in
November.

Watch a video with this story online at
bluebonnet.coop.

Bastrop’s Tara Williams was among hundreds of students from across the nation selected
for the government youth tour this summer. ‘I think what’s going to stay with me the
longest is the connection on the national level — that was pretty powerful,’ she said of the
experience. Photos courtesy National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
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27,000 followers
& 88,000 monthly visitors

P'ugar;ecl in

§ Bluebonnet’s
&) social media, website
and mobile app! ﬂ
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Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Linkedin.
Visit us online at bluebonnet.coop.
Download the MyBluebonnet mobile app.
Get important, timely information about:

@ Severe weather alerts and information
® Online account tools and tips
® Energy-saving ideas
® Contests and giveaways
® Career opportunities
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BLUEBONNET NEWS

Grants awarded for first-responder
equipment, commumty facilities

BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC Coopera-
tive and the Lower Colorado River Author-
ity recently provided grants to community
nonprofit organizations and projects as part of
LCRA’s Community Development Partner-
ship Program. Bluebonnet, one of LCRA’s
wholesale electric customers, is proud to
partner with LCRA to support its members
and communities.

Applications for the next round of grants
will be accepted in January. Find more infor-
mation about this program and the applica-

tion at Icra.org/cdpp.

TOP PHOTO: A $25,000 grant will help
Bastrop County Emergency Services District
No. 2, which serves the eastern portion

of the county, acquire two mechanical

CPR devices. These devices deliver chest
compressions, helping reduce the fatigue
of first responders who perform CPR and
enabling them to focus on other aspects of
emergency care. The department provided
$14,142 in matching funds. Pictured, from
left, are Seth Moss, firefighter; Rick Arnic,
LCRA regional affairs representative;
Gregory Klaus, Bastrop County judge;
Bailey Grahn, firefighter; Robert ‘Bobby’
Lewis and Margaret D. ‘Meg’ Voelter,

LCRA board members; Donnie Grauke Jr.,
firefighter; Josh Coy, Bluebonnet’s Bastrop-
area community representative; Josh Gill,
fire chief; Kevin Hoegenauer, lieutenant
firefighter; Lisa Eller, office manager; and
Guy Hall Il firefighter.

MIDDLE PHOTO: A $25,000 grant will help
Carmine, in northeastern Fayette County,
build a new concrete plaza and renovate

the flood-damaged pavilion at Muehlbrad-
Albers City Park. The Carmine Economic
Development Corporation provided $32,800
in matching funds. Pictured, front row, from
left, are Jane Press, Carmine Economic
Development Corporation board member;
Vicki LaRue, Carmine EDC board member
and grant project coordinator; Byron Balke,
Bluebonnet board assistant secretary/
treasurer; Margaret D. ‘Meg’ Voelter, LCRA
board member; Susan Bathe, Carmine mayor
pro tem and Carmine EDC board president;
Kristi Wunderlich, Carmine EDC board

vice president; and Wade Eilers, Carmine
mayor. Back row, from left, are: Anita
Drydale, Carmine city council member; Ruby
McCullough, Carmine EDC board member;
Sherry Murphy, Bluebonnet’s Giddings-area
community representative; Luke Sternadel,
Fayette County commissioner, Precinct 2;
Dan Mueller, Fayette County judge; Richard
Thames, Carmine EDC board treasurer;
Cassie Austin, Mueller’s executive assistant;
and Russell Jurk, Bluebonnet board member.

BLUEBONNET.COOP
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ABOVE: A $25,000 grant will help the Tanglewood Volunteer Fire Department in
northeastern Lee County purchase a new Jaws of Life hydraulic tool set that will be used
to help rescue people trapped in wrecked vehicles. The department provided $6,375 in
matching funds. Pictured, from left, are Savannah Hall, Tanglewood VFD supporter; Guy
Hall 11, first assistant fire chief; Russell Jurk, Bluebonnet board member; Sherry Murphy,
Bluebonnet’s Giddings-area community representative; Margaret D. ‘Meg’ Voelter, LCRA
board member; Guy Hall Jr,, fire chief; Julie Hall, Tanglewood VFD supporter; Debbie
Key, firefighter and emergency care attendant; and Travis Crim, captain. LCRA photos
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Brand New for 2023!

20232 Pure Stlver Dollars
from FIVE Countries

ADDED this Year! 2023
British Silver Britannta

This 2023 Stt ncludes
Two “Firsts” and a “Last”

5 Countries,
5 Pure Silver

Your Silver Passport to Travel the World

The 5 Most Popular Pure Silver Coins on Earth in One Set

world’s five most popular pure silver coins. Newly struck

for 2023 in one ounce of fine silver, each coin will arrive in
Brilliant Uncirculated (BU) condition. Your excursion includes
stops in the United States, Canada, South Africa, China and Great
Britain.

We’ve Done the Work for You with this
Extraordinary 5-Pc. World Silver Coin Set

Each of these coins is recognized for its breathtaking beauty, and
for its stability even in unstable times, since each coin is backed by
its government for weight, purity and legal-tender value.

Travel the globe, without leaving home—with this set of the

2023 American Silver Eagle: The Silver Eagle is the most popular
coin in the world, with its iconic Adolph Weinman Walking
Liberty obverse backed by Emily Damstra's Eagle Landing reverse.
Struck in 99.9% fine silver at the U.S. Mint.

2023 Canada Maple Leaf: A highly sought-after
bullion coin since 1988, this 2023 issue includes
the FIRST and likely only use of a transitional
portrait, of the late Queen Elizabeth II. These
are also expected to be the LAST Maple Leafs to
bear Her Majesty's effigy. Struck in high-purity
99.99% fine silver at the Royal Canadian Mint.

2023 South African Krugerrand: The Krugerrand continues to
be the best-known, most respected numismatic coin brand in the
world. 2023 is the Silver Krugerrand's 6th year of issue. Struck in
99.9% fine silver at the South African Mint.

2023 China Silver Panda: 2023 is the 40th anniversary of the first
silver Panda coin, issued in 1983. China Pandas are noted for their

heart-warming one-year-only designs. Struck in 99.9% fine silver at

the China Mint.

GovMint.com = 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. WRD349-05, Eagan, MN 55121

2023 British Silver Britannia: One of the Royal /-
Mint's flagship coins, this 2023 issue is the FIRST /e :' ﬁ
in the Silver Britannia series to carry the portrait 1= = &
of King Charles I1I, following the passing of Queen £

Elizabeth II. Struck in 99.9% fine silver. R

Exquisite Designs Struck in Precious Silver
These coins, with stunningly gorgeous finishes and detailed designs
that speak to their country of origin, are sure to hold a treasured
place in your collection. Plus, they provide you with a unique way
to stock up on precious silver. Here’s a legacy you and your family
will cherish. Act now!

SAVE with this
World Coin Set

You'll save both time and money on
this world coin set with FREE shipping
and a BONUS presentation case, plus a
new and informative Silver Passport!

2023 World Silver 5-Coin Set Regular Price $229 - $199
SAVE $30.00 (over 13%) + FREE SHIPPING
FREE SHIPPING: Standard domestic shipping. Not valid on previous purchases.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-888-201-7070

Offer Code WRD349-05

Please mention this code when you call.

SPECIAL GALL-IN ONLY OFFER

SILVER
PASSPORT

Not sold yet? To learn more,
place your phone camera here >>>
or visit govmint.com/WRD

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk.
GovMint.com reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date
of publication but may change significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-
conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2023 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.



LARRY MCMURTRY BY BILL WITTLIFF, 1987 | COURTESY THE WITTLIFF COLLECTIONS | TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY

A Page of the Past

Traces of real-life Texans ride through McMurtry's ‘Lonesome Dove’

BY W.F. STRONG

MILLIONS OF cOPIES of Larry McMurtry’s
Lonesome Dove have sold since the novel
was published in 1985. The miniseries
that followed in 1989 was likewise im-
mensely popular. McMurtry himself
called it the Gone With the Wind of the
West, but he never loved the book as
much as his fans. “You know most writers
come to dislike their most popular books,”
he once told journalist John Spong.
“Henry James hated Daisy Miller, which
is what he is known by. He’s probably
written 35 other books. I feel a little that
way about Lonesome Dove.”

McMurtry said he never saw the mini-
series. Maybe if he had, he would have
better understood how endearingly
Robert Duvall, Tommy Lee Jones and

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Diane Lane brought their characters to
life. I can’t help but wonder if those char-
acters were modeled after real-life Texans.

But McMurtry said that that wasn’t his
aim. Though Woodrow Call has some at-
tributes of Charles Goodnight, and Gus
McCrae has some attributes of Oliver Lov-
ing, the novel’s main characters were not
modeled after actual historical figures.
McMurtry said the book is not meant to
be a faithful history of the era but rather
one that has echoes of those times.

In fact, he sought to authentically de-
mythologize the life of the cowboy and
show how brutally difficult their lives
were. “The whole book is permeated
with criticism of the Old West from start
to finish,” he said.

FOOTNOTES IN TEXAS HISTORY

Listen as W.F.
Strong narrates this
story on our website.

Nonetheless, McMurtry acknowledged
that somehow Call and McCrae became
celebrated heroes. He said a lot of people
“were nostalgic for the culture of the Old
West, though it was a terrible culture.”

Bits of history did however make it
into the book.

One event in the actual lives of Good-
night and Loving that’s enlarged within
the book is Loving’s death. Goodnight
returned his body from Fort Sumner,
New Mexico, to Weatherford. In the
novel, Call takes McCrae’s body all the
way from Montana to Texas, a much
longer journey with far more drama.

Antagonist Blue Duck was a real Na-
tive American chief, but McMurtry said
that was coincidental. He chose the
name without realizing that, and that’s
where the similarity stops. But the char-
acter’s death is without question similar
to that of the Kiowa Chief Satanta, who
killed himself while imprisoned.

The character Joshua Deets was in-
spired by Bose Ickard, a longtime friend
of Goodnight. When Ickard died, Good-
night carved a fervent epitaph for him.
McMurtry used quite similar words—
and some of the exact ones—when Call
carves an epitaph for Deets.

As we read on, we do encounter gen-
uine historical figures, though their biog-
raphies are massaged—people like Judge
Roy Bean, John Wesley Hardin and the
ubiquitous Goodnight, who’s never very
chatty and always on the move.

Near the end of the book, a reporter
exclaims to Call that people are saying
he’s a man of vision. He responds, “Yes,
a hell of a vision.” The real Goodnight
actually said this line in a similar cir-
cumstance, referring to all the tough
times and horror he had seen as a Texas
Ranger and frontier rancher. @
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TCP KITCHEN

Cumin-Dusted Steak
Sheet Pan
1" teaspoons ground cumin, divided use
ea S 1'/s teaspoons salt, divided use

/s teaspoon ground black pepper
All-in-one dishes make serving and cleanup a snap 12 pounds well-trimmed boneless top sirloin

or flat iron steak (cut 1-inch thick)

BY VIANNEY RODRIGUEZ, FOOD EDITOR .
1 pound unpeeled sweet potatoes, cut into

If you're looking for the perfect less-mess sheet pan meal, 1-inch cubes or wedges (about 3 cups)

try this flavorful and balanced steak dinner. This recipe, 2 tablespoons ?!i"e oil, divided use

adapted from our friends at Beef Loving Texans, is i) casy . Va teaSP.OOH chili powder

you'll want to make it all summer. ‘ 1 bag trimmed fresh green beans (12 ounces)

1 teaspoon garlic powder

1. Preheat oven to 450 degrees.

2. Combine 1 teaspoon cumin, % teaspoon salt
and pepper in a small bowl. Apply the spice rub
to both sides of the steak. Set aside.

3.In alarge bowl, toss sweet potato cubes with
12 tablespoons olive oil, remaining s teaspoon
cumin, s teaspoon salt and chili powder. Spread
potatoes across a baking sheet lined with foil or
parchment. Bake 15 minutes. Turn potatoes and
move them to one side of the baking sheet.

4. Increase oven temperature to high broiler set-
ting. Toss green beans with remaining 2 table-
spoon olive oil, remaining /s teaspoon salt and
garlic powder. Place green beans next to potatoes
on the baking sheet. Place steak on an uncoated
wire rack on top of the sheet pan, positioning the
steak so that it's over the green beans.

5. Broil steak on lower rack of oven for about

7 minutes. Turn steak and broil an additional
4-5 minutes for medium-rare to medium done-
ness (145-160 degrees). Remove steak from wire
rack and let it sit for about 3 minutes before slicing
and serving. Toss green beans with pan juices.

SERVES 5

Reprinted with permission from Beef Loving Texans.

Follow along with Vianney Rodriguez while she
cooks in Cocina Gris at sweetlifebake.com, where she
features a recipe for Spicy Sheet Pan Hash Browns.



RECIPE PHOTOS: JASON DAVID PAGE. WINNER PHOTO: COURTESY BARBARA LOYD

No-Mess Shrimp Boll

HELENA WALLACE
BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES

If you've been craving a shrimp boil with-
out all the hassle, we've got you covered
with this delicious no-mess preparation.

2 pounds whole, unpeeled small
Yukon potatoes
6 ears fresh corn, cut into 2-3 sections
1 large onion, peeled and quartered
2 pounds shrimp, peeled and deveined
2 packages smoked andouille sausage
(12 ounces each), sliced
2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons Old Bay seasoning
4 tablespoons ltalian seasoning
2 lemons, cut into wedges

1. Preheat oven 400 degrees. Lightly oil
2 baking sheets.

2. Add potatoes to a large pot of boiling,
salted water and cook 10 minutes or until
tender. Add corn and onion in the last

5 minutes of the potatoes boiling. Drain.

3. Spread potatoes, corn and onion onto
baking sheets. Add the shrimp and sliced
sausage.

4. In a small saucepan over low heat,
combine the butter, garlic and Old Bay
seasoning and heat until melted. Remove
from heat and stir in Italian seasoning.

5. Pour butter mixture over prepared bak-
ing sheets, turning to coat all ingredients.

6. Bake 12-15 minutes or until shrimp is
fully cooked. Serve with lemon wedges.

SERVES 6-8

MORE RECIPES >

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 WINNER 2 cup peach nectar

Y2 cup brandy
Aunt Glo's Brandied Ya cup olive oil
Peach Chicken 2 medium shallots, minced
BARBARA LOYD 2 tablespoons brown sugar
UNITED COOPERATIVE

1 teaspoon salt

/s teaspoon ground black pepper

4 pounds chicken breasts, skin on

1 jar peach preserves (12 ounces)

4 plums, sliced

1 cup halved seedless green grapes

SERVICES

1. In alarge bowl, combine nectar, brandy,
olive oil, shallots, brown sugar, salt and
pepper.

2. Place chicken in mixture and turn to
coat. Cover and refrigerate for several
hours or overnight. Reserve marinade.

SERVES 8 3. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place
chicken in a roasting pan, skin side down.
Bake 15 minutes.

A tasty tribute to Loyd's Aunt
Glo, this dish takes baked
chicken to the next level.

4. Turn chicken, baste with reserved mari-
nade and bake 30-40 minutes more or
until chicken is cooked through.

5. While the chicken bakes, heat the pre-
serves in a saucepan and bring to a boil.
Add sliced plums and grapes and simmer
until softened. Serve warm chicken
topped with the fruit sauce.

$500 Recipe Contest

TEXAS CITRUS DUE AUGUST 10
How do you incorporate our state's wonder-

ful grapefruit, oranges, lemons and limes in [= E
your recipes? Submit your best online by 'ﬁ
August 10 for a chance to win $500. =1
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Apple Sheet Pan
Pancakes

CAROLYN BESSELMAN
PEDERNALES EC

If you're looking to feed a crowd at
brunch, these sheet pan pancakes are
the ultimate treat. Apples, pecans,
applesauce and brown sugar create a
sinfully sweet topping.

2 apples, cored and diced

1 cup chopped pecans

2 cup dark brown sugar

/s cup applesauce

1 tablespoon ground cinnamon
2 eggs

27> cups buttermilk

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

272 cups flour

1 tablespoon baking powder

1 tablespoon sugar

1 teaspoon baking soda

1 tablespoon melted unsalted butter

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees.

2. In a bowl, combine apples, pecans,
brown sugar, applesauce and cinnamon
and stir to mix. Set aside.

3. In another bowl, whisk together eggs,
buttermilk and vanilla. In a large third
bowl, whisk together flour, baking pow-
der, sugar and baking soda.

5. Brush the bottom and sides of a
13-by-18-inch rimmed baking sheet
with butter.

6. Add the batter to the baking sheet,
smoothing it evenly with the back of a
spoon.

7. Dollop apple mixture by spoonfuls
evenly over the batter. With a spoon,
gently swirl the mixture into batter.

8. Bake 20-22 minutes, until golden
brown and the top springs back when
touched.

9. Remove from oven and serve with
butter and syrup.

SERVES 10-14

We have more than 1,000 recipes in
our online archive. Check out our website
to find other options for entrées, breakfasts
and desserts.

4. Pour the egg mixture into the dry ingre-
dients and stir gently until just combined.

Do not overmix.

Field Dress For Success

The hunt for the perfect outdoorsman knife is over. There’s only
™
one tool you need: the Whitetail ~ Hunting Knife—now ONLY $49!

Our new Whitetail™ Hunting Knife will
quickly become your go-to blade for every
expedition. The Whitetail™ is a premium fixed-
blade hunting knife that’s perfect for skinning.
You'll never need a separate gut hook tool ever
again. The Whitetail™ boasts a mighty 420 high
carbon, full tang stainless steel blade, meaning
the blade doesn’t stop at the handle, it runs the
full length of the knife. The comfortable handle
is made from pakkawood—moisture-resistant
and more durable than hardwood.

With our limited edition Whitetail™ Hunting
Knife you're getting the best in 21st-century
construction with a classic look inspired by
legendary American pioneers.

Whitetail™ Hunting Knife $79*
Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P Save $30
PLUS Free Stauer Compact Binoculars

But don’t wait. A knife
of this caliber typically
cost hundreds. Priced at
an amazing $49, we can’t
guarantee this knife will

stick around for long. So
call today!

Your satisfaction is
100% guaranteed. But
we believe that once
you wrap your fingers
around the Whitetail’s
handle, you'll be ready

to carve your own niche

into the wild frontier.

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: WHK411-01

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

StAllerGQ 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. WHK411-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWWw.Stauer.com

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

* 5 %" 420HC stainless steel blade ¢ Full-tang design with gut hook
¢ Pakkawood handle with brass pins ¢ Bonus heavy duty nylon sheath
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EXCLUSIVE

FREE

Stauer® 8x21
Compact
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of
Whitetail™ Hunting

Kanife

¥ i ”
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MARKETPLACE

ERMA-ROOF.
/=" Southern{Builders

Steel Moebile
[Flome Reoiing

Hilgh¥enersyabillX
o RoofirlimbleX
[Fealcs

OBILE HOME

ROOFOVER

SYSTEMS

Contact us at 800.633.8969

or roofover.com

Bank C.D.’s Due? |
CALL US NOW Stf':lrt!ng at $129 per month!

* Lifetime Warranty

TEXAS » Custom Sizes Available
1 -800-359'494 TOLL-FREE * 100% Financing Available
www.mattsonfinancialservices.com /\ » A+ BBB Rating

]_3L"AKEE MA:_T_SON‘ GFPTH, BEST BUY WALK'IN TUBS » Good Contractors List

FEATURING "SEALTITE" TECHNOLOGY Tulss e e Ve in Aradies
Bam SERVING TEXANS FOR 18 YEARS [lam EE Visit Our Texas Showroom ==

:{',.{ L‘.;::.‘ et .' ".";1"",'A'Jm; :";.*;:r:_:" ed bestbuywalkintubs.com - 682-205-3532 - 888-825-2362

704 Throckmorton, Ft. Worth, TX

WE PAY TOP PRICES FOR COLLECTIBLES

Coins * Banknotes ¢ Gold & Silver Jewelry & Scrap
Vintage Costume Jewelry * Watches ¢ Stamps
Tokens ¢ Historical Documents ¢ Other Collectibles
TEXAS BUYERS GROUP « FREDERICKSBURG, TX

All tr ions private, idential & secure.

830-997-6339 °* rzcoins@twc.com

SHOF BUILDERS
“WE GOTCHA COVERED™

. ftal_ B:ifdins ABK-M-TH(

SHOPS - BARNS - CABINS - WWW.SHOPSBUILT.COM

830-730-051 o

B&ET7O IH 35 M NEW BRAUNMFELS, TX

Offering 5" reinforced concrete
slabs, erected metal buildings,
overhead doors and more, all in one
Turn Key Metal Building contract!

Visit www.WDMB2.com

SKID STEER MOUNTED SHEAR ~ ~ 2%
« 2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
« Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.

(512) 263-6830 » www.brushshark.com

o Gift $ho

BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES

Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums

L1
TCP Shop now Hay/Harse Barns, Shops, Decks, Concrete Work and Pad Sites WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRU E'
TexasCoopPower.com/shop Call Ron: 512-367-0428 010 s 11 ot e 3 ok e ety G st o i (O oy o)

Call now for our best: pncmg’ |

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Mal‘l(etplace Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251

Across Town | Across Texas advertising@TexasCoopPower.com
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HIT THE ROAD

Extracurricular Activities

A small-town schoolhouse is now a community-focused brewhouse

BY CHET GARNER

FOR MOST PEOPLE—including me—the idea of going back to school sends
shivers down their spine. But what if the curriculum consisted of craft beer,
live music and scratch-made food? That sort of school would have a wait-
list the length of the Rio Grande. Lucky for all of us, this sort of continuing
education actually exists near San Angelo at Farm Ale Brewing Co., inside
an old schoolhouse in Eola. Class is in session!

Eola is a rural community surrounded by cotton fields as far as the eye
can see. Its downtown consists of a few blocks, three churches and a single
school building that for decades housed every grade in the public sys-
tem—XKkindergarten through 12th. The school closed in the 1980s and sat
vacant until 2006, when a group of thirsty Texans decided to turn it into a
craft brewery. After all, turning grains into beer is a very scientific process.

I stepped inside and was immediately hit with a wave of nostalgia that
was even stronger than the smell of fermenting grains. The bones of the
old school are still intact. The classrooms are now dining rooms with
chalkboards and flags. The wood-floored gymnasium is now full of
family-friendly games, and the auditorium houses the entire production
process, from brewing to canning. Farm Ale Brewing Co. brews its beer
with as many local ingredients as possible and even gives a percentage
of profits back to local farmers.

The biggest upgrade came to the school cafeteria, which now serves
up incredible pizza, smash burgers and rotating specials such as meat-
loaf. Just like in my school days, I polished off my plate in record time
and then headed to the schoolyard for recess—with the added bonus of
live music. @

ABOVE Chet does his homework at Farm Ale
Brewing Co. in Eola, outside San Angelo.

Raise your hand if you want to see

a video of Chet's visit to Farm Ale on

our website. And see all his Texplorations
on The Daytripper on PBS.
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COURTESY CHET GARNER

Know Before You Go

Call ahead or check an event's website
for scheduling details, and check our
website for many more upcoming events.

11

12

10

17/

18

AUGUST

Alpine [11-12] Big Bend
Ranch Rodeo,

(432) 837-2326,
bigbendranchrodeo.com

Junction [11-12] Rodeo
& Dance, (254) 212-9160,
junctiontexas.com

Chappell Hill Wine
and Cheese Stroll,
(979) 337-9910,
chappellhilltx.com

Denton North Texas
Book Festival, ntbf.org

Grand Prairie Hatch
Chile Fest, (972) 237-8084,
grandfungp.com

Vanderpool Maples and
Meteors Night Sky Fest,
(830) 966-3413,
tpwd.texas.gov

Brady [16-19] Heart of
Texas Honky Tonk Fest,
(325) 597-1895,
heartoftexascountry.com

Corsicana Jimmy Fortune:
God and Country,

(903) 874-7792,
corsicanapalace.com

Johnson City [17-19]
Blanco County Fair and
Rodeo, bcfra.org

Palestine Wine in the
Pines, 1-855-632-7729,
texasstaterailroad.net

Bastrop [18-20, 25-26,
Sept. 1-3] Steel Magnolias,
(512) 200-3826,
bastropoperahouse.org

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



/‘ 9 Bowie Outdoor Expo,
(940) 872-6246,
959theranch.com

Chappell Hill Farmers
Market, (832) 720-5685,
chappellhillrv.com

Castroville [19-20]

St. Louis Day Celebration,
(830) 931-2826,
saintlouisday.com

2 4 Fredericksburg [24-27]
Gillespie County Fair,
(830) 997-2359,
gillespiefair.com

2 6 Crosby Kids Kicking

Cancer, (281) 785-4098,
addisfaithfoundation.org

Kerrville River Roadster
Show, (830) 257-7300,
kerrvilletx.gov

Lakeway [26-27] Cool

Arts Show and Studio Tour,
(512) 261-1010,
lakewayartsdistrict.com

2 7 Stonewall LBJ's 115th

Birthday, (830) 644-2252,
tpwd.texas.gov

SEPTEMBER

O /I Bandera [1-3] Western
Heritage Music Festival,
(830) 796-4849,
banderacowboycapital.com

O 2 Brenham Seth James,

(979) 337-7240,
thebarnhillcenter.com

Kerrville Kerr County Market
Days and Hill Country Swap
Meet, (830) 459-6198,
kerrmarketdays.org

Submit Your Event

We pick events for the magazine directly
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your
November event by September 1, and it

just might be featured in this calendar.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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Restoring and Preserving
Our History

The Friends of Gillespie County Country

SuelSehooisiug

E-ncws

Fast and Direct

In the heart of the Texas
Hill Country visit 17 historic
one-room schools built between

Get our best content 1847 and 1936 by following
delivered to your inbox the 120 mile Gillespie County
every month! Country Schools Driving Trail
through the scenic

We bring you everythin
9y yining Fredericksburg, Texas countryside.

Texas: its culture, people,
food, history and travel,
plus our monthly contest

winners and more. A Driving Tour map and an Open House
schedule are available on our website.

WWW.HISTORICSCHOOLS.ORG “

Slgn Ltp now All schools listed on
.. the National Register of Historic Places.
TexasCoopPower.coijom Member of Country School Association of America.
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MOBILE SOLAR IS HERE

¢ THE MOST COST-EFFECTIVE GREEN SOLUTION
¢ LATEST TECHNOLOGY & ALL-IN-ONE DESIGN
¢ BATTERY STORAGE AND PROPANE BACKUP

¢ ELIGIBLE FOR THE 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

It Really Is ... POWER ANYWHUERE!!
Call us today 833-SOLAR55 www.poweranywhereusa.com
AT LEAST 15% LESS THAN A ROOFTOP INSTALLATION - LET US PROVE IT!!*

* Conditions apply, subject to deed restrictions, equivalent power analysis, and quote verification

SUMMER SAVINGS

— “__ S —

— — W -
:‘,'7 i — =
g -——ﬂ_;"___—.r

PN e I
'

METAL BUILBINGS

Bolt Together
Steel Building Kits

Customer Service
Second to None

DDM Brenham Office
979-251-9503 ik
301 Salem Road ‘- Brenham T L
Ly R dom et Houceay Call today for our hest pricing!
512-321-0336 pitfordableRtowhaintenancesEncrey Efficients  $14,485-30x40x12

1083 Hwy 71 W. - Bastrop 2-10x10 roll up doors, 1-3070 walk door

Photos for illustration only. Prices subject to $22 7 10_40x50x12
’

change. Please check for your local buildings l B l‘ j —
codes. Prices include color walls, color trim | 1 T3 —d | .
and givalume roof. NH Hl_1 I I L] = 2-10x10 roll up doors, 1-3070 walk door
Mo, 2 ' I i ; : ey
Bailding prices QeI f e e e Freight and taxes not included in prices.

www.ddmbuildings.com

=
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FOCUS ON TEXAS

What a barnburner! This month readers answered
O O an the cattle call, and these prizewinning beasts

moo-ved into first place. Now that the dust has

settled, don't be baa-shful. Let's see who's best

H()rn in show and who's just horsing around.
CURATED BY GRACE FULTZ

1 JEFFREY BENSON
PEDERNALES EC

“The big boy from Study Butte down by Big Bend.”
2 NICK GROSSMAN

PEDERNALES EC

“Two wranglers heel and toe a calf in the arena.”
3 CRYSTAL VALDEZ

LYNTEGAR EC

“Muffin was born smaller than her two brothers,
but she held on to fight against all odds.”

4 MARIA CASTILLO

COSERV

"This beauty was captured roaming the fields
at my daughter's wedding venue in Terrell."

Upcoming Contests

puE AUG 10 Mailboxes Ei=EmE
; 2
pue sep 10 Local Landmarks ,ﬁ
pue ocT 10 Vibrant Color [=]?

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.

See Focus on Texas on our website for more
Hoof and Horn photos from readers.
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Off the Hook?

The perfect tool, unused but ready,
awaits the arrival of snakes

BY PATTY MOYNAHAN
ILLUSTRATION BY
TAYLOR CALLERY

34 TEXAS CO-OP POWER AUGUST 2023

MANY A NATIVE TEXAN, beholding an
expanse of ranchland, will sooner or
later think: snakes. A few years ago, my
husband and I bought a house in south-
west Austin. Our backyard abuts a cattle
ranch, and the two properties are demar-
cated by a wrought iron fence. The fence
is by no means a shield. Its spires—a
hand’s width apart—offer space enough
for critters to wriggle or slither through.
Before moving into the house, we’'d
heard about sightings in the area: rat
snakes, ribbon snakes and garter snakes.
Also rattlers, coral snakes and copper-
heads. I wasn’t entirely sanguine about
these reports. But I wasn'’t terrified
either. When I was growing up in Bryan,
my family often visited friends on a
nearby ranch, where I'd learned to
identify and avoid venomous snakes.

Soon after settling into our new house,
a tall, narrow box arrived on our door-
step, a birthday present from my hus-
band. As I unwrapped the gift, [ saw a
rubber grip and metal shaft and thought,
ungratefully, that my husband had
bought me a golf club. But it proved to
be a tool far more useful to me than a
2-iron: a snake hook—a 43-inch stainless
steel beauty, elegant in its simplicity.

The term “snake hook” can be mis-
leading. No flesh is pierced. You ease
the U-shaped hook under a snake and
lift it. The snake dangles at the shaft’s
end, out of striking distance, while you
figure out what to do next.

For a sublime moment, as I regarded
the gift, I was as excited as A Christmas
Story’s Ralphie with his BB gun. I imag-
ined myself deftly hoisting a 2-pound
rattler and ... and what? Flinging it over
the fence? Passing it between the spires
and dropping it onto the ranchland? The
affronted snake could be back in my yard
before I was in the house. The phrase
“fool’s errand” came to mind.

Alas, in four years, we’ve seen only one
snake: a baby rattler, mortally wounded,
perhaps dropped from a hawk’s talons.

The snakes are out there, I am certain,
but they’ve not been in evidence—so far.

My snake hook stands at the ready,
on the back porch. I feel both relief and
disappointment that I've not had to
employ it for snake removal.

But we’ve discovered its myriad other
uses. Before trimming bottom branches
of lantana plants, I wave the hook under
the plants to flush out any creatures. My
husband uses the hook’s pointy tip to
pulverize abandoned mud dauber nests.
And a snake hook is the perfect tool for
retrieving a grandchild’s stray crayons,
puzzle pieces and grapes from beneath
the living room sofa. @
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How Do You Spell
Pearl Necklace?
F-R-E-E.

Experience the Luxury of
Genuine Cultured Pearls ... FREE!*

ou read that right. If you’d like the

Stauer genuine 26" cultured pearl
necklace for FREE*, all you need to do is
call us today. There is no catch. This stunning,
romantic necklace never goes out of style. In a

R o

CLIENTS LOVE STAUER JEWELRY
T couldn’t believe it, but decided to call and
Tve not been disappointed since. I received the

necklace and keep coming back for more.”
— Amy, Fairmont, WV

world where some cultured pearl necklaces can cost
thousands, we're offering ours for FREE*.

k_., Stauer has had a very good year and
it’s time for us to give back. That’s
why we’re offering this stunning, 26" strand of genuine
cultured white pearls for FREE! You pay only $24.95
for shipping & processing, our normal fee for a
$295 necklace ... and we'll even pay you back with
a $30 Discount Certificate — that’s our BETTER
THAN FREE Shipping!

N\ .5

Why would we do this? Because we are so sure that - Stauer
you will become a loyal Stauer client in the years to Impossible Price
come. Recently, we encountered a magnificent cache FREE*
of cultured freshwater pearls at the best price that I have

ever seen. Our pearl dealer was stuck. A large foreign luxury
department store cancelled a massive order at the last minute.
In their stead we grabbed all of those gorgeous pearls. He sold us
an enormous cache of his roundest, whitest, most iridescent cultured

6 ¥2-7 V2 mm pearls for pennies on the dollar. His loss is your gain.

Too good to pass up. Too good to last long. Genuine cultured
freshwater pearls are a luxurious statement. Stauer finds a deal this
outrageous once every few years. We have sold over 200,000 strands
of pearls in the last several years and this is our finest value ever. There
is only a limited quanity left in stock, so when they’re gone, they’re
GONE! Call to reserve your FREE Cultured Pearl Necklace today and

experience a brilliant new definition of price-less luxury!

“Each Mitsuko’ cultured pearl is

Mitsuko® Cultured Pearl Necklace: harvested, polished and strung by hand.”

Mitsuko® Cultured Pearl Necklace (26” strand) $295* FREE* — James T. Fent,

*Pay only shipping & processing of $24.95. Special price only for customers using the offer code. Stauer GIA Graduate Gemologist
1-800-333-2045 FREE CULTURED PEARLS
Your Insider Offer Code: MFP487-05 LIMITED TO THE FIRST 1,900

* This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto Rico) except in TX, FL, CO, OK, RI, NH, WV, OR, SC, RESPONDERS TO THIS AD ONLY!

VA, ID and CA. These state residents will be charged one cent ($.01) + shipping & processing for the item. Void
where prohibited or restricted by law. Offer subject to state and local regulations. Not valid with any other offers
and only while supplies last. This offer is limited to one item per shipping address. ** Free is only for customers
using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

Stauer, 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. MFP487-05, Burnsville, MN 55337 www.stauer.com

Stauer | AFFORD THE EXTRAORDINARY'




THE PERFECT PAIR

" GETTHE BEST OF TV + INTERNET

RiRECTV IT'S FINALLY HERE.

DON'T COMPROMISE ON ENTERTAINMENT.
RELIABLE 5G
GET DIRECTV. HOME INTERNET

2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE - STOP WORRYING ™

ABOUT YOUR BILL AND START WATCHING
Taxes/fees apply. Req's 24-mo. agmt.

<

LIFETIME PRICE LOCK

LEADER IN SPORTS - NATIONAL, REGIONAL NO DATA LIMITS

AND LOCAL SPORTS 24/7
Esrii FS1 d:GOLF +

NO CONTRACT

N PFRONT T
Claim based on offering of Nat'l and Regional Sports Networks. RSNs avail. with CHOICE ou 0 cos

package or higher. Availability of RSN varies by ZIP code and package.
NO EQUIPMENT FEES

ACCESS LIVETV & THOUSANDS OF STREAMING APPS

v
v/
v/
v
v/
ENTERTAINMENT PACKAGE 99*
. $ MO. $ FOR INTERNET
7 5 for 2% m.unths INCLUDES ALL TAXES & FEES!
CHANNELS +taxes and fees

w/ 2h-mo. agmt. Advanced Receiver Service Fee $15/mo. and
Regional Sports Fee up to $13.99/mo. are extra & apply. Requires AutoPay and Paperless Bill.

Aloha Satellite 866.670.2836 N 2

Available only nthe U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V..). Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling units. Al offers, packages, programming, promotions, features, terms, restrictions
& conditions and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change or discontinuation without notice. Visit directv.com/legal/ or call for details.

VIA SATELLITE: Pricing: $64.99/mo. for two years. After 2 years, then month to month at then-current prevailing prices unless cancelled. Price excludes Advanced Receiver Service Fee of $15/mo. (whichis extra and applies to all packages) and Regional Sports Fee of up to
$13.99/mo. (whichis extra & applies to CHOICE pkg or higher) and certain other add' fees & charges. Additional Fees & Taxes: $7/mo. for each additional TV connection on your account. Wireless upgrade with HD DVR $99.00. Applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail
value of installation, custom installation charges, equipment upgrades/add-ons, and certain other add'l fees & chrgs. See directv.com/directv-fees/ for additional information. $10/mo. Autopay and Paperless Bill Discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within
30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles (pay $10 more/mo. until discount begins). Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. DIRECTV Svc Terms: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements.
Taxes, surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), protection plan, transactional fees, and Federal Cost Recovery Fee are not included in two-year price guarantee. Visit directv.comy/legal/ or call for details. EquipmentNon-Retum-Fees: If you cancel
your service, you must retum your leased equipment. Failure to retum any equipment will result in fees of $45 for each standard DIRECTV Receiver, each HD DIRECTV Receiver, each Genie Mini and each Gemini receiver and $135 for each DVR, HD DVR, Genie® HD DVR
and/or Genie 2 DIRECTV Receiver. GEMINI DEVICE: To use the Device, you will need an Intemet connection, your use of which is subject to the fees, restrictions, terms, and limitations imposed by your Intemet service provider. Gemini Device(s) will deactivate after 90
consecutive days without intemet connection. If that happens, you will not be able to receive service through that Device until you (re)connect to the intemet.

VIA INTERNET: Service subject to DIRECTV delivered via intemet terms and conditions (see https://www.directv.com/legal/directv-stream-tos-eula-policy/). Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V1.). Requires high speed intemet. Minimumintemet
speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. Residential customers only. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling units. Pricing: $64.99/manth. After 2 years, continues month to month at then-current prevailing prices unless cancelled.
Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes Advanced Receiver Service Fee of $15/mo. (which is extra and applies to all packages) and Regional Sports Fee of up to $13.99/mo. (which is extra & applies to CHOICE pkg or higher) and certain other add'l fees & charges. See
directv.com/directv-fees/ for additional information. State and local taxes or other govemmental fees and charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges assessed against discounted fees or service credits. DIRECTV Svc Terms: Subject to Customer
Agreement. GEMINI/GEMINI AIR DEVICE: First device included for well-qualified customers, otherwise $120 for new Gemini/Gemini Air or $49.99 for Certified Restored Gemini. Applicable taves due at sale. Additional Gemini/Gemini Air: Additional device for well-qualified
customers $10/mo. for 12 mos., otherwise $120 each or $49.99 for each Certified Restored Gemini. Purchased Gemini/Gemini Air may be retumed within 14 days of the Ship Date for a full refund however all monthly fees, including additional monthly fees, will continue
to apply. Additional Gemini/Gemini Air purchased on installment agreement subject to additional terms and conditions. If you cancel your service in the first 14 days of order, you must retum the included Gemini/Gemini Air within 14 days of order to avoid $120 non-retum
fee. Once you've canceled, you can access DIRECTV through the remaining monthly period. No refunds or credts for any partial-month periods or unwatched content. Gemini/Gemini Air purchased on installment agreement subject to additional terms and conditions. See
cancellation policy at directv.com/CancellationPolicyStream for more details. Regional Sports & Local Channels: Regional Sports available with CHOICE and above. Not available in select areas. Channels vary by package & billing region. Device may need to be in billing
region in order to view. Limits: Package, Advanced Receiver Service Fee, Regional Sports Fee (varies by zip code) and equipment fees for TV connections are included in two-year price guarantee. Taxes, surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels),
and transactional fees are not included in two-year price guarantee. Programming subject to blackout restrictions.

All offers, programming, promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com for details.
©2023 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

NO INSTALLATION

Req's separate subscription/login for Netflix, Max, Prime Video (see amazon.com/amazonprime for details) and other
3rd party apps. Restrictions apply. High speed internet-connected compatible device required. Google login required.

TV service not required. Speeds and prices vary by provider.




