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©2024 U.S. Money Reserve. The markets for coins are unregulated. Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks. The company is not a� iliated with the U.S. Government and the U.S. Mint. 
Past performance of the coin or the market cannot predict future performance. U.S. Money Reserve licensed Mike Rowe’s likeness and image to document his gold education and IRA journey. 

All calls recorded for quality assurance. O� er void where prohibited.

Learn everything you need to know about gold!

Answers to commonly asked questions about gold ownership

Information on how gold can protect and grow your savings

Access to special introductory o� ers

Two additional exclusive reports: “2024 Global Gold Forecast” 
and “Protection in the Risk Zone”

Follow Mike Rowe on his gold ownership journey: Call now for access 
to the all-new video series and your FREE Gold Information Kit.

I’m thinking more today
about how to protect
the money I’ve earned.
I’ve learned a lot of things over the years, talking to 
all sorts of experts in all sorts of fields. But one of 
the most important lessons I learned was from two 
former Directors of the U.S. Mint, who taught me 
everything I needed to know about the importance 
of protecting my savings with physical gold and silver. 

In 25 years of working dirty jobs, the thought of a 
diversified portfolio really didn’t cross my mind—but 
the more I learn, the better I feel about buying gold 
and silver from U.S. Money Reserve.

Is gold right for you? That’s not for me to say. You’ve got 
to do your own due diligence. All I know is that today, it’s 
not enough to simply work hard—you also have to save 
smart. So, call the number below. The folks at U.S. Money 
Reserve are standing by to help.

1-855-426-7168
VAULT CODE: TX45

USMR.COM/MR3

ALL-NEW VIDEO SERIES

CO-OP - Texas_July 2024_Mike Rowe_7.75x10.875_TX45.indd   1CO-OP - Texas_July 2024_Mike Rowe_7.75x10.875_TX45.indd   1 6/10/24   10:12 AM6/10/24   10:12 AM
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ON THE COVER 
On the way north to Amarillo, 
just after crossing the Prairie 
Dog Town Fork of the Red River.
Photo by Wyatt McSpadden
ABOVE
Katie Phillips enjoys quilting—
and air conditioning, ample 
lighting and watching TV.
Photo by Caytlyn Calhoun

Open Roads, 
Open Eyes 
Over five decades of crisscrossing 
Texas, a photographer learns to slow 
down to really see.

Photo essay by Wyatt McSpadden

In the 
Beginning 
Few recall when electric co-ops  
lit up the countryside; Katie 
Phillips remembers every bit of 
her dad’s life-changing work.

Story by Tom Widlowski 
Photo by Caytlyn Calhoun
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Currents

FINISH THIS 
SENTENCE
I can’t wait to learn  …

 Tell us how you would finish that 
sentence. Email your short responses 
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or 
comment on our Facebook post.  
Include your co-op and town. 

Here are some of the responses to  
our June prompt: The next book you 
should read is  …

The Time It Never Rained by Elmer Kelton. 
You will laugh. You will also cry.
J A N I S  H A G A N 
N AVA R R O  C O U N T Y  E C 
C O R S I C A N A

 
The Madstone by Elizabeth Crook.  
An amazing historical novel based in 
Texas just after the Civil War.
S U S A N  E R V I N 
P E D E R N A L E S  E C 
G E O R G E TO W N

 
The Women by Kristin Hannah. An  
eye-opening book about the women  
of Vietnam. 
D A N I  M A C N E I L 
B A N D E R A  E C 
P I P E  C R E E K

Visit our website to see more responses.

  Contests and More
ENTER CONTESTS AT 
TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 RECIPE CONTEST 
Hearty Soups  

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS 
Young Photographers        

RECOMMENDED READING
True or false: People used to believe you could 
dynamite rain out of the sky. They sure did, as 
we explained in Rain, You Blasted Sky! from 
August 2013.

FA
R

M
: C

O
U

R
TE

S
Y 

S
M

IT
H

S
O

N
IA

N
. G

IR
L:

 M
A

R
IY

A
M

A
S

IC
H

 | 
D

R
EA

M
S

TI
M

E
.C

O
M

. M
O

S
Q

U
IT

O
: N

EC
H

A
EV

KO
N

 | 
S

H
U

T
TE

R
S

TO
C

K
.C

O
M

August 20 
World Mosquito Day  
Don’t forget to celebrate  
World Mosquito Day. Wait,  
maybe not. Scratch that.

OV E R  T H E  N E X T  Y E A R , seven Texas cities will host a Smithsonian Institution 
traveling exhibition that examines the evolution of small towns as the American 
population moved into urban areas over the past 125 years.

Crossroads: Change in Rural America debuts August 24 in San Augustine. 
After six weeks in deep East Texas, the exhibition will move on to weekslong 
stays in Clifton, Brenham, Rockport, Buffalo Gap and San Elizario. The tour 
through Texas will end in Bandera on August 2, 2025.

To learn more, visit museumonmainstreet.org.

Rural 
Showcase 
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TCP Talk

J U N E  2 0 2 4   We Brake for Steak

“Chet Garner needs to go  
back to the Leona General 
Store on Thursday nights, 
when it’s just some of the  
best catfish anywhere.”
D A R R E L L  H U T T O 
N AVA S O TA  VA L L E Y  E C 
J E W E T T

Traveling South, Traveling East
I loved the idea of emotional healing by 
traveling to every state park [Trailblazer, 
June 2024]. I was a little disappointed 
that no South Texas parks were 
mentioned.

My favorite story in the issue was 
Renewal in Blue. I traveled to East Texas 
with the young girl and loved the ending 
with the bluebonnets.

Penny Brown
Magic Valley EC
Rio Hondo 

Multiplying at the Sixes
As an avid fan of the Yellowstone TV 
series, it was captivating to learn about 
the Burnett family and how the Four 
Sixes Ranch began and grew into one  
of the 10 largest ranches in the state 
[Sixes on the Small Screen, May 2024].

Sarah Brown
Bluebonnet EC
Cedar Creek

Avenging Uncle
James Franklin Norfleet was my  
great-uncle [Payback Time, May 2024].  
I remember when we would visit the  
Norfleets at their home in Hale County  
in the 1950s, and Aunt Eliza would regale 
us with stories of earlier days.

Uncle Frank awed us kids as he would 
always strap on his pistol belt before 
going outside. For kids growing up listen-
ing to The Lone Ranger, we were quite 
impressed.  

Jim K. Hudgins
San Bernard EC
Bellville

Roadside Attractions
It seems to me that Michael Ford has  
discovered and perfected a new art  
form on the Texas landscape [Overpass 
Easels, May 2024]. His work is extremely 
expressive of Texas and unique in  
each example.

Mary E. Specia
GVEC
McQueeney
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letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power 
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your electric  
co-op and town. Letters may  
be edited for clarity and length.

 Texas Co-op Power
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Open 
Roads, 

Open 
Eyes

Over five decades  
of crisscrossing Texas,  
a photographer learns  

to slow down to really see
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I know my way around the Amarillo area, 
having lived there until I was 40. I was joyriding 
and admiring the late-day clouds when the 
lonely little tree appeared on the horizon.

P H O T O  E S S AY  B Y  W YAT T  M C S P A D D E N

When I was younger and living 
in Amarillo, it always seemed important 
to get where I was going and back as soon 
as possible.

For a few years after a divorce, my two 
boys and their mom lived in San Marcos. 
And so a couple of times a month, I’d 
make that 500-plus mile drive as fast as 
I could.

When I abandoned the Panhandle 
and moved to Austin, my freelance pho-
tography business kicked into a higher 
gear. The jobs were in every direction, 
in and around my new city. 

I never griped about the mileage,  
but as I matured, I did start listening  
to my eyes. I made it a rule that if I saw 
something that caught my attention at 
70 mph and I couldn’t get it out of my 
mind after a couple miles, I’d go back  
to get a picture—or at least to visit and 
decide if what I saw was worth a return 
trip at a particular time of day.

The drives are much more mellow 
these days after 50 years as a profes-
sional photographer, and I navigate 
using a spiral-bound detail map of 
Texas counties. Driving seems to be  
the second-most important skill in  
my line of work. 

Of course, skill No. 1 is making a good 
picture upon reaching my destination. 
Most often the job involves capturing  
a portrait of someone who has accom-
plished something a magazine editor 
thinks is worthy of a story. But some-
times it’s capturing the feel, the pres-
ence of a place.

I’m pretty sure I’ve driven a million 
miles in Texas, but now I do it a mile at a 
time. That’s how the pictures in these 
pages were made, driving slow(ish), 
with eyes wide open. D
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Early morning on the road between 
Earth and Dimmit, in the Panhandle, 
familiar territory from my early years 
making a living shooting for seed and 
cattle operations. I hadn’t seen such a 
tall silage mound, and the man with his 
pitchfork caught my eye.
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TEXAS SNOWBELL

I was passing through Hico 
on my way to the Metroplex 
when I spotted this little 
house. It took some coaxing 
for the woman to pose.
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ABOVE I have a collection 
of barbed wire, plastic and 
wind pictures. Artsy pictures 
of trash. 
LEFT A blue Dodge seems  
to have a permanent parking 
spot between Sandy Fork 
and Luling.

OPPOSITE A classic farmhouse, newly plowed field and  
epic sky near Granger, in Williamson County. Irresistible.
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Katie Phillips’ dad helped create Coleman 
County Electric Cooperative. She saw the 
co-op’s first light bulb flicker on in 1937.

K
atie Phillips is old enough to remember the dark 
ages—when nightfall at her family’s farm outside 
Coleman meant navigating by the shadowy illumi-
nation offered by carbide and coal-oil lamps and 

lanterns. When much of the work on her dad’s dairy farm—
milking, separating and bottling—happened before sunrise 
and without the benefit of electricity. 

“It’s a hard life,” says Katie, who turns 97 next month. For 
her and her brother and two sisters growing up in the 1930s, 
there wasn’t much free time for fun, and before electricity, 
there was no reading or playing games at night.

Milking started every day at 3 a.m., and a few hours later, 
Katie’s dad, Charlie Pitts, was making the first of his twice-  

B Y  T O M  W I D L O W S K I  •  P H O T O  B Y  C AY T LY N  C A L H O U N 

daily deliveries of Oak Grove Dairy Farm milk to homes, 
stores and cafés around Coleman, south of Abilene, on the 
western Central Texas plains. 

It never escaped Pitts’ notice that just 4½ miles east, in 
town, folks had the luxury of electricity.

Back then in rural America, those 4½ miles might as well 
have been a million. Electricity stopped where the profits did, 
and in 1936, fewer than 3% of Texas farms had electricity. 

But before long, farmers, ranchers and their neighbors 

In the Beginning
Few recall when electric cooperatives lit up the countryside;  
Katie Phillips remembers every bit of her dad’s life-changing work
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pooled their money and worked together to build the electric 
cooperatives that lit up the countryside and brought a better 
quality of life. 

Katie Phillips is among few living Americans who wit-
nessed that important history. She had a front-row seat.

Katie turned 9 in 1936, the year her dad became a local 
leader in the cooperative movement that was in its early 
stages.

In those days, the town of Coleman had not only electric-
ity but phone service too, and Pitts realized he needed that 
to keep up with milk orders. To get it, he paid to have a line 
strung from Coleman, across a creek, to the farm. Katie 
remembers their party line phone number: 4-0-0.

“I always wanted something better,” Pitts told the family. 
Getting electricity to the farm was another matter.
Pitts traveled to Washington, D.C., to learn about the 

Rural Electrification Administration, which provided loans 
for the creation of cooperatives. He then visited neighbor-
ing farms, asking folks to contribute $5 to help start a co-op.

Finally, in April 1937, the first Coleman County Electric 
Cooperative light bulb flickered on in the Pitts farmhouse—
an honor befitting the co-op’s first board president.

“It was a great day for everybody because it was a comple-
tion of a long journey for Daddy,” Katie says. The Pitts kids 
had better lighting for their schoolwork, and Dad had a per-
fect place to read the Fort Worth newspaper he always had 
in the house. 

Soon lines brought power to the dairy barn, where milk-
ing machines freed up farmhands.

Katie remembers the first appliance in the house—a two- 
door refrigerator picked up at Gray Mercantile in town. It 
meant no more lugging ice home. “I just know that it was 
one of the most wonderful feelings there was when we could 
go to that refrigerator and open both doors and look in there 
and see what was in it,” Katie says. 

Decades later, Katie spends a lot of her days knitting 
under a lamp in a corner of her living room in a 100-year-old 
farmhouse 6 miles east of Coleman. Electricity is too com-
monplace to warrant much thought. It powers her iPhone, 
tablet, two TVs and brand-new Singer sewing machine. 

She’s known around Coleman County EC for being there 
at the dawn of the co-op. When the co-op held its 85th 
annual meeting in July 2023, she was there, and it was her 
85th annual meeting too. She has attended every last one.

“The first light bulb was the beginning of an amazing 
future for all of us,” says Synda Smith, the co-op’s CEO and 

general manager. “There are few businesses that have a past 
connection like this. It feels so good to know that Katie still 
feels like we are doing what our earlier leaders wanted us to 
do by continuing to uphold the co-op business model.”

Katie has farmed most of her life around Coleman, except 
for two years in high school at Our Lady of the Lake in San 
Antonio. She dated Harold Phillips for a little less than a 
year—sometimes on horseback—and they married in 1948 
when she was 21. 

Together they farmed for 66 years, until he died in 2014. 
Harold was one of the first farmers in the area to grow sun-
flowers and to use parallel terracing. They had five children, 
four of whom are still living—all within five miles of Katie. 
Two of the sons are farmers.

By her 50th wedding anniversary, Katie figured she was 
ready to give up farming, and she broke that news to 
Harold.

“I told him, ‘I think I’ve done enough now,’ ” Katie says. 
“And he said, ‘What would encourage you to do a little more?’

“I said, ‘You buy me an air-conditioned, four-wheel-drive 
tractor.’ ”

And that’s how she ended up the proud owner of a John 
Deere tractor that’s still in the family.

Katie, who says she needed no prescriptions until she 
turned 90, has other family heirlooms that she holds dear:  
A six-leaf table brought by covered wagon from Louisiana 
by Katie’s great-grandparents in the mid-1800s graces her 
dining room, and there’s a couple of glider-style chairs that 
her mother bought in New York and the chair her dad used 
to rock her to sleep.

But the greatest treasure might be Charlie Pitts’ old desk 
chair, the very one where he worked out the wrinkles and 
legal details of creating the electric utility that gave his 
kids—and his community—a brighter future.

And Katie still has a direct connection to the co-op office 
in town. One of her six grandchildren, Kathreyn Portis, is a 
member services representative at Coleman County EC, 
where she has worked almost four years.

“My family’s legacy in this county is a big one, so to get to 
be able to continue that means a lot to me,” Portis says. 
“Family isn’t just blood relatives. It’s these people,” she says 
of her three dozen colleagues at the co-op.

They all follow in the footsteps of a dairy farmer who 
wanted to leave the dark ages behind. 

As Katie knits or quilts or watches her beloved Dallas 
Cowboys, she joins nearly 5,000 fellow co-op members in 
her community living a better life because of co-op power.

But she alone remembers that day in 1937 when her dad 
helped that first light bulb come on.

“It was magical,” Katie says. “It’s just the greatest thing in 
the world. When he found out that you could get electricity, 
he said, ‘We’re going to do it.’ ” D

Katie remembers the 
first appliance in the 
house—a two-door 
refrigerator picked up 
at Gray Mercantile in 
town. It meant no more 
lugging ice home.



14  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   AUGUST 2024 TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM

marketplace

Across Town  |  Across Texas

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251 
advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

Marketplace

Contact Elaine Sproull at (512) 486-6251
or advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

If North Texas Is Your Market, 
We’ve Got You Covered.

Target customers close to home with the North
Texas advertising section of Texas Co-op Power.
Be part of a statewide magazine without the statewide cost.
Reach North Texas customers with Texas Co-op Power—a
trustworthy name with affordable advertising options for 
regional and local businesses like yours. 
Our North Texas advertising section targets homeowners living
around Texas’ largest metropolitan area. With a regional circu-
lation of 590,500 and a readership of 1,358,150, Texas Co-op
Power delivers a huge audience that’s loyal and responsive.

NORTH TEXAS AUDIENCE
Circulation 590,500

Readership 1,358,150

Products for Livestock and Wildlife
Drop us a pin and we’ll deliver!

CIRCLE G 
PRECAST 
CONCRETE

circlegprecastconcrete.com(918) 527-0117
DTConstruction.com

POLE BARNS

Free Estimates • Colored Metal Available
Variety of Sizes and Options

Fully Insured with Workers Comp

CALL 
FOR BEST 
PRICES

ZACH TINCHER—IN BUSINESS FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Shop now
TexasCoopPower.com/shop

Gift Shop
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Blade Stunner
Beautifully made, magni� cent to look at, 
this knife is a work of art at only $99

It’s not often you happen upon a blade 
smith who has gem cutting skills. But 

finding needles in haystacks is what we do 
best, so when we saw this master craftsman’s 
handiwork, we made certain to procure 
some of these Southwestern masterpieces to 
complete our collection. 
The stainless steel blade, bolster and 
pommel are exquisitely etched and would 
have looked great with a less ambitious 
handle. But the results of overachieving are 
stunning here. The turquoise-blue colored 
handle is ablaze with assorted stones like 
jasper, marble, sunstone, and coral that have 
been hand cut and inlaid in a Southwestern 
motif. 
But we don’t stop there. While supplies last, we’ll include 
a pair of $99, 8x21 power compact binoculars and a genuine 
leather sheath FREE when you purchase the Sedona Knife.

Whether you collect blades, interesting stones, or are a lover of 
the great American Southwest, come be a part of the largest 
community of knife enthusiasts in the nation with Stauer. 
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in 
your hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the impeccable 
craftsmanship of the Sedona Knife. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days for a complete 
refund of the item price. 
Limited Reserves. You could pay nearly $1,900 for a 
steel, fixed blade knife with a gemstone handle, but why 
would you when you can enjoy the superb craftsmanship 
of the Sedona Knife for only $99. Don’t let this beauty slip 
through your fingers. Call today!

Sedona Knife  $179*  

Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P Save $80

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: SEK247-03 
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 

14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SEK247-03
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 
listed original Stauer.com price.

Rating of A+

Knife
Specifications

5" etched stainless steel 
blade; 9-1/2" overall length 

• Turquoise-colored handle 
with accent stones including 

coral, marble, sandstone, tiger’s 
eye, jasper and sunstone 

EXCLUSIVE  

FREE
Stauer® 8x21

Compact 
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of 
the Sedona Knife

California residents please call 
1-800-333-2045 regarding Proposition 65 
regulations before purchasing this product.

99
+FREEBinoculars

Impossible PriceONLY

“I am a knife collector and the 
SEDONA looks great in my collection.” 

— William B.

A F F O R D  T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y

BONUS! Call today and you’ll 
also receive this heavy duty sheath!



For 85 years, Bluebonnet 
Electric Cooperative has 
provided power to members 
and communities in Central 

Texas. Bluebonnet originally served 
1,468 members through 646 miles 
of power line. Today, the cooperative 
powers more than 133,000 meters with 
nearly 13,000 miles of line. 
   In those early years, Bluebonnet’s 
dedicated men and women were 
passionate about making members’ 
lives better. That work ethic and 
commitment to the cooperative’s 
communities has never wavered. 
   Time has brought remarkable changes 
to Bluebonnet’s region. Populations 
have boomed and economies 
diversified. Many members carry on 
the tradition of farming and ranching, 
some following in the footsteps of 
previous generations, others for the first 
time. Communities once anchored by 
agriculture, or the oil and gas industry, 
now are home to a diverse mix of retail, 
commercial and industrial businesses. 
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Above right: Francita Beyer at work 
at Bluebonnet's headquarters, then 
in Giddings, in 1958.

Above: Rodney Fritsche, a survey 
technician in the 1970s, helps 
determine the location of future 
power poles and lines.

Right:  In 1984, the telephone was 
the technology that employees such 
as Bud Watson used to dispatch 
crews to restore power. 

Left: A Bluebonnet 
field crew sets 
a utility pole in 
1965. At that time, 
wooden poles, 
usually 35 to 45 
feet tall, were 
typically installed 
manually. The 
introduction of 
digger trucks 
began to ease the 
process.

Right: Improved 
vehicles and tools 
have made the 
job of digging 
holes and 
placing power 
poles faster, 
more efficient 
and safer. One 
essential element 
that has remained 
unchanged are 
people.

Left: Herbert Mueller and Harry Namken are 
surrounded by transformers in a 1946 photo. 
Transformers performed the same function 
then as they do today: changing the voltage of 
electricity flowing through power lines.

THEN NOW
that was this is

   Today, Bluebonnet is stronger, faster, 
more efficient and more reliable than 
ever. It has kept pace with growth 
using new technology and tools to 
improve and expand its electric system 
and service. 
   Members can pay bills and 
monitor their electric use through 
the cooperative’s website or mobile 
app at any time. Technology allows 
Bluebonnet’s control center operators 
and lineworkers to identify outages 
and restore power quickly and safely. 
Member service representatives can 
rapidly answer questions and resolve 
concerns, in person or by phone.  
   Safe, reliable, affordable electricity 
and excellent service are as important 
to Bluebonnet employees today as 
they were in August 1939. Members 
can trust that the cooperative 
will continue to uphold those 
commitments. It is the best way 
Bluebonnet can honor the legacy 
of its members, its workers and the 
communities it serves.

Since 1939, the employees 
of Bluebonnet Electric 

Cooperative have promised 
to provide safe, reliable 
electricity to members 

and made an unwavering 
commitment to their 

communities. The faces 
change, but the values 

remain the same.
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For 85 years, Bluebonnet 
Electric Cooperative has 
provided power to members 
and communities in Central 

Texas. Bluebonnet originally served 
1,468 members through 646 miles 
of power line. Today, the cooperative 
powers more than 133,000 meters with 
nearly 13,000 miles of line. 
   In those early years, Bluebonnet’s 
dedicated men and women were 
passionate about making members’ 
lives better. That work ethic and 
commitment to the cooperative’s 
communities has never wavered. 
   Time has brought remarkable changes 
to Bluebonnet’s region. Populations 
have boomed and economies 
diversified. Many members carry on 
the tradition of farming and ranching, 
some following in the footsteps of 
previous generations, others for the first 
time. Communities once anchored by 
agriculture, or the oil and gas industry, 
now are home to a diverse mix of retail, 
commercial and industrial businesses. 
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Above: The 2024 equivalent of a ‘survey 
technician’ is a line-design technician such 
as Amy Beal. She talks with Jason Franks, 
a Lockhart-area member, about installing 
poles and lines on his property.

Above left: Today, 82% of member 
payments are self-service. Member service 
representatives like Bianca Maciel are 
still available at Bluebonnet's five service 
centers, including the Lockhart location. 

Left: Drew Gaeke is a control center operator 
in the Bastrop facility, where computer 
systems can locate outages and help 
dispatch crews within minutes. 

Left: A Bluebonnet 
field crew sets 
a utility pole in 
1965. At that time, 
wooden poles, 
usually 35 to 45 
feet tall, were 
typically installed 
manually. The 
introduction of 
digger trucks 
began to ease the 
process.

Right: Improved 
vehicles and tools 
have made the 
job of digging 
holes and 
placing power 
poles faster, 
more efficient 
and safer. One 
essential element 
that has remained 
unchanged are 
people.

Right: Employees Eric Sommerfield and Blake 
Davis look over new transformers destined for a 
construction site near Brenham earlier this year.

THEN NOW
that was this is

   Today, Bluebonnet is stronger, faster, 
more efficient and more reliable than 
ever. It has kept pace with growth 
using new technology and tools to 
improve and expand its electric system 
and service. 
   Members can pay bills and 
monitor their electric use through 
the cooperative’s website or mobile 
app at any time. Technology allows 
Bluebonnet’s control center operators 
and lineworkers to identify outages 
and restore power quickly and safely. 
Member service representatives can 
rapidly answer questions and resolve 
concerns, in person or by phone.  
   Safe, reliable, affordable electricity 
and excellent service are as important 
to Bluebonnet employees today as 
they were in August 1939. Members 
can trust that the cooperative 
will continue to uphold those 
commitments. It is the best way 
Bluebonnet can honor the legacy 
of its members, its workers and the 
communities it serves.

A Bluebonnet timeline, Pages 18-19
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A BLUEBONNET TIMELINE

May 11, 1935
President Franklin Roosevelt 

signs executive order creating Rural 
Electrification Administration that 
backs low-cost loans for electric 

cooperatives, sparking a revolution in 
agriculture and rural communities

Aug. 2, 1939
Lower Colorado River Electric 

Cooperative (LCREC, later Bluebonnet 
Electric Cooperative) receives state 

charter to provide electricity to 
residents east of Austin in Washington, 

Fayette, Burleson, Austin, Colorado, 
Lee, Milam, Bastrop, Travis, Williamson, 

Caldwell, Hays, Guadalupe and 
Gonzales counties 

Oct. 24, 1939
Congressman  

Lyndon B. Johnson 
attends LCREC Board 
meeting at temporary 

headquarters in 
Giddings

March 4, 1940
LCRA acquires 

power lines from 
Texas Power and 

Light Co. and 
sells them to 

rural electric 
cooperatives 

Lower Colorado 
River and 

Pedernales

Sept. 6, 1940
LCREC builds 646 

miles of line, 
connects 1,468 
members who 
each pay a $5 

membership fee 

November 
1940

New headquarters 
building for LCREC 
opens in downtown 

Giddings

January 1946
After near standstill 
in new power line 

construction during 
World War II, REA 

approves $250,000 
loan to LCREC to 

construct 300 miles 
of rural lines

Oct. 1, 1956
‘Live Better 
Electrically’ 

appliance sales 
promotion 

campaign kicked 
off by LCREC and 
other rural electric 
utilities in Central 

Texas

June 1958
Teenagers from 

the LCREC 
area travel to 
Washington, 

D.C. for the first 
Government-

in-Action Youth 
Tour and meet 
with U.S. Senate 
leader Lyndon B. 

Johnson      

1977
Bluebonnet adds the 
first underground 

residential power lines 
to its system at Mesa 

Verde Estates  
in Cedar Creek 

In 2024, Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative celebrates 85 years of providing 
safe, reliable and affordable electric service to its fast-growing membership.
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Oct. 1, 1956
‘Live Better 
Electrically’ 

appliance sales 
promotion 

campaign kicked 
off by LCREC and 
other rural electric 
utilities in Central 

Texas

June 1958
Teenagers from 

the LCREC 
area travel to 
Washington, 

D.C. for the first 
Government-

in-Action Youth 
Tour and meet 
with U.S. Senate 
leader Lyndon B. 

Johnson      

Jan. 1, 1965
LCREC name 
changed to 

Bluebonnet Electric 
Cooperative; the 

co-op reports 16,337 
members in 14 

counties

1977
Bluebonnet adds the 
first underground 

residential power lines 
to its system at Mesa 

Verde Estates  
in Cedar Creek 

1989
Bluebonnet celebrates its 
50th anniversary; the 

co-op has 45,000 meters

2005
Bluebonnet opens its call 
center, where member 
service representatives 

answer questions about bills, 
outages and connecting 

service

2014
Bluebonnet 

celebrates its 75th 
year of providing 

electricity in Central 
Texas; the co-op has 
more than 86,000 

meters

2016
Bluebonnet hosts 

its first renewable 
energy event to 
inform members 
about connecting 

solar power to their 
homes or businesses

2019
Cooperative 

celebrates 80th 
year, reaches 

100,000-meter 
milestone 

2021
Bluebonnet 

celebrates 100th 
graduate from 
its lineworker 

apprentice on-
the-job training 

program

2007
Bluebonnet opens new 

headquarters in Bastrop County

June 2024
Now in its 85th year, the co-op has 

nearly 133,000 meters, which marks 
an increase of more than 50% 

in just a decade

In 2024, Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative celebrates 85 years of providing 
safe, reliable and affordable electric service to its fast-growing membership.
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SPEND A DAY IN

Manor’s water tower, although no longer used, remains a landmark 
in the downtown district. It was featured in the 1993 movie 
‘What’s Eating Gilbert Grape,’ starring Johnny Depp and Leonardo 
DiCaprio. Sarah Beal photo

The eerie charm of J. Lorraine Ghost Town features 28 Old West-style 
buildings that evoke a sense of the abandoned past. The indoor/
outdoor venue includes a giant wooden-fence maze, a towering two-
story outdoor movie screen, and a bar and grill. Sarah Beal photo

ShadowGlen Golf Club has an 18-hole course that is open to the 
public daily, except Christmas Day. Photo courtesy ShadowGlen Golf 
Club

The Good Luck Grill’s catfish platter is a favorite with customers. 
The restaurant is listed by tripadvisor.com as among Manor's most 
popular. Sarah Beal photo

Continued on next page

By Melissa Segrest

ALONG BUSY U.S. 290, 12 miles northeast of Austin, the ever-
multiplying home and apartment rooftops of Manor may give the 
impression this town is a new commuter community. But Manor 
—  pronounced “MAY-ner” — has a rich 152-year history. It was 
named for James B. Manor, who settled on Gilleland Creek west of 
today’s downtown in the mid-1830s. In 1871, he deeded 200 acres 
to the Houston and Texas Central Railway line, making Manor a 
train stop on the way to Texas’ capital. 
 The town’s population grew from the mid-1880s through the 
1920s, but the Great Depression slowed growth. Today, Manor is 
booming again: Thousands of houses have been built in the last two 
decades — most more affordable than those in pricier Austin — 
making Manor one of the nation’s fastest-growing suburbs. In 2000, 
the city had 1,204 residents; by 2020, including two large nearby 
subdivisions, that number had grown to 25,625. 
   Manor is expanding and adding community events to provide 
more family-friendly activities. New to the schedule are free spring 
and summer movie nights in Timmermann Park, 12616 Skimmer 
Run. The last scheduled movie this year is on Aug. 9. The annual 
Holidays in the Park will be Dec. 7. Also noteworthy: an annual 
Easter Egg Helicopter Drop, the ManorPalooza citywide celebration 
every May and a Fourth of July event with fireworks. 
 Designated a Film Friendly Community in Texas, Manor has 
been the setting for numerous movies and TV series, including the 
hit ’90s movie “What’s Eating Gilbert Grape,” with young actors 
Johnny Depp and Leonardo DiCaprio. The city’s iconic 1935 water 
tower stands in the background of some scenes. 

WHAT TO DO
     Crowe’s Nest Farm, 10300 Taylor Lane, is a popular educational 
working farm and wildlife rescue sanctuary that’s been operating for 41 
years. Every year about 40,000 children, most part of school groups, visit 
the farm, but families and individuals are welcome, too. Tours feature 
exhibits, demonstrations (including cow-milking), a hayride to visit a 
bison herd, and self-guided exploration to see farm animals and Texas 
wildlife. Open 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, from October to mid-
December and again March through July (weather permitting). Crowe’s 
Nest hosts a Spring Festival in April and a Fall Festival every Saturday-
Sunday in October with additional events, including vendors and live 
music. Regular admission is $8 for students, $9 for adults and $8 for 
seniors. Group tours (reservations required) and memberships are 

From a ghost town to golf, 
venture off the highway to enjoy 
growing town’s top stops

Continued from previous page

available; private events can be booked for a fee. Get more information 
at crowesnestfarm.org, its Facebook page or 512-272-4418.
     Halloween is just around the corner, and so is the J. Lorraine 
Ghost Town, 14219 Littig Road. It’s a spooky 5-acre destination of 
28 abandoned-looking, Old West-style buildings. Features at the 
indoor/outdoor venue include a giant wooden-fence maze, two-story 
outdoor movie screen and a bar and grill. Children are welcome but 
must be supervised. The town is reserved every October for Scare 
for a Cure, a giant interactive haunt for ages 13 and older that raises 
funds for the Breast Cancer Resource Center and other area charities. 
Get information at scareforacure.org. The ghost town is open 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Saturday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday year-round (unless booked for 
a private event). Check its Facebook page, call 512-922-2683 or go to 
ghosttownaustin.com before visiting.
    ShadowGlen Golf Club, 12801 Lexington St., is an 18-hole course 
that is open to the public as well as club members. Golfers can take 
lessons; use putting and chipping greens plus a driving range; and 
visit the clubhouse with a pro shop, bar and grill overlooking the ninth 
hole. There’s also a golf cart drive-through mini bar at the ninth-hole 
green. The course is open daily, sunrise to sunset, except for Christmas. 
It costs $99 to play the course on a weekend. Prices drop to $55 
for twilight rounds (play after 1 p.m.), seniors and military veterans 
Monday-Thursday. Individuals 17 and younger pay less to play, also. Get 
information at shadowglengolf.com or call 512-278-1304. 

GRAB A BITE
   Dining options ranked among Tripadvisor’s top restaurants include:  
   Café 290, 11011 U.S. 290 E., a fixture in Manor since 1947, is partially 
housed in a World War II-era Army barracks. It offers a large selection 
of American and regional foods, including numerous breakfast 
options. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday, 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday; 
cafe290.com, 512-278-8780.  
   The Good Luck Grill, 14605 FM 973 N., offers casual dining with 
an extensive menu of all-American and Texas favorites. Customer 
favorites include the catfish, fried chicken sandwich and three-layer 
chocolate Jackpot Pie. There’s indoor and outdoor seating on a 
covered patio, and kids have plenty of room to play outdoors. 11 a.m.-
8:30 p.m. daily; goodluckgrill.com, 512-272-8777.  
   Casa Garcia’s, 12700 Lexington St., Suite 100; has traditional Tex-
Mex and familiar Mexican dishes including taco plates, enchiladas, 
fajitas and a large breakfast menu. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 7 
a.m.-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday; casagarcias.com, 
737-600-8171.

TIPS FROM LOCALS
   Parks worth visiting include Timmermann Park, 12616 Skimmer 
Run, according to the city’s tourism manager, Yalondra Valderrama 
Santana. It has a playscape, eight picnic tables under a covered 
pavilion, a winding walking path, and a fishing dock and pond. For 
a bigger park space, several Manor residents recommend Travis 
County’s 273-acre East Metropolitan Park, 18706 Blake Manor Road. 
It has a disc golf course, basketball court, fishing ponds, multiuse 
fields, a pool in summer and more; info at parks.traviscountytx.gov/
parks/east-metro. 

Sources: Yalondra  Valderrama Santana, Manor heritage and tourism 
manager; cityofmanor.org; Texas State Handbook Online; Historical 
Marker Database; Manor Chamber of Commerce website; Manor 
Historical Society Facebook page; Austin’s Eastern Frontier series, KUT.
org; Tripadvisor.com; Kirk Lohmann, ShadowGlen Golf Club general 
manager; David Williams, Crowe’s Nest Farm executive director; 
Melanie Boston of J. Lorraine Ghost Town. n 
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The eerie charm of J. Lorraine Ghost Town features 28 Old West-style 
buildings that evoke a sense of the abandoned past. The indoor/
outdoor venue includes a giant wooden-fence maze, a towering two-
story outdoor movie screen, and a bar and grill. Sarah Beal photo

ShadowGlen Golf Club has an 18-hole course that is open to the 
public daily, except Christmas Day. Photo courtesy ShadowGlen Golf 
Club

The Good Luck Grill’s catfish platter is a favorite with customers. 
The restaurant is listed by tripadvisor.com as among Manor's most 
popular. Sarah Beal photo

Continued from previous page

available; private events can be booked for a fee. Get more information 
at crowesnestfarm.org, its Facebook page or 512-272-4418.
     Halloween is just around the corner, and so is the J. Lorraine 
Ghost Town, 14219 Littig Road. It’s a spooky 5-acre destination of 
28 abandoned-looking, Old West-style buildings. Features at the 
indoor/outdoor venue include a giant wooden-fence maze, two-story 
outdoor movie screen and a bar and grill. Children are welcome but 
must be supervised. The town is reserved every October for Scare 
for a Cure, a giant interactive haunt for ages 13 and older that raises 
funds for the Breast Cancer Resource Center and other area charities. 
Get information at scareforacure.org. The ghost town is open 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Saturday, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday year-round (unless booked for 
a private event). Check its Facebook page, call 512-922-2683 or go to 
ghosttownaustin.com before visiting.
    ShadowGlen Golf Club, 12801 Lexington St., is an 18-hole course 
that is open to the public as well as club members. Golfers can take 
lessons; use putting and chipping greens plus a driving range; and 
visit the clubhouse with a pro shop, bar and grill overlooking the ninth 
hole. There’s also a golf cart drive-through mini bar at the ninth-hole 
green. The course is open daily, sunrise to sunset, except for Christmas. 
It costs $99 to play the course on a weekend. Prices drop to $55 
for twilight rounds (play after 1 p.m.), seniors and military veterans 
Monday-Thursday. Individuals 17 and younger pay less to play, also. Get 
information at shadowglengolf.com or call 512-278-1304. 

GRAB A BITE
   Dining options ranked among Tripadvisor’s top restaurants include:  
   Café 290, 11011 U.S. 290 E., a fixture in Manor since 1947, is partially 
housed in a World War II-era Army barracks. It offers a large selection 
of American and regional foods, including numerous breakfast 
options. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday, 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday; 
cafe290.com, 512-278-8780.  
   The Good Luck Grill, 14605 FM 973 N., offers casual dining with 
an extensive menu of all-American and Texas favorites. Customer 
favorites include the catfish, fried chicken sandwich and three-layer 
chocolate Jackpot Pie. There’s indoor and outdoor seating on a 
covered patio, and kids have plenty of room to play outdoors. 11 a.m.-
8:30 p.m. daily; goodluckgrill.com, 512-272-8777.  
   Casa Garcia’s, 12700 Lexington St., Suite 100; has traditional Tex-
Mex and familiar Mexican dishes including taco plates, enchiladas, 
fajitas and a large breakfast menu. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 7 
a.m.-10 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday; casagarcias.com, 
737-600-8171.

TIPS FROM LOCALS
   Parks worth visiting include Timmermann Park, 12616 Skimmer 
Run, according to the city’s tourism manager, Yalondra Valderrama 
Santana. It has a playscape, eight picnic tables under a covered 
pavilion, a winding walking path, and a fishing dock and pond. For 
a bigger park space, several Manor residents recommend Travis 
County’s 273-acre East Metropolitan Park, 18706 Blake Manor Road. 
It has a disc golf course, basketball court, fishing ponds, multiuse 
fields, a pool in summer and more; info at parks.traviscountytx.gov/
parks/east-metro. 

Sources: Yalondra  Valderrama Santana, Manor heritage and tourism 
manager; cityofmanor.org; Texas State Handbook Online; Historical 
Marker Database; Manor Chamber of Commerce website; Manor 
Historical Society Facebook page; Austin’s Eastern Frontier series, KUT.
org; Tripadvisor.com; Kirk Lohmann, ShadowGlen Golf Club general 
manager; David Williams, Crowe’s Nest Farm executive director; 
Melanie Boston of J. Lorraine Ghost Town. n 

ARE YOU  
PREPARED  

FOR A

HURRICANE?

bluebonnet.coop/hurricanes

Atlantic storm season  
runs from June 1-Nov. 30. 

Take steps now to be prepared  
for storms and outages.

5 TIPS TO STAY SAFE  
DURING STORMS

Severe weather in the Bluebonnet region can 
include thunderstorms, hurricanes, tornadoes 
and flash floods. Know the risks and actions 

to take to better protect your family and 
property.

1. Identify in advance safe travel routes and official shelters.

2.  Fill your vehicle’s gas tank and keep it as full as possible.

3. Fill bathtub and other large containers with water for 
sanitary purposes such as flushing toilets.

4. Adjust refrigerator and freezer to coldest temperature.

5. Beware of downed power lines   — they may be energized. 
Report downed lines to Bluebonnet or 911.

FIND MORE  
STORM AND OUTAGE RESOURCES AT
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BLUEBONNET NEWS

Bluebonnet, LCRA provide grants
for community centers, museum
BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC 
Cooperative and the Lower Colorado 
River Authority recently provided three 
grants to community nonprofit organiza-
tions and projects within the coopera-
tive’s service territory as part of LCRA’s 
Community Development Partnership 
Program. Bluebonnet is one of LCRA’s 
wholesale electric customers and partners 
with LCRA to support its members and 
communities. 
 Applications will be accepted in January 
2025 for the next round of grants. For 
more information about this program and 
the application, visit lcra.org/cdpp. 

TOP PHOTO: A $41,278 grant will help the 
Paige Community Club make upgrades 
to its community center’s interior and 
exterior. This grant, along with $10,320 
in matching funds from the nonprofit 
group, will allow the club to repair and 
replace the Paige Community Center’s 
roof and upgrade the kitchen area 
with energy-efficient lighting. Pictured, 
from left, are Rick Arnic, LCRA regional 
affairs representative; Sarah Deerkop, 
club secretary; Gary Light and Bettye 
Light, club members; Debbie Barrington, 
club president; Kathy Beeman, club 
treasurer; Margaret D. “Meg” Voelter, 
LCRA board member; Margaret Boyd, 
club director; Stan Gerdes, District 17 
State Representative; Gregory Klaus, 
Bastrop County judge; and Josh Coy, 
Bluebonnet's Bastrop-area community 
representative.

MIDDLE PHOTO: A $14,112 grant will 
help the Rosanky Community Center 
Association make improvements to its 
grounds. This grant, along with $22,050 
in matching funds raised by the nonprofit, 
will be used to install a new shade 
canopy over playground equipment at 
the community center. The group also 
will add solar lighting, a French drain 
system and xeriscaping. Pictured seated 
in front, from left, are Sawyer Badders, 
Kutter Badders and Steelee Badders, 
junior association members. In the back 
row, from left, are Josh Coy, Bluebonnet's 
Bastrop-area community representative; 
Rick Arnic, LCRA regional affairs 
representative; Fay Meuth-Scoggins, 
association vice president; Dawn 
Thompson, association treasurer; Marc 
Haynes, association president; Galynn 
Fogle, association secretary; Margaret D. 
“Meg” Voelter, LCRA board member; and 
Gregory Klaus, Bastrop County judge.

ABOVE: A $15,868 grant will help the Dime Box Heritage Museum make improvements to  
its building. The grant, along with $4,592 in matching funds from the nonprofit Dime Box 
Heritage Society, will pay for a new roof and an energy-efficient heating, air-conditioning and 
ventilation system. Pictured, in the front row, from left, are Sharon Phears, society president; 
Jean Blaha-Davis, society vice president; Bonnie Langham, society treasurer; Margaret D. 
“Meg” Voelter, LCRA board member; Monica Kallus-Spacek, society director; Russell Jurk, 
Bluebonnet Board member; and Kate Ramzinski, LCRA regional affairs representative. In the 
middle row, from left, are Waymond Davis, society member; Sherry Murphy, Bluebonnet’s 
Giddings-area community representative; Stan Gerdes, District 17 State Representative; 
Cynthia Bayer-Krenek, society secretary; Frances Koudelka-Whitsel, society member; and 
Donald Whitsel, society director. On the back row is Keely Mikolajchak, Bluebonnet intern.
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Bluebonnet, LCRA provide grants
for community centers, museum

ABOVE: A $15,868 grant will help the Dime Box Heritage Museum make improvements to  
its building. The grant, along with $4,592 in matching funds from the nonprofit Dime Box 
Heritage Society, will pay for a new roof and an energy-efficient heating, air-conditioning and 
ventilation system. Pictured, in the front row, from left, are Sharon Phears, society president; 
Jean Blaha-Davis, society vice president; Bonnie Langham, society treasurer; Margaret D. 
“Meg” Voelter, LCRA board member; Monica Kallus-Spacek, society director; Russell Jurk, 
Bluebonnet Board member; and Kate Ramzinski, LCRA regional affairs representative. In the 
middle row, from left, are Waymond Davis, society member; Sherry Murphy, Bluebonnet’s 
Giddings-area community representative; Stan Gerdes, District 17 State Representative; 
Cynthia Bayer-Krenek, society secretary; Frances Koudelka-Whitsel, society member; and 
Donald Whitsel, society director. On the back row is Keely Mikolajchak, Bluebonnet intern.

Meet

Hey, kids! Willie is the happy mascot for  
rural electric cooperatives, and he’s helping Bluebonnet 

celebrate its 85th birthday this month! 
   

   Join the fun: Cut out this page, color it and send it to us. 
You might win a drawing for a Bluebonnet gift basket  

full of coloring supplies and extra surprises. 

3 WAYS TO ENTER
1. Email a photo or copy of your colorful Willie page  
to socialmedia@bluebonnet.coop. 

2. Mail your completed page to Willie Coloring Page,  
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 729, Bastrop, TX 78602.

3. Ask a friend or family member to bring your completed page 
to any of our five member service centers in Bastrop, Brenham, 
Giddings, Lockhart or Manor. 

Open to children 12 and younger.  
Deadline for entries is 5 p.m. Sept. 1, 2024.  
Get details/rules at bluebonnet.coop/williecoloring. 
Keep an eye on Bluebonnet’s social media pages 
for your entry, too.

Name __________________________  Age _____

Parent/guardian email _______________________

Parent/guardian phone ______________________

2024_AUG_TCP.indd   252024_AUG_TCP.indd   25 7/4/24   4:19 PM7/4/24   4:19 PM
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*Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the 
price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

A.

B.Centuries ago, Persians, Tibetans 
and Mayans considered turquoise 

a gemstone of the heavens, believing 
the striking blue stones were sacred 
pieces of sky. Today, the rarest and 
most valuable turquoise is found in the 
American Southwest–– but the future 
of the blue beauty is unclear.
On a recent trip to Tucson, we spoke 
with fourth generation turquoise 
traders who explained that less than five 
percent of turquoise mined worldwide 
can be set into jewelry and only about 
twenty mines in the Southwest supply 
gem-quality turquoise. Once a thriving 
industry, many Southwest mines have 
run dry and are now closed.
We found a limited supply of turquoise 
from Arizona and purchased it for 
our Sedona Turquoise Collection. 
Inspired by the work of those ancient 
craftsmen and designed to showcase the 
exceptional blue stone, each stabilized 
vibrant cabochon features a unique, 
one-of-a-kind matrix surrounded in 
Bali metalwork. You could drop over 
$1,200 on a turquoise pendant, or you 

could secure 26 carats of genuine Arizona turquoise for just $99. 
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If  you aren’t completely happy 
with your purchase, send it back within 30 days for a complete refund 
of the item price.
The supply of Arizona turquoise is limited, don’t miss your chance to 
own the Southwest’s brilliant blue treasure. Call today!

26 carats  
of genuine  

Arizona turquoise 

ONLY $99

C.

Necklace  
enlarged  
to show  
luxurious 
color

14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. STC890-09,  
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

Call now and mention the offer code to receive your collection.  

1-800-333-2045
Offer Code STC890-09 
You must use the offer code to get our special price. 

Stauer… Afford  the  Extraordinary .®

Sacred Stone of the 
Southwest is on the  
Brink of Extinction

Rating of A+

 Jewelry Specifications:  
• Arizona turquoise • Silver-finished settings
Sedona Turquoise Collection
 A. Pendant (26 cts)                $299 *       $99     +s&p Save $200
 B. 18" Bali Naga woven sterling silver chain   $149   +s&p
 C. 1 1/2" Earrings (10 ctw)                 $299 *       $99     +s&p Save $200
     Complete Set**    $747 *   $249 +s&p Save $498
**Complete set includes pendant, chain and earrings.
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Footnotes in Texas History

W H E N  M O ST  P E O P L E  think of Lyndon B. 
Johnson, they don’t necessarily envision 
a man with a great sense of humor. After 
all, he was president during turbulent 
times.

“When the burdens of the presidency 
seem unusually heavy,” he once joked,  
“I always remind myself it could be worse. 
I could be a mayor.”

Though he didn’t have the public elo-
quence of Kennedy or King, he was char-
ismatic. He was a wonderful storyteller. 

Writer and historian Doris Kearns 
Goodwin worked closely with the presi-
dent for seven years, and because of her 
professional relationship with him, I 
would argue that her biography—out of 
all the biographies about the 36th presi-

dent—is the most humanizing. 
No writer knew him better.
Goodwin told me she never tired of 

listening to him, though eventually she 
came to realize that his stories were not 
all completely true. Some were apocry-
phal, she said, and like Abraham Lincoln, 
LBJ used stories to animate his points, 
skewer his adversaries, and amuse and 
entertain.

He learned his storytelling, Goodwin 
said, from his father and grandfather, 
growing up in the Hill Country. Johnson 
would listen at night as they talked politics 
on the porch with local power brokers. 

My own father, a great admirer of the 
president, shared a couple of LBJ stories 
with me long ago.

When Barry Goldwater and Nelson 
Rockefeller were campaigning to win 
their party’s nomination for president in 
1964, LBJ heard that both men were “cut-
ting way back on their visits to California.” 
Johnson said, “Reminds me of a case in 
Texas where a man wanted to run for 
sheriff against an unpopular incumbent 
named Uncle Johnny.

“Man asked his friend Dave if he 
thought he had a chance. Dave said, 
‘Well, I guess it depends on who meets 
the most people.’ ‘Yeah, that’s what I was 
thinking,’ said the man. Dave explained 
further, ‘If he meets the most people, 
you’ll win, and if you meet the most peo-
ple, he’ll win.’ ”

LBJ also told of a “boy in Texas who 
was very poor and tired of seeing his 
mama struggling so much to feed her 
family. So he sent a letter to God asking 
for $100 for his mama. The letter got for-
warded eventually to the postmaster 
general in Washington, D.C. 

“He took pity on the boy and put $20 in 
an envelope and mailed it to him. Two 
weeks later, the postmaster got a letter 
back from the boy that said, ‘Dear God, 
thank you for sending the money, but 
next time don’t send it through Washing-
ton cuz they took 80% of it.’ ”

Goodwin said she was happy to see that 
LBJ is getting long-deserved credit for the 
laws and policies he passed in his time, 
like the Voting Rights Act, as well as the 
institutions he helped found, like NASA 
and the Public Broadcasting Service.

If only he could have known how 
much progress his work would bring.  
He certainly would have smiled—and 
had a story ready. D

 
Sense and Humor

LBJ’s unique penchant for storytelling helped him navigate politics 
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 Listen as W.F. 
Strong narrates this 
story on our website.
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TCP Kitchen

Party Drinks 
Find fruity refreshments—and a guide for mocktail options

B Y  V I A N N E Y  R O D R I G U E Z ,  F O O D  E D I T O R

Spending every summer in Mexico growing up, nothing made 
me happier than sipping on a tall glass of agua de sandía 
(watermelon water) sold by local street vendors. It’s a bright  
and refreshing drink made from watermelon, water, lime juice 
and sugar. August is peak watermelon season in Texas,  
so I’m excited to share this beloved drink from my childhood.

Agua de Sandía   
8 cups diced watermelon
4 cups cold water
¼ cup sugar
Juice of 1 lime
Tajín, for the rim
Lime wedge, for the rim

1. Blend watermelon and water until 
smooth. Depending on the size of your 
blender, you may need to divide this into 
batches, blending half the watermelon 
and half the water at a time. 

2. Strain into a pitcher. Stir in sugar and 
lime juice.

3. Spread Tajín on a plate. Run lime wedge 
around the rim of each glass and dip 
into Tajín. Serve over ice in Tajín-rimmed 
glasses. 

S E R V E S  8

   
 Follow Vianney Rodriguez as she cooks  

in Cocina Gris at sweetlifebake.com, where 
she features a recipe for Hibiscus Mint  
Tequila Punch. 
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Lemon Pucker Martini
D E B I  O R O Z C O 
B R YA N  T E X A S  U T I L I T I E S

I love a lightly sweet but bold-flavored 
cocktail, and that’s exactly what this 
Lemon Pucker Martini recipe offers. It’s a 
perfect balance between tart and sweet 
and proves incredibly refreshing.   

2 tablespoons sugar, for the rim
1 lemon wedge, for the rim 
2 ounces vodka
1 ounce fresh lemon juice 
½ ounce limoncello
½ ounce orange-flavored liqueur
1 teaspoon agave  
Lemon slice, for garnish

1. Spread sugar on a plate. Run lemon 
wedge around the rim of a cocktail glass 
and dip into sugar. Place glass in the 
freezer until ready to serve. 

2. Add vodka, lemon juice, limoncello, 
orange-flavored liqueur and agave to 
a cocktail shaker filled with ice. Shake 
vigorously. 

3. Strain into chilled, sugar-rimmed 
cocktail glass. Garnish with lemon slice. 

S E R V E S  1  
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 $500 Recipe Contest
HEARTY SOUPS  DUE AUGUST 10
When it’s cold outside, we want nothing 
more than to cozy up inside with a piping 
hot bowl of soup. Send us your favorite 
comforting soup, and you could win 
$500. Enter by August 10.

$ 5 0 0   W I N N E R

Summer Beer   
C I N D Y  J A R R O T T  
B L U E B O N N E T  E C

Pour, stir, serve and sip!  
A beer-based cocktail fit for  
a crowd, this simple summer 
beer is a fresh and smooth 
beverage that’s designed  
for batching in bulk.  

S E R V E S  6

1 can frozen pink lemonade (12 ounces)
12 ounces vodka
4 cans light beer (12 ounces each)
Frozen mixed berries, for garnish 
 
1. Add frozen lemonade and vodka to  
a pitcher. (You can use the lemonade  
can to measure 12 ounces of vodka.)  
Stir until lemonade is dissolved.

2. Add beer and stir to combine. 

3. Pour into ice-filled glasses and top  
with frozen berries.
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From Cocktail  
to Mocktail

B Y  V I A N N E Y  R O D R I G U E Z

Nonalcoholic cocktails don’t have 
to be bland. Here are a few tips and 
tricks to keep your party hopping:

Replace sparkling wine with soda 
water for a guilt-free bubbly effect. 

A mix of cranberry and grape juice 
produces a delicious sangrialike 
option. 

Ginger beer punches up the flavor 
and adds a warm kick to a mocktail. 

Nonalcoholic spirits are becoming 
more common in stores. From 
vodka to mezcal and nonalcoholic 
beer and wine, options are hitting 
shelves, ready to help you shake up 
a mocktail.

Texas Bluebonnet  
C A R O L  B R A D Y 
N U E C E S  E C

It’s time to pop open the bubbly and 
celebrate the waning days of summer. The 
addition of sparkling wine to this cocktail 
makes it feel a bit elegant, which is always 
a plus, but this festive drink can easily 
be whipped up for four or doubled for a 
crowd.

½ cup blue Curaçao liqueur
1½ cups lemonade
2 cups sparkling wine
Juice of 1 lemon 
Orange slices, for garnish 
Lemon slices, for garnish
Maraschino cherries, for garnish  

1. Fill a pitcher with ice. Add blue Curaçao 
liqueur, lemonade, sparkling wine and 
lemon juice. Stir.  

2. Serve over ice, garnished with fruit  
on skewers. 

S E R V E S  4 

 Vianney Rodriguez features many more 
cocktail recipes on sweetlifebake.com and in 
Latin Twist: Traditional and Modern Cocktails, 
the book she co-authored with Yvette 
Marquez-Sharpnack.

E-news

Sign up now
TexasCoopPower.com/join

Fast and Direct 
Get our best content 
delivered to your inbox
every month! 
We bring you everything
Texas: its culture, people,
food, history and travel,
plus our monthly contest
winners and more. 
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GovMint • 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. MSB216-03, Eagan, MN 55121

Not only are these hefty bars one full 
Troy ounce of real, .999 precious 
silver, they’re also beautiful, 

featuring the crisp image of a Morgan 
Silver Dollar struck onto the surface. That 
collectible image adds interest and makes 
these Silver Bars even more desirable. 
Minted in the U.S.A. from shimmering 
American silver, these one-ounce 99.9% 
fine silver bars are a great alternative to 
one-ounce silver coins or rounds. Plus, 
they offer great savings compared to other 
bullion options like one-ounce sovereign 
silver coins. Take advantage of our special 
offer for new customers only and save 
$10.00 off our regular prices.

Morgan Silver Dollars 
Are Among the Most Iconic 

Coins in U.S. History
What makes them iconic? The Morgan 
Silver Dollar is the legendary coin that 
built the Wild West. It exemplifies the 
American spirit like few other coins, and 
was created using silver mined from the 
famous Comstock Lode in Nevada. In fact, 
when travelers approached the mountains 
around the boomtown of Virginia City, 
Nevada in the 1850s, they were startled to 
see the hills shining in the sunlight like a 
mirror. A mirage caused by weary eyes? 

No, rather the effect came from tiny 
flecks of silver glinting in the sun. 

A Special Way 
for You to Stock Up on 

Precious Silver
While no one can predict the future value 
of silver in an uncertain economy, many 
Americans are rushing to get their hands 
on as much silver as possible, putting it 
away for themselves and their loved ones. 
You’ll enjoy owning these Silver Bars. 
They’re tangible. They feel good when 
you hold them, You’ll relish the design 
and thinking about all it represents. 
These Morgan Design One-Ounce Bars 
make appreciated gifts for birthdays, 
anniversaries and graduations, creating a 
legacy sure to be cherished for a lifetime. 

Order More and SAVE
You can save $10.00 off our regular price 
when you buy now. There is a limit of 25 
Bars per customer, which means with this 
special offer, you can save up to $250. 

Hurry. Secure Yours Now!
Call right now to secure your .999 fine silver 
Morgan Design One-Ounce Silver Bars. 
You’ll be glad you did.

One-Ounce Silver Morgan Design Bar
$49.95 ea.
Special o� er - $39.95 ea. +s/h

SAVE $10 - $250
Limit of 25 bars per customer

Free Morgan Silver Dollar 
with every order over $299
(A $59.95 value!)

FREE SHIPPING over $99!
Limited time only. Product total over $99 before 
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only. 

Not valid on previous purchases.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-888-201-7144
Offer Code MSB216-03

Please mention this code when you call.

Fill Your Vault with 
Morgan Silver Bars

Asset Marketing Services, LLC d/b/a GovMint is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not a�  liated with the U.S. government. � e collectible coin market is unregulated, 
highly speculative and involves risk. Prices, facts, � gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change signi� cantly over time. All purchases are expressly 
conditioned upon your acceptance of AMS’s Terms and Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-conditions); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to our Return Policy (www.amsi-
corp.com/product-return-policy). Keeping your purchase means you agree to the Terms and Conditions. © 2024 GovMint. All rights reserved.

Actual size is 
30.6 x 50.4 mm

for You to Stock Up on 

Limit of 25 bars per customer

with every order over $299

99.9% Fine 
Silver Bars

Grab Your Piece of America’s Silver Legacy

BUY MOREBUY MORE
SAVESAVE   MORE!MORE!

BUY  MOREBUY MORE
SAVESAVE   MORE!MORE!

BBUY  MOREUY MORE
SAVESAVE   MORE!MORE!

 SPECIAL CALL-IN ONLY OFFER
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Hit the Road

A Jaw-Dropping Journey 
Brazos Bend State Park has acres and acres of alligators

B Y  C H E T  G A R N E R

I  L I K E  ZO O S.  The cages and fences offer comfort when staring into the eyes 
of an apex predator. But there’s something exhilarating about stepping into 
a natural habitat and encountering a wild creature in its element. 

And that’s the draw of Brazos Bend State Park, which comprises nearly 
5,000 acres of wetland marsh and coastal prairie in Fort Bend County. Visit 
on a sunny day and you’re almost guaranteed to have an encounter with its 
most famous residents—American alligators.  

Driving into the park felt like visiting a movie set, amid oak trees drip-
ping with Spanish moss that create a canopy over the road. It’s hard to 
believe that I was only 40 miles from downtown Houston. I stopped into 
the visitor center and asked where to find the gators. They simply pointed 
me toward the park’s 37 miles of trails and said, “That way.” 

It turns out hundreds of alligators inhabit the park, and it’s not uncom-
mon to see 40–50 on a good day, in addition to the park’s other reptiles, 
amphibians and 300-plus species of birds.

I set off on the trail surrounding 40-Acre Lake, and it wasn’t long before  
I came face-to-face with a living, breathing dinosaur. It was at least 7 feet 
long and sunning on the edge of the trail. I cautiously passed by, giving it  
a Texas nod on my way. Twenty feet down the trail was another and then 
another.  

A ranger assured me that in the park’s 40 years, no one has been injured, 
much less killed, by an alligator. They’re fairly docile creatures and prefer 
flight over fight when it comes to humans. Even so, I didn’t want to tempt 
fate and was more than happy enjoying them all from a very safe distance. D

ABOVE Chet keeps a safe distance from one  
of the hundreds of gators that roam freely.

 From the safety of your screen, join  
Chet as he wanders among the gators.  
Watch the video on our website and see  
all his Texplorations on The Daytripper on PBS. 
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AUGUST 
8  McKinney  Thomas Craig, 

(214) 769-0645, thecomedy 
arena.com 

9  Alpine  [9–10] Big Bend 
Ranch Rodeo, (432) 294-1640, 
bigbendranchrodeo.com 

10 Chappell Hill  Wine and 
Cheese Stroll, (979) 337-
9910, chappellhilltx.com 

14 Brady  [14–17] Heart of 
Texas Honky Tonk Festival, 
(325) 597-1895,  
heartoftexascountry.com 

Corsicana  [14–17] Red,  
(903) 872-5421, thewlac.com 

17 Brenham  Peter, Paul and 
Mary Alive; (979) 337-7240; 
thebarnhillcenter.com 

Santo  Southwest Open  
Chili Championship,  
(940) 733-6086, casichili.net 

22 Fredericksburg  [22–25] 
Gillespie County Fair, (830) 
997-2359, gillespiefair.com 

23 Decatur  [23–24] Wise  
County Guild Quilt Show, 
(817) 991-3407,  
wisecountyquiltguild.org 

24 Lubbock  Book Festival,  
(806) 775-3634,  
lubbockbookfest.com 

Know Before You Go
Call ahead or check an event’s website for 
scheduling details, and check our website 
for many more upcoming events.
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Castroville  [24–25]  
St. Louis Day Celebration, 
(830) 931-2826,  
saintlouisday.com 

27 Stonewall  Commemoration 
of Lyndon Johnson’s  
Birthday, (830) 868-7128, 
nps.gov/lyjo 

29 Uvalde  [29–Sept. 1]  
Palomino Fest & Pro Rodeo, 
palominofest.com 

30 Fredericksburg  [30–31] 
Vereins Quilt Show,  
vereinsquiltguild.org 

Marfa  [30–Sept. 1] Lights 
Festival, (432) 217-6777, 
marfachamberofcommerce.org 

Granbury  [30–Sept. 2]  
Labor Day Weekend  
Festival, (682) 936-4550, 
granburysquare.com 

31  Sunrise Beach Village   
Sip & Stroll, (713) 299-1728, 
sunrisebeachtx.gov 

SEPTEMBER 
7  Luling  Luling Foundation 

Youth Grill-Off, (830) 875-
2438, lulingfoundation.org 

McKinney  Jurassic Night 
Out at the Heard, (972) 562-
5566, heardmuseum.org 

New Braunfels  Donny 
Edwards: Tribute to the King, 
(830) 627-0808, brauntex.org 

 Submit Your Event
We pick events for the magazine directly 
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your 
November event by September 1, and it 
just might be featured in this calendar.

September 12, 13, 14 & 15
Grapevine, TexasGrapeFest.com

Don’t miss the 
largest wine festival 

in the Southwest!

Plan now
TexasCoopPower.com/events

Hit the Road
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SPECIAL
SAVINGS!
YOUR CHOICE OF A
WALK-IN SHOWER
OR WALK-IN TUB
Lifetime Warranty
Custom Sizes Available
100% Financing Available
A+ BBB Rating
Good Contractors List

Call for More Info
682-205-3532 • 888-825-2362   
bestbuywalkintubs.com

TUB OR
SHOWER FROM

$9,995.00
INSTALLATION

INCLUDED

Trusted by Texans for 19 Years
Tubs and Showers 
Made in America
Visit Our Texas Showroom

 

MT-355 H Full Size  
55 HP Tractor Package

55 HP diesel, 4x4, Hydro Trans,  
R4 Tires, ROPS, Quick Attach Front 
Loader & Bucket, 6' Rotary Cutter 
and 6' Box Blade included

AS LOW AS
$449 per month
0 Down @ 3.9% Interest  
for up to 84 months WAC

MT-225 H 25 HP  
Compact Tractor

4x4, Hydro Trans, Quick Attach 
Front Loader, and Skid Steer  
Bucket, R4 Tires, ROPS, 5' Rotary 
Cutter and 5' Box Blade included

AS LOW AS
$315 per month
0 Down @ 3.9% Interest  
for up to 84 months WAC

MT-122 & MT-125 
Subcompact Tractor 
Packages

22 & 25 HP Diesels, 4x4, Hydro 
Trans, ROPS, R4 Industrial Tires, 
Quick Attach Loaders and Buckets,  
4' Rotary Cutter and 4' Box Blades

AS LOW AS
$239 per month
0 down @ 3.9% interest  
for up to 84 months WAC

MT-458 CPS 58 HP  
Cab Tractor Package  

Power Shuttle Trans, 4x4, R4 Tires, 
2 Sets of Rear Hydraulic Remotes, 
AC & Heat, Stereo Ready, Quick 
Attach Loader and Bucket, 6' Rotary 
Cutter and 6' Box Blade, Fully 
Loaded With All Options!

AS LOW AS
$625 per month
0 Down @ 3.9% Interest  
for up to 84 months WAC

Pkg. includes  
4' Box Blade  
and Cutter

Pkg. includes  
5' Box Blade  
and Cutter

Pkg. includes 6'  
Box Blade and Cutter

Pkg. includes  
6' Box Blade  
and Cutter

★  S T I L L  T H E  T R AC TO R  PAC K AG E  L E A D E R  ★

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

FOSTER’S WORK & PLAY
936-967-0011 • Text 713-899-7976 After Hours • fostersworknplay.com
3601 US Hwy 190 W • Livingston, Texas 77351 • sales@fostersworknplay.com
All horsepowers listed are approximate engine horsepower ratings from manufacturer. Prices and payments approximate with approved credit by AGCO Finance.
0% Interest Rates may be blended slightly because of implements other than MF Brand. All prices and payments may not include freight, set up, insurance or delivery if applicable

(512) 263-6830 • www.brushshark.com

S K I D  ST E E R  M O U N T E D  S H E A R
• 1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
• Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.

WE BUY MINERALS
We pay cash for producing 
or non-producing mineral interests. 
CALL US TODAY! 1-888-735-5337
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Focus on Texas

Textures
The rough bark of a tree, the smooth surface of a pond in 
early morning, a display of soft bird feathers—the surfaces 
in our world offer a variety of visual and physical textures. 
From childhood we are told to look and not touch; but these 
offerings make us wish we could do both.

C U R AT E D  B Y  G R A C E  F U LT Z

1

3

2

 4

Upcoming Contests
DUE AUG 10 Young Photographers     
DUE SEP 10 Parks 
DUE OCT 10 I Love        

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.

 See Focus on Texas on our website for many 
more Textures photos from readers.

1  K E LTO N  C A R V E R 
S O U T H  P L A I N S  E C
“This is my show steer for 4-H and FFA activities.  
His hair is velvety smooth! His wrinkles depict his  
inquisitive personality.” 

2  C Y R I L  F E R N A N D E S 
P E D E R N A L E S  E C
“Peacocks achieve their stunning plumage display  
through structural coloration called iridescence.”

3  C A R LY  L AT H A M 
H E A R T  O F  T E X A S  E C
“I love looking at the skin of a Texas horse apple.”

4  D O R A  C A F F E Y 
TAY LO R  E C
“A Rio Grande turkey shown in his finest ruffles.”
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DA D  CA M E  H O M E  from work one day with 
his left hand in a big bandage. He had 
driven himself to a hospital, where his 
fingers were repaired by a surgeon. One 
finger was almost severed but was put 
back together and ultimately saved. 

When I was young, he worked for West 
Texas Lumber Co. in San Angelo, the 
local Aermotor Windmill dealer. Later  
he worked on his own. Ranch owners for 
miles around knew he was the man to 
call if a windmill needed repairs or 
replacement from the 1930s into the ’80s. 
The cattle and sheep had to have water. 

My brother and I are firmly convinced 
that no one man installed more wind-
mills than our father. He was still climb-
ing the contraptions after his 80th 
birthday and after he sold his business.

Working on these machines was dan-

gerous, even for a professional. Wind-
millers free-climbed and stood with a 
helper on a platform—untethered—as 
they made their repairs.

Aermotor windmills pivot on a vertical 
mast, with all the weight sitting on a 
washer inside a small cavity just under 
the motor. The motor has to be lifted a 
few inches to replace that washer. 

To lift the windmill, with all the weight 
of the mill and the sucker rods, a chain 
is tied to the push rod and the tower and 
then a helper has to turn the wheel by 
hand and hold it.

Dad always had to have a helper, of 
course, and I was usually his helper in 
the summertime and over Christmas 
breaks.

There were days when we would load 
the pickup in San Angelo with the parts 
of a new windmill, the rods and pipe, 
sand, gravel, cement—everything 
needed for installation. I remember once 
when we drove to a new well on King 
Mountain, south of Odessa, assembled 
the tower and mill, raised it up with the 
pickup, dug the anchors by hand, and 
had it pumping water before sundown.

But I wasn’t Dad’s helper that fateful 
day south of San Angelo. 

On that day, the chain must have 
slipped, allowing the weight of the rotor 
assembly to smash his fingers. He didn’t 
say so, but what else could it have been? 

There was something else he didn’t 
mention until a few days later. 

His helper had reacted to the sight of 
the blood and started to pass out. Dad 
reached out and grabbed the man with 
his right hand to keep him from falling 
off the windmill platform. 

I don’t know just how the issue was 
resolved from that point, but I do know 
this: While Dad’s left hand was trapped, 
he saved a man’s life that day with his 
right hand—the day he came home with 
the big bandage. D

Friends in  
High Places
He was known for saving windmills,  
but one day he saved a whole lot more

  
B Y  S A M  W.  Y O U N G 
I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y  
K E V I N  H O W D E S H E L L

Observations
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“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

3 CHAIRS 
IN ONE:

SLEEP/RECLINE/LIFT    

You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep.  
Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or back aches 
– and dozens of other ailments and worries.  
Those are the nights you’d give anything for a 
comfortable chair to sleep in: one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises your feet and 
legs just where you want them, supports your 
head and shoulders properly, and operates at the 
touch of a button.  

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and more.  
More than a chair or recliner, it’s designed to 
provide total comfort.  Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours of soothing 
relaxation.  Reading or watching TV?  Our chair’s 
recline technology allows you to pause the chair 
in an infinite number of settings.  And best of all, 
it features a powerful lift mechanism that tilts 
the entire chair forward, making it easy to stand.  
You’ll love the other benefits, too.  It helps with 
correct spinal alignment and promotes back 
pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle pain.  
The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style back and 

unique seat design will cradle you in comfort.  
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced 
arm support when sitting or reclining.  It even has 
a battery backup in case of a power outage.  

White glove delivery included in shipping charge.  
Professionals will deliver the chair to the exact 
spot in your home where you want it, unpack it, 
inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away!  You get your choice of Luxurious 
and Lasting Miralux, Genuine Leather, stain and 
liquid repellent Duralux with the classic leather 
look, or plush MicroLux microfiber, all handcrafted 
in a variety of colors to fit any decor.  Call now! 
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2

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged or defective, at our 
option we will repair it or replace it. Delivery only available in contiguous U.S.  

© 2024 Journey Health & Lifestyle.

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS  A+

enjoying life never gets old™

REMOTE-CONTROLLED  
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO A 

STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Now available in a variety of 
colors, fabrics and sizes. 

OVER
100,000 

SOLD 

OVER
100,000 

SOLD 

Pictured is Luxurious & Lasting Miralux™.
Ask about our 5 Comfort Zone chair.

®

LIGHT GRAY

BURGUNDY

CHOCOLATE CHOCOLATE

DARK MOSS

SADDLE TAN

TANCHESTNUT BLUE

Genuine Leather
classic beauty & style

Miralux™
luxurious & lasting

Long Lasting DuraLux®
stain & liquid repellent 

MicroLux®  Microfiber
breathable & amazingly soft

Call toll-free now

1-888-300-9362
Please mention code 606476 when ordering.

®




