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MUELLER STEEL BUILDINGS AND METAL ROOFING

READY TO BUILD
YOUR DREAMY?

With Mueller, you have access to a wide range of
high-quality steel buildings, residential metal roofing,
and components. From complex buildings to self-storage
units, from living spaces to backyard buildings, Mueller

manufactures our products to ensure years of reliability.

N

We invite you to see our many options at muellerinc.com,

then call or come by one of our 36 locations.

R R

\ \\\\\m\m T R,

AT Y Learn more at; www.muellerinc.com
877-2-MUELLER (877-268-3553]
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CURRENTS

Over the Moon

WANT TO SEE a total lunar eclipse?

The moon will pass through the darkest part of the Earth’s shadow
November 8, a phenomenon that will be visible in Texas wherever
skies are clear.

Check it out 2:01-7:58 a.m. It’s the last chance to see a total lunar
eclipse from Texas until March 14, 2025.

Edible Edifice

The Traditions Club near Texas A&M University holds the world
record for the largest gingerbread house, built in November
2013 in Bryan.

The brown gingerbread bricks lacquered in frosting required
1,800 pounds of butter, 7,200 eggs, 7,200 pounds of flour and
nearly 3,000 pounds of brown sugar.

All told, the house stacked up to be 60 feet long, 42 feet wide
and 10 feet tall. Oh, and it contained nearly 36 million calories.
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FINISH THIS
SENTENCE
IT'S BEEN SO
LONG SINCE I...

Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. Email your short responses
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or
comment on our Facebook post.
Include your co-op and town.

Below are some of the responses to
our September prompt: Rural life is ...

Seeing the dust rise a mile away
and knowing you better get the
laundry off the line and folded before

mother pulls into the driveway.

BARBARA TWEED
TRI-COUNTY EC
FORT WORTH

Seeing more tractors go by
your house than cars.

JOHN AND SHERRIE MOORE
BLUEBONNET EC
PAIGE

When you see every star in
the sky and you can hear
every sound that nothing makes.

COREY JACOB
PEDERNALES EC
DRIPPING SPRINGS

Knowing and helping your neighbor
even though he's acres away.

ROBERT LANKFORD
HOUSTON COUNTY EC
APPLE SPRINGS

Far from Walmart.

ANGEL GORKA
CECA
MAY

Visit our website to see more responses.

75 Years
of Insight

Meet the Press, the longest-
running program on American
TV, first aired November 6, 1947.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

ECLIPSE: PRIMOZ CIGLER | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. LOGAN: ALEX BRANDON | AP | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM. TREE: NASIDA STUDIO | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM



Landmark
Election

Edith Wilmans became the first woman
elected to the Texas Legislature when
Dallas County voters chose her 100 years
ago this month—November 7, 1922.

She served one term in the House and
then ran unsuccessfully for governor.

Make sure to cast your vote on Elec-
tion Day, November 8.

S-U-R-R-E-A-L

That's how San Antonio teen Harini

Logan, above, described winning the
2022 Scripps National Spelling Bee
in June.

Surreal could also describe Texans'
prowess at spelling. Three of the other
12 finalists call Texas home. And Logan
joins six other Texans who have won
outright or shared titles since 2014.

That includes three from the state
who were among the octo-champs in
2019—the only time eight contestants
were co-champs.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Dig This

NOVEMBER 4 is Arbor Day in Texas.

Your electric cooperative wants to keep you safe and your power on,
reminding you that regardless of where you’re planting, never dig with-
out first calling 811 to locate underground utilities.

Contests and More

ENTER CONTESTS AT & &

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM ﬁiﬂ
fa]

$500 RECIPE CONTEST
Incredible Eggs

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS
Land, Sea or Sky

WIN 2 NIGHTS IN FREDERICKSBURG
The prize package of a midweek get-
away in this charming Hill Country town
includes lodging, food and attractions.
Enter now to win.
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TAYLOR CALLERY

TCP TALK

Roll Call

“In 1959 my bus driver,
Mr. Wisely, gave me a
Standing Liberty quarter
when he saw me crying
over losing my Big
Chief tablet.”

DAN KING
LAMAR ELECTRIC
PARIS
Returning Home mammmmmmmmmmn Costly Payoff Landry's Followers
Iloved the article showcasing young This is a delicious Kirk Tidwell’s statement, “I AsItraveled around the
people returning to the family farm as burger [Homemade only get paid once ayear,and  country, I tried to schedule
entrepreneurs [Connecting With the Popper-Topped this is my payday right here,” trips to coincide with a
Land, September 2022]. I am in a similar 2;;92‘?“2 ’2“31”“ shook me [Prized Fibers, July ~ Cowboys game [The Most
. . . AN e .
circumstance with my rancher father in topper can also 2022]. 1 guess I have always Glorious Autumn, August
a San Saba nursing home. be tweaked into a known that farmers only get 2022]. I watched Coach
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generations, but I have lived all over th'_lr;gYhOt off the seeing it in writing made it every hotel lobby for almost
and find I, too, am a “weirdo.” Glad to grifl fum. so real. Farmers and others 30 minutes before he could
see I am not alone. MELINDA WOOD in agriculture should be the make it to the elevator.
. SASARAK .
I was also pleased to see the article VIA FACEBOOK most appreciated workforce
highlight how one family set up a busi- in this country. Bill "Cowboy” Lamza
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including LGBTQ and people of color, Roberta McLaughlin
to the area to camp. Heart of Texas EC
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Michelle Pollock
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E letters@TexasCoopPower.com
- Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
K ING Austin, TX 78701
MESA ) .
3 Please include your electric
e S - co-op and town. Letters may
E M A [ - ¥ . be edited for clarity and length.
P ol
< s - i
zﬂ- ST '}u W] 0©®00®Texas Co-op Power
TEXAS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES BOARD OF DIRECTORS TEXAS CO-OP POWER Volume 79, Number 5 (USPS 540-560). Texas Co-op Power is published
Chair Kelly Lankford, San Angelo ¢ Vice Chair Neil Hesse, Muenster monthly by Texas Electric Cooperatives. Periodical postage paid at Austin, TX, and at additional
Secretary-Treasurer Avan Irani, Robstown * Board Members Dale Ancell, Lubbock offices. TEC is the statewide association representing 75 electric cooperatives. Texas Co-op Power's

website is TexasCoopPower.com. Call (512) 454-0311 or email editor@TexasCoopPower.com.

SUBSCRIPTIONS Subscription price is $4.44 per year for individual members of subscribing
cooperatives and is paid from equity accruing to the member. If you are not a member of a sub-

Julie Parsley, Johnson City * Doug Turk, Livingston  Brandon Young, McGregor
PRESIDENT/CEO Mike Williams, Austin

COMMUNICATIONS & MEMBER SERVICES COMMITTEE scribing cooperative, you can purchase an annual subscription at the nonmember rate of $7.50.
Mike Ables, Bellville « Matt Bentke, Bastrop * Marty Haught, Burleson Co-op members: Please notify your co-op of address changes or other subscription requests.
Gary Miller, Bryan « Zac Perkins, Hooker, Oklahoma * John Ed Shinpaugh, Bonham POSTMASTER Send address changes to Texas Co-op Power (USPS 540-560), 1122 Colorado St.,
Rob Walker, Gilmer « Buff Whitten, Eldorado 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. Please enclose label from this copy of Texas Co-op Power showing

old address and key numbers.

ADVERTISING Contact Elaine Sproull at (512) 486-6251 or esproull@texas-ec.org for information
about purchasing display ad space in Texas Co-op Power and/or in our 26 sister publications in
other states. Advertisements in Texas Co-op Power are paid solicitations. The publisher neither

MAGAZINE STAFF
Vice President, Communications & Member Services Martin Bevins
Editor Chris Burrows * Associate Editor Tom Widlowski

Production Manager Karen Nejtek * Creative Manager Andy Doughty endorses nor guarantees in any manner any product or company included in this publication.
Advertising Manager Elaine Sproull COPYRIGHT All content © 2022 Texas Electric Cooperatives Inc. Al rights reserved. Reproduction
Communications Specialists Alex Dal Santo, Suzanne Featherston, Travis Hill, of this issue or any portion of it is expressly prohibited without written permission. Willie Wiredhand
Jessica Ridge ¢ Print Production Specialist Grace Fultz * Food Editor Megan Myers © 2022 National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

Digital Media Specialist Caytlyn Phillips * Senior Designer Jane Sharpe Texas Electric Cooperatives /. American

Proofreader Shannon Oelrich Aosone ey Coperaive KX : @i

6 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2022 TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



Bad to the Bone

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural
bone handle —now ONLY $79!

he very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and

function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but EXCLUSIVE
also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature. FREE
Ifyou’re on the hunt for a knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship Stauer® 8x21
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you're Compact
looking for. Binoculars
The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but SR [VERZ (1158
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The with purchase of

blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its Huntsman Blade
resistance to corrosion. :

The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the
natural world.

This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it
around here. We have mastered the hunt for the best
deal, and in turn pass the spoils on to our customers.

But we don’t stop there. While supplies last, we'll
include a pair of $99, 8x21 power compact, binoculars
and a genuine leather sheath FREE when you purchase
the Huntsman Blade.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the
knife in your hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the
impeccable craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days for a
complete refund of the item price.

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t last long. We
have only 1120 Huntsman Blades for this ad only.
Don’t let this beauty slip through your fingers. Call
today!

Huntsman Blade $249*
Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $170 BONUS! call today and

you’ll also receive this

1-800-333-2 045 genuine leather sheath!

Your Insider Offer Code: HUK859-01 ¥ R

Ba8
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. Rating of A+

Stauer@ 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK859-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWW.Stauer.com
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the

What Stauer Clients

listed original Stauer.com price. Are Saying About
Our Knives

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding

Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. “The feel of this knife

is unbelievable...this
is an incredibly fine
instrument.”

— H., Arvada, CO

* 12" overall length; 6 4" stainless steel full tang blade
¢ Genuine bone handle with brass hand guard & bolsters
¢ Includes genuine leather sheath

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®






BY MARK WANGRIN « PHOTOS BY SCOTT VAN OSDOL

Watc
Gran

THE MOST UNLIKELY TIKTOK INFLUENCER
in Texas lives in an old country house
behind a scattering of oak and hickory
off Highway 36 about 5 miles north of
Bellville, which is about the time it takes
to drink a beer, judging by the number
of empties Dawn Hodges usually finds
beside the roadway in front of her farm.
Quick-witted and flashing a smile be-
neath her piercing blue eyes, this Houston
native is 76 years old, not quite 5 feet tall,
uses glasses sparingly and can hear a
visitor knock on the back door from her
kitchen at the other end of the house.
We mention the kitchen because
that’s how we got here. Dawn cooks—
well. And she loves to share her recipes
on a social network most septuagenari-
ans are as likely to use as a skateboard.
“Idon’t have the big head,” says a
bemused Dawn. “I'm not feeding off it—
but I am enjoying it. I never thought
people would be so interested in watching a grandma cook.”
And yet, here she is, a TikTok star who has posted 173
videos and boasts more than 200,000 followers; her three-
minute video on how to make pickles has 1.9 million views.
At a follower’s request, she filmed a shorter video with her
17-year-old grandson, Caden, and his friend, sampling
the pickles, crunching loudly and looking happy. It got
166,800 views. Heck, a TikTok of her riding a tractor got
42,400 hits.
If there’s one thing about a grandmother being a TikTok
star that makes sense, it’s that Dawn loves to talk. A visitor
could come with 30 minutes’ worth of questions and leave

opposITE Dawn Hodges serves up a plate of
fresh-baked oatmeal chocolate chip cookies.
ABOVE Hamburger steak, as TikTok viewers
see it come together.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

She's a TikTok star whose down-home videos
have amassed a global following

four hours later with a notebook
full of scribbling and a belly full
of her delicious chocolate zucchini
cake. (Yes, her recipe is on TikToK.)

A question about her cooking
might lead to a yarn about Willie,
the ill-fated family pig. One about
how many critters she has on her
farm turns into a tale of Squeaky,
a sturdy, good-tempered feral cat
who likes to kill gophers and drag
them above an open door in her
garage, much to the dismay of her
two dogs—and anyone standing
there when the door comes down.

Outside the house, cobbled
together from homes and parts of
homes from the 1800s and filled
with antiques of the same period,
is the rest of the L-shaped, 95-acre
spread. There’s the potting shed, a garden, a log cabin and
an older structure surrounded by an overhanging porch
that served as a commercial kitchen when Dawn and her
late husband, Doug, gave a go at a business—a result of
her fame as the Pimento Cheese Queen of Bellville, a story
for another day—but now houses antiques and a refrigera-
tor she stocks with farm eggs that neighbors can stop by
and pick up on the honor system. Out back is the barn, a
chicken coop, pasture, pond and the home of her daughter,
Amy Owens.

Amy sparked Dawn’s TikTok adventure because she
wanted others to enjoy her mom’s prowess in the kitchen.

“Well, I've always wanted to do that,” Amy says, “because
she’s really good at telling people what to do. Anybody will
tell you that.”

And Dawn could always cook. Anybody will tell you that,
too.

NOVEMBER 2022 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 9
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FROM LEFT Millions of viewers like seeing what
Hodges is up to in her kitchen. Grandson Caden
Owens shows the simplicity of producing a TikTok
video. "l never thought people would be so inter-
ested in watching a grandma cook,” Hodges says.

n October 2020, Doug passed away. He spent 31 years

as an office and then business manager at San Bernard

Electric Cooperative before retiring in 2005, and he
slowly succumbed to dementia. “It was the worst time of
my life,” Dawn says.

Looking to lift her mother’s spirits, Amy suggested pro-
ducing videos for YouTube and later Facebook. Dawn admits
the videos were long and unfocused, but it was valuable
experience.

One evening about a year ago, Amy, Caden and Dawn were
eating supper when Caden said, “You should put them on
TikTok. That’s where the videos go crazy.”

So they posted a blackberry custard pie video, and it has
since gotten over 54,000 views. “And we’re like, whoa,”
Amy recalls.

Her fame took off from there, with Dawn getting to share
her passion with strangers all over the world.

“Idon’t care whether you believe it or not, but God puts
stuff on your heart,” she says. For her, that has almost always
been cooking.

As a child, Dawn spent summers on her Aunt Mary’s farm.
Mary was a superb cook, and Dawn was inspired. Dawn’s
mom “cooked because she had to,” so Dawn became the self-

10 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2022

taught family chef-in-residence.

Enter TikTok, where creators can make short videos,
ranging from a few seconds to up to 10 minutes, often set to
music and modified by filters. It skews young—almost half
its users are under 25.

After making its international debut four years ago, TikTok
has captured short attention spans among Americans. The
platform boasts 3.5 billion mobile app downloads worldwide.
It’s a popular platform for businesses, marketing and enter-
tainers trying to make it big and people who create memes,
attempt unusual challenges and generally try to go viral.

Dale Blasingame hates the expression. “I think marketers
use it too much,” says the assistant professor of practice
in the School of Journalism and Mass Communication at
Texas State University, where he specializes in social
media. “They promise everything will go viral. If you’re
producing consistently good content, you have a much
greater chance of something finally hitting than if you're
doing nothing but trying to go viral all the time.”

Which brings us back to Dawn. Blasingame can see why
she’s successful.

She looks different from many TikTok performers, he
says. She’s genuine, displaying a rare comfort level with the
platform, unlike many her age. Her videos have solid pro-
duction value (“Just me and my fancy Samsung phone,”
Amy says), aren’t overproduced and are clear, simple and
easy to understand.

And she’s typecast for her role.

“When you stop to think about who you trust with cooking

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



"This blows my mind.
| thought TikTok was

tips, she kind of fits
the exact bill, right?”

BlaSingalll;e Sf;YS- just a bunch of kids
“E 3 - -

SPeclatly when you jumping around and
think about the typical . "

TikTok uset, who's acting crazy.

probably between 15

and 30. She’s Grand-
mother’s age.”

Not much is known about the algorithm TikTok uses, but
one thing that’s obvious, Blasingame says, is that it’s equal
opportunity.

“The greatest aspect of TikTok’s algorithm is that you
don’t already need to be a celebrity, a superstar or a big
name or have a big following to become a shining star on
TikTok,” he says. “Unlike Facebook, Twitter or Instagram,
it’s the one platform where anyone, literally anyone, can
produce one piece of content that can catapult them to
tens of thousands, even a million, followers.”

That’s not lost on Dawn, who ponders the ridiculousness
of becoming a TikTok influencer.

“This blows my mind,” she says, shaking her head. “I
thought TikTok was just a bunch of kids jumping around
and acting crazy.”

She has also become aware of the flip side of TikTok
fame—the trolls. Commenters will rag on her for using
Velveeta instead of traditional cheese, for mentioning God
alot or any one of a dozen or more things.

“T had to almost ban a troll last night for just being tacky

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

because Mom used a packet of gravy on her hamburger
steak instead of making it homemade,” Amy says.

Dawn has her go-to reply for those instances: “I just re-
spond with a heart emoji.”

fans in Finland, Mexico, Canada, Germany and

France, to name a few, and some ask for recipe
substitutes when they can’t find some of the ingredients
she grows in her spacious garden. And then there’s the
Corpus Christi artist who created an oil painting of Dawn
in 80 minutes, recorded a time-lapse video of the process
and sent the TikTok to her.

She’s got a new fan, too. Blasingame, who became a veg-
etarian in May, still is intrigued by Dawn’s videos. There
are the biscuits and sweet potato casserole, of course, but
there are also memories of his own mother, who passed
away in 2021.

“She kind of even looks like my mom a bit; they have a
very similar hairdo,” he says sweetly. “When I watched her
videos, that was the first thing that popped into my mind.
My mom was a great cook.

“I'wish I had videos like this preserved in time, you know,
to try to remember all of her amazing recipes.”

Thanks to TikTok and Dawn Hodges, he kind of already
does. ®

T he rest of her followers bring her joy. She hears from
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High school anglers
get their hooks

into lucrative
tournament prizes
and exqeriences

{



STORY AND PHOTOS BY ERICH SCHLEGEL

How apout a
big fish tale?

Within the first few casts at the 6 a.m.
start of one of the biggest Texas high
school fishing tournaments this
year, Hunter Boren and Joe Fleming
hooked the biggest catches of the
day—within seconds of each other.
Captain and boat driver Mike Boren
had to scramble to figure out which
fish to net first.

“Mine weighed 7.95 pounds, and seconds later Joe caught
his that weighed 7.6 pounds,” Hunter Boren says. “Those first
few minutes were insane madness.”

With those fish, the Pearland High School seniors won
the Texas High School Bass Association’s Angler of the Year
tournament on Lake Conroe in June. Three weeks earlier, the
team scored nearly the same quick hits to finish seventh in
the THSBA State Championship on Belton Lake in Temple.

On the first day of the state championship—within min-
utes of the sunrise start—Fleming caught the first and
biggest fish of that day. The 5.81-pound bass jumped once,
then Fleming quickly wrangled it into the net, pumped his
fist and high-fived Hunter Boren.

The Angler of the Year event is the final tournament in the
THSBA circuit, which includes more than 50 tournaments.
According to Matt Tolnay, who heads operations for the series,
more than 3,100 anglers from 300 Texas schools compete
for more than a half-million dollars in scholarships.

Boren and Fleming each won $3,000 scholarships and
$1,000 gift cards from Academy Sports + Outdoors for win-
ning Angler of the Year. Because THSBA isn’t part of the
state’s University Interscholastic League, it can award prizes
and scholarships.

The THSBA is the largest fishing circuit for high school
anglers, but there are several smaller series, including Deep
East Texas High School Fishing, based at the Sam Rayburn

oPPOSITE Early positioning—4 a.m.— helped
Joe Fleming, left, and Hunter Boren land

30 pounds of bass and first-place trophies.
ABOVE Boat captain Mike Boren prepares

to net one of Fleming's bass.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Reservoir; the Central Texas High School Tournament
Trail; and Texas B.A.S.S. Nation, run by Bassmaster.

On THSBA tournament days, boat ramps are busy with
teams backing their crafts into a lake in the dark well before
dawn, their glowing red and green navigation lights reflect-
ing on the water. The tournament organizer gathers the
teams to announce the rules and time for weigh-in.

Then, as dawn’s colors creep into the sky, anglers stand
on their bows as the national anthem is played over a loud-
speaker. When the starting horn goes off, teams zoom off to
their first fishing spots, which they had identified in their
preparation for the day. Tournaments are typically won in
the first hour of fishing.

The rules are similar at most tournaments: one or two
anglers per boat, driven by a registered adult “captain”
(usually a parent). One- and two-day tournaments will
usually start at 6 a.m., with weigh-in starting mid-afternoon.
Anglers keep fish in live wells in their boats, then transfer
them into oxygenated water troughs using a perforated bag
for weigh-in. The heaviest bag of fish wins. The fish are
then released back into the lake.

Most tournaments hold a practice fishing day before the
competition begins, offering crucial preparation for com-
petitors learning a new lake. Experienced anglers will know
the fish patterns for that time of year—a serious advantage.
Another way to get a leg up: Rise early on tournament day.

“In the Angler of the Year tournament, we were in our
spot just after 4 a.m. and waited there to hold that spot
until we could start fishing at 6 a.m.,” Hunter Boren says.
“Fishing tournaments is competitive, but after weigh-in,
it gives you the opportunity to walk around and meet new
people from around the state.”

NOVEMBER 2022 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 13



More than 3,100 anglers
from 300 Texas schools
compete for more than
a half-million dollars in
scholarships.

STUDENT ANGLER
FEDERATION

Mark Hooker, coach for the high
school fishing teams from Mont-
gomery, north of Houston, calls his
program the most decorated in the
state. “This year we have 92 anglers
and are very competitive within our
own team,” he says.

That competitive spirit led one of
his teams to a historic national cham-
pionship.

Although most high school anglers
are boys, more and more girls are
getting out on lakes. Montgomery
anglers Fallon Clepper and Wyatt Ford,
students at Lake Creek High School
and members of MidSouth Electric
Cooperative, won the 2022 High School
Bass Fishing National Championship—
the top tournament in the U.S. for high
schoolers—in June at Pickwick Lake
near Florence, Alabama.

The team spent 11 days practicing at
the lake, researching fish patterns and
water levels. Their hard work paid off,
and Clepper became the first female
national champion. “We definitely
had our game on,” says Clepper, who
split the $10,000 cash prize with Ford. “My parents and
grandparents were jumping up and down and cheering at
the weigh-in.”

There’s big money to be made in professional bass fishing.
But these days, there’s another route for turning passion
for the sport into a career.

Tyler Anderson founded the Lake Travis High School fishing
team when he was a sophomore, finishing fourth at state his

senior year, in 2015. When he got to Texas A&M University,
hejoined the school’s fishing team and started expanding
a YouTube channel he started back in 2013. Nine years, 782
videos and a quarter-million subscribers later, Tyler’s Reel
Fishing boasts more than 32 million views, and Anderson
is able to make a living off his content and sponsorships.
“I'm pulling my new 2022 FXR21 Skeeter bass boat with
a Yamaha 250-horsepower engine and Native Slayer 10
kayak on my truck roof rack—all sponsors of mine,” Ander-
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son says over the phone as he drives to Michigan to film
smallmouth bass fishing. “I get paid by them and from
YouTube ads.”

Anderson, a Pedernales Electric Cooperative member,
helps pro anglers Alton Jones and Alton Jones Jr. of Lorena,
outside Waco, with their video content.

“I enjoy being outdoors with friends and family, making
memories,” Anderson says. “As soon as I realized I could
make a living fishing, I compared that to my friends’ jobs
and realized that I could make a career out of my passion
if Iworked as hard as I could.” @

ABoVE Wyatt Ford, left, and Fallon
Clepper teamed up to win the 2022
High School Bass Fishing National
Championship, making Clepper the
first girl to do so.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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Free Standard Shipping

ON TIER 1 ITEMS FOR ORDERS OVER $60

: A
CoLLin STREETBARERY

We've Been Featured in

NETFLIX

SouthernLiving ~ @he Dallas Morning News

CALL OR SCAN TO ORDER

. GUARANTEED Point your smartphone’s
' 7 800.292.7400 camera at the QR Code

Or visit collinstreet.com

*Free standard shipping on tier 1items for orders over $60, with Offer code 210331. For orders under $60 please add $9.95 per U.S. shipment. Not valid with other offers and orders previously placed. Offer expires December 10 2022.
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You don't have to go far to get the rich, sweet, succulent and buttery taste
of crabmeat on your plate. Look no further than the Lone Star State.
With 367 miles of pristine coastline, blue crabs are a shore thing

in Texas Gulf waters.
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Rick Gaskamp drives from Brenham to Houston every Monday through 412,000 miles, but as of early October it topped 414,000 miles. He
Friday. The self-employed carpenter works on high-end homes in the pulls out of his driveway at 5 a.m. for an approximately 80-mile trek,
city. The odometer on his 2013 Chevy Silverado, below, shows over and, if all goes as planned, he is home by 5 p.m.

On the roagds .
Commuting subsided during

the pandemic, but many

Bluebonnet-area drivers have

returned to the weekday trek.
Some of them never stopped.

Story by Sharon Jayson @ Photos by Laura Skelding
RICK GASKAMP is a Brenham native who loves his

hometown so much that rather than move, he’s spent the
past 21 years as a weekday commuter to Houston. He’s got
414,000 miles on his 2013 black pickup, which is just the
latest in a series of trucks and vans he’s driven to and from
work most weekdays.

Every Monday through Friday, the self-employed carpenter
hops in his Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD and drives some 80
miles to various job sites in the city, where he works on new T know what time to leave to get there before the traffic is
and remodeled multimillion-dollar properties for a home- bad,” he said, explaining that he can be at a job site by 6:15

. . am. if he leaves at 5 a.m.
builder. He earns more than he did when he worked closer to ™"«[c earned a Iot of shortcuts” said Gask amp, a Blucbon-

home. Each one-way trip takes an hour and 15 minutes, an  net Electric Cooperative member. “When I get halfway to

endurance stretch Gaska{np knows well from his thousands Houston, I listen to Houston traffic (radio reports). If there’s
of hours of experience. a wreck on the way I normally go, there are multiple ways to

He leaves home at 5 a.m. and returns 12 hours later. Continued on page 20
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Laura Fo ommutes from The Woodlands
neighborhood near Bastrop to Dell Seton
Medical Center in downtown Austin. Fohn

drive: iles each way.
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Commuting in & around
the Bluebonnet area

The U.S. Census Bureau’s most recent data is a five-year
estimate (2016-2020) of the number of workers com-
muting daily. The 2020 data skewed lower than normal
because of the pandemic’s impact on commuting.
County totals include areas outside Bluebonnet’s service
area. Travel is mean time, rounded.*

AUSTIN COUNTY
Commuters: 13,916
Travel time: 28 minutes
BASTROP COUNTY
Commuters: 37,595
Travel time: 35 minutes
BURLESON COUNTY
Commuters: 7,334
Travel time: 28 minutes
CALDWELL COUNTY
Commuters: 18,916
Travel time: 34 minutes
FAYETTE COUNTY
Commuters: 10,785
Travel time: 24 minutes
HAYS COUNTY
Commuters: 112,192

Travel time: 31 minutes

LEE COUNTY
Commuters: 7,911
Travel time: 30 minutes

EASTERN TRAVIS COUNTY

78653 ZIP code, includes Manor area
Commuters: 14,598
Travel Time: 30 minutes

78617 ZIP code, includes Del Valle area
Commuters: 13,577
Travel time: 32 minutes
78621 and 78747 ZIP codes,
includes parts of Bluebonnet service area
Commuters: 22,402
Travel time: 32 minutes, 34 minutes
WASHINGTON COUNTY
Commuters: 15,617
Travel time: 21 minutes
*Mean travel time is obtained by dividing the total number

of minutes by the number of workers 16 and older who did
not work at home. Most times are rounded.
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Continued from page 18

go around it.”

That is, unless he’s already on the road where the collision oc-
curred. “Sometimes you just got to wait,” he said.

The commuting culture had a major shakeup during the
COVID-19 pandemic shutdown and the rise of remote work. No
one knows if it will return to pre-pandemic levels. Today, nearly
60% of U.S. workers have the opportunity to work from home at
least one day a week, according to a 2022 report by McKinsey &
Company, a global consulting firm. Of those workers, 35% can
work from home five days a week, the report said.

That's all well and good for those who spend a lot of time at a desk
and in virtual meetings, but many Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative
members have jobs that require them to return to their workplaces.
Plus, steady growth and development in the region — and employ-
ers beckoning workers to come back — means plenty of commuters
are returning to Central Texas roads.

Before the pandemic, more than 80% of Texas workers drove to
their jobs alone, according to the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion. During the height of the pandemic, carpooling was discour-
aged to contain the virus spread.

Now;, along with more workers returning to the office as well as hy-
brid work schedules, experts say the nature of rush hour has changed,
with many doing errands at various hours rather than on the way to,
or from, work. The price of gasoline, and the inevitable wear and tear
on vehicles, also factors into today’s commuting choices.

In 2019, the average one-way travel time to work was at an
all-time high of 27.6 minutes, according to the U.S. Census. But
experts say the 2020 Census commuting data released this year is

BLUEBONNET.COOP



Meredith Brown picks up her son, Tate Brown,
4, along her commute on the way home from
work, above. Brown drops him off at his pre-
school on her way in to work. She commutes
from Luling to her job as assistant to the
executive director of housing and residential
life at Texas State University in San Marcos.
The 30-mile commute takes her about 45
minutes each way.

skewed by the pandemic, making a pre-COVID comparison unreli-
able.

“We just don't know what (commuting) is going to look like a
year or two or five from now,” said David Schrank, a senior research
scientist at the Texas A&M Transportation Institute in Bryan. “If
you put your 2019 hat on, we had a pretty good idea about what a
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday looked like if you were one of those
commuters. We spent decades getting to that point. All that got
undone in a year or two (by COVID) and now it’s going to take a
few years for that to settle in and figure out what that’s going to look
like.”

Legions of workers are redesigning their ways of working. Their
transportation decisions will depend on employment opportunities,
growth in their area, road construction or improvements, the avail-
ability of mass transit and carpooling, and, of course, remote-work
options. Bluebonnet members across the cooperative’s 3,800-square-
mile service area are making these decisions daily.

For Meredith Brown of Luling, the 45-minute drive to her job at
Texas State University in San Marcos means she’s on Texas 80 door-
to-door — unless there’s a problem.

“The other day, there was a wildfire and they had 80 blocked off;”
she said. But because she grew up in the area, Brown knew how to
use back roads to get to work.

Brown has been assistant to the executive director of housing and
residential life at Texas State since 2015, but she has commuted
from Luling only for a few months. She and her family moved from
family-owned property in another part of Caldwell County in mid-
July. Her commute used to be just 20 minutes. Now, with just one
lane in each direction on Texas 80 and three traffic lights, she can
drive the majority of the 30 miles to the office with a 65 mph speed

BLUEBONNET.COOP

limit until Martindale, 7 miles east of San Marcos. There, the speed
limit drops to 55 mph.

“Commuting doesn’t bother me,” Brown, a Bluebonnet mem-
ber, said. “It’s not bad for me — it’s not like I-10 or I-35 that have
massive traffic. Is not super congested.” She makes the drive in her
sturdy 2018 silver Ram 1500 pickup.

Brown’s youngest child attends preschool in Martindale, so they
leave their house about 6:15 a.m. She drops off her son about 15
minutes later, then works on campus from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
She picks up her son and they typically arrive home by 5:45 p.m.

Independent transportation research consultant Alan Pisarski, of
Falls Church, Virginia, has spent 35 years analyzing commuting,
Workers whose jobs involve ideas and information — a rapidly
growing portion of the workforce — can more readily work
remotely, he said. Also, many urban dwellers moved to the suburbs
during the height of the pandemic and are “much less interested in
coming back,” he said.

“Tt will be 2023 before I can say it's comparable to 2019,” he said.
Today, even the definition of a commute is unclear, Schrank, the
A&M research scientist, said. “The question is Are you a commuter
if you drive in one day a week?” Commuters used to be five-day-a-

week travelers,” he said.

Roads in parts of Bluebonnet’s service area are congested now, in
part, because of the jump in population over the past two years, said
William Frey, a census and demographics expert at the Brookings
Institution in Washington, D.C. In particular, he noted growth in
Bastrop and Caldwell counties.

That is no surprise to Jason Giulietti. Hes president of the Greater

Continued on page 22
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Buckling up for a long drive
to work? Just breathe.

By Denise Gamino

The grind of a daily commute to work can leave you
frazzled and a bit breathless.

Knowing how to calmly breathe through the stress can
be the best fix.

Slowing your breathing by making your exhalations
twice as long as your inhalations, for example, can
reduce commuting stress, according to health research.

“Slow breathing practices could transform the automo-
bile commute from a depleting, mindless activity into

a calming, mindful experience,” according to a 2018
study by Stanford University researchers and others.

The study, “Just Breathe: In-Car Interventions for
Guided Slow Breathing,” used voice-guided prompts
and vibrating seat and back cushions to remind drivers
to achieve slow, rhythmic breathing. But drivers really
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don’t need electronic prompts. Any driver at any time
can work to slow down their breathing just by length-
ening exhalations, such as inhaling to a count of 5,
holding briefly, and then exhaling to a count of 10.

And, working to keep your breath slow and steady in
traffic is a free exercise with big stress-management
benefits.

Here are other ways to stay safe and alert during long
commutes:

@ Concentrate on watching the road and keeping your
hands on the wheel. Never text or email while driving,
even if you can use voice commands only. Use the time
to stop working.

@ Do isometric exercises. Contract your abdominal
muscles by pulling the belly button inward toward your
spine and hold for 10 to 60 seconds. Or contract and
release thigh or calf muscles — don’t forget to breathe.

@ Change the angle or position of the driver’s seat
regularly so your spine isn't in the same position every
time you drive.

@ Expect unexpected road delays and eliminate wor-
ries about being late to work by leaving 15 minutes
early.

@ Try the occasional different route to or from work, if
an option is available, to relieve boredom. Knowing the
back roads and alternate routes can also be handy in
case of gridlock.

@ Listen to podcasts, and try ones about topics you
know little about. Change up what you listen to: Try
practicing a foreign language or exploring audiobooks.

@ Bring your own coffee or water, protein bars and
fruit for emergencies, and have backup power supplies
for your phone or flashlight.

@ Use a lumbar or seat cushion that provides support
and helps absorb road vibrations.

Sources: Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Healthline, Na-
tional Institutes of Health, Robert Half human resources
company, Self magazine
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San Marcos Partnership, an economic development nonprofit that
serves the City of San Marcos, as well as Hays and Caldwell coun-
ties, which he said are experiencing “exponential and record-setting
growth.”

Giulietti is a transplant, having moved to Texas from Connecticut
in early 2019.

“I live in New Braunfels,” he said. “When I look at my neighbors,
every person on my street is from another state.”

Besides residential development, fiscal 2021 set a record for his
organization, completing 14 new development project deals on the
heels of six the previous year. Six of the 14 projects are within the city
of San Marcos. A 1.1 million-square-foot Amazon facility opened
in November 2021, adding to already existing Amazon sites and
cementing Amazon as the largest employer in the San Marcos region.

“What we measure that drives the jobs and residents here is they
don't have to commute to an Austin or to a San Antonio for those
jobs,” Giulietti said. “The more we bring the jobs locally, the less they
have to commute.”

That’s not the case for Laura Fohn, a Bluebonnet member who
lives in The Woodlands neighborhood of Bastrop near Texas 21 and
Texas 71. She commutes 26.4 miles each way to Dell Seton Medical
Center at the University of Texas near downtown Austin.

“If I leave before 7 a.m., I (miss) the rush at Del Valle. Once you
cross over into Travis County, it gets kind of rough,” she said. For her
return home, she leaves work around 6 p.m.

Trouble spots on her route are mostly on Texas 71, at intersections
where traffic lights and construction are still clogging the road.

For her in-office hours as director of operations, Fohn said she
leaves home as eatly as she can to spend more time with her family
later. Although she said she works more than the 8-to-5 day, her aim
is not to waste time driving. Her morning commute takes about 45
minutes, and her drive home takes about an hour.

Traveling between 7-9 a.m. or 4-6 p.m. would take her an hour
each way, she said. “It depends on the day,” she said, “but I want to
get in early and not leave time sitting on the road.”

Although Fohn’s commute is the same distance as when she lived
in South Austin 10 years ago, Fohn said her travel time from Bastrop
is quicker. During the pandemic lockdown, she still had to be at her

Continued from page 21
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Laura Fohn drives a four-door Lexus SUV and says she uses the
commute time to make phone calls and listens to Bréne Brown
podcasts and audiobooks to help pass the time. In the photo below,
she holds her phone while parked. When driving, though, she uses
the car's hands-free voice prompt system.

office at the medical center every day.

“That’s when I knew what (a quicker commute) could be. I could
get home in 25 minutes.”

Two years ago, Fohn traded in her Toyota Sequoia SUV for a
smaller, four-door Lexus SUV. During her time in traffic, she “makes
a lot of phone calls” and listens to podcasts and books by popular
researcher and lecturer Brené Brown.

“I make it a positive since I know I can’t control the situation,” she
said. “I don't let it get me down, although it does sometimes.”

Margaret Gémez, the Travis County Commissioner for Precinct
4, has been in Del Valle for many years, and watched its growth and
development for decades.

“There is quite bit of commuting between Travis County and Bas-

trop County and Caldwell County,” she said. “Most of it is families

BLUEBONNET.COOP

Are you one of these kinds
of long-haul commuters?

The U.S. Census Bureau tracks commuting on roads
across America. It has designations for three types
of long-distance commuters. With the decrease

in long-distance work drives starting in 2020 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s likely the numbers
of these long-haul commuters has dropped. Still,
Central Texas drivers may find themselves in one of
these categories of far-distance trekking to work.

EXTREME COMMUTER

This is someone who travels 90 minutes or longer
to work, one way (that’s 3 hours a day of driving')

LONG-DISTANCE COMMUTER

A worker who travels 50 miles or farther to work,
one way, for a total of 100 miles driven every work-
day.

MEGA-COMMUTER

Let’s hope you’re not in this category. This is a
commuter who drives for 90 minutes or longer
and 50 miles or farther to work, each way, each
workday.

who have left Austin to get away from the high taxes and high cost
of living.”

She calls Del Valle “the last of the rural areas of Travis County.”

Go6mez said major projects in Del Valle, including the Circuit of
the Americas motor racing track and facilities — as well as Tesla’s
global headquarters and Gigafactory Texas — have fueled even more
development.

Manor in eastern Travis County has become a more affordable op-
tion than Austin, said Scott Dunlop, Manor’s development services
director. The city “is still a better value,” he said. “A majority of
respondents (to a 2016 survey by the City of Manor, conducted by
GrantWorks Inc.) said they moved here because of housing costs.”

More than half of respondents had lived in Manor five years or
less, and almost 70% said they commuted to Austin for work. Just
14% reported working in Manor.

An online City of Manor survey also conducted by GrantWorks
in summer 2021 for city planning into 2050 asked about the length
of residents’ one-way commutes. Almost 41% said it took 30 to 45
minutes to get to work; almost 28% said 15 to 30 minutes and 24%
said more than 45 minutes. Just 7% said less than 15 minutes.

Such short commutes are but a dream for Gaskamp, the carpenter
who drives to Houston five days a week. If he doesn't end his work-
day by 3:30 p.m. and get on the road within 10 minutes, he faces a
two-hour minimum commute home.

Each weekday morning, he tunes into Brenham radio for news
and music until he crosses the Brazos River, where he loses that sta-
tion and switches to radio news with Houston’s weather and traffic.
He knows if he left his home at 6 a.m., his journey would take two
hours rather than only 75 minutes when he leaves at 5 a.m.

It may sound like an extremely long commute to some folks, but
Gaskamp’s system is finely tuned.

“The alarm goes off at 4 and I hit snooze once or twice and get a
cup of coffee and pack my lunch,” Gaskamp said. “I'm so used to
my routine.” ll
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Christmas parades, events and dazzling
displays will light up Bluebonnet area nights.
Help us spread the good cheer.

By Sidni Carruthers
THERE’S A LOT TO LOVE about the

Christmas season in the Bluebonnet Electric
Cooperative service area. Start marking your
calendar with can’t-miss seasonal spectacles.
Keep an eye on our social media in late
November and throughout December

for information about holiday events and
activities — and impressive light displays —
across the Bluebonnet region.

This list is not comprehensive. Please tell
us about your community events or the best
neighborhood light displays in any of our
communities. See the “Christmas lights”
box for contact information.

BASTROP: The city’s River of Lights
display runs 6-9 p.m. daily, Nov. 24-Dec.
31, at Fisherman’s Park on Farm Street.
The annual Lost Pines Christmas Parade
will traverse Main Street from 6-8 p.m.,
Dec.10.

BRENHAM: In downtown Brenham you
can enjoy the Christmas Stroll starting at
6 p.m., Dec. 3, followed by The Story-
book Christmas Parade.

CALDWELL: Christmas on the Square
downtown is Dec. 10 and features holi-
day music, dancing and Santa.

ELGIN: The annual Holiday by the Tracks
& Hot Cocoa Stroll will be Dec. 3. There
are photos with Santa, shopping and the
lighted Christmas parade, which starts on
Main Street at 7 p.m. A live Nativity will
be in Veterans’ Memorial Park afterward.

GIDDINGS: The Christmas at Tejas lights
are a feast for the eyes. Organizers at
Tejas Camp and Retreat, 1038 Private
Road 2191 in Giddings, promise it will be
one of their biggest light displays yet. A
maximum of 500 people per night can
participate in three nights of activities,
5:30-10 p.m. Dec. 9-11. General admission
is $30; $45 for VIP admission, which
offers extra treats. Overnight stays are
also available Dec. 16-20. Get more
information at mytejas.org (search for
Christmas at Tejas.)

LOCKHART: A Christmas to Remem-
ber in Lockhart is the first weekend in
December. Activities start at 7 p.m., Dec.
2, with the Christmas tree lighting on the
town square; 9 am.-4 p.m., Dec. 3, there
will be activities downtown with vendor
booths and entertainment; at 7 p.m.,

the lighted Christmas parade will travel

Bastrop’s River of Lights brings holiday cheer to downtown from Thanksgiving until New Year’s
Eve. It is one of many displays across the Bluebonnet region. Photo courtesy of Visit Bastrop

Do you do it up big
with Christmas lights?

Do people come from miles
around just to see your house?
Perhaps your community has a

list of, or competition for, the best
lights display. Tell us about it! Send
pictures and information on where
your Bluebonnet neighbors can
find the most impressive home
displays to sidni.carruthers@
bluebonnet.coop. We will put a list
together and spread the word on
our social media.

down Market Street and loop around the
Caldwell County courthouse.

LULING: Cookies and Carols will kick
off holiday celebrations, 5-8 p.m.,
Dec. 2. The event will include a craft
market, Christmas tree voting, photos
with Santa, hayrides and more. This
also marks the start of the Yule Trail’s
more than 140 lighted holiday signs
downtown, which runs nightly Dec.
2-Jan. 6.

MANOR: Holidays in the Park returns to
Timmermann Park, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Dec.

24 TEXAS CO-OP POWER BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE November 2022

3, followed by a showing of “The Polar
Express” movie in the park at 7 p.m.
The festivities include an ice skating
rink, food trucks, vendors, train rides,
photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
inflatable figures and other activities.

ROUND TOP: The lighted Christmas
parade and Holiday Fun event is Dec.

3. Starting at 10 a.m., events include
holiday shopping, historical home tours,
activities on the square and the lighted
parade at 6:45 p.m.

SAN MARCOS: The Sights and Sounds
of Christmas Festival will be open

two weekends, Dec. 1-3 and Dec. 8-10,
along the San Marcos River. Activities
are 5:30-11 p.m. Along with lights and
music, there will be a carnival, arts and
crafts, photos with Santa and more. Ad-
mission is $5 nightly, $15 for a six-day
pass and free for kids 12 and younger.

SMITHVILLE: The annual Festival of
Lights and lighted parade on Main
Street is set for Dec. 3. Events start at
10 a.m. with a holiday market at the
Smithville Recreation Center, plus a
fest area just for the kids, a cornhole
tournament, live music and train rides.
The day’s events end at 9 p.m.

Information provided by city, chambers
of commerce and location websites;
event representatives.
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Share your family holiday recipes

It’s time to dust off grandmother’s old box of reci-
pes and whip up the family’s favorite traditional
dish for Thanksgiving, Christmas or New Year’s.

But before you start, share that recipe with all of
your Bluebonnet friends and family!

Submit your family’s most beloved holiday recipe
to sidni.carruthers@bluebonnet.coop or look for
requests on our social media posts. We’ll post
them on our website at bluebonnet.coop/
holiday-recipes. Want to start early? The first
recipe is there, for Mimi Delk’s Divine Divinity.

Q@
QT HIGH SCHOOL
s JUNIORS & SENIORS

See history.
Make history.

The Government-in-Action Youth Tour includes
a multiday trip to see Washington, D.C.,
I 35 well as visits to the Texas Capitol,
the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum
S and a $1,000 scholarship. P
e e v ! s

il
| i Tour dates:
June 11-19, 2023

= Application
~  deadline;
Jan. 20, 2023

For more information, go to
bluebonnet.coop/scholarships-youth-tour

BLUEBONNET NEWS

Thank you,
veterans

Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative
is grateful to have 16 employees
who are military veterans, and we
are proud to serve all veterans and
their families in our local communi-
ties. In addition to providing safe,
reliable and affordable electricity,
we care about the veterans in our
service area and strive to show our
appreciation through our actions
and ongoing commitment to them
and their families.

Bluebonnet employees who are
military veterans are:

Eric Cobb
Thomas Ellis
Michael Guajardo
John Horton
Brandon Johnson
Keith Knobloch
Stanley Lillian
Matthew McGarr
Ray Meyer, Jr.
George Miller
Harvey Schnell
Dior Smith
Ryan Smith
Jorge Varillas
Matthew Waltzer
Jeffrey Williams

We are thankful for the brave men
and women of the U.S. military
and the daily sacrifices they make
so that we can enjoy the freedoms
their service affords us.
Keep an eye on our social media
this Veterans Day as we continue
to recognize and honor
our nation’s veterans.

Bluebonnet offices will be closed Nov. 11
in observance of Veterans Day and Nov.
24-25 for the Thanksgiving holiday. If you
have a power outage, you can report it by
texting OUT to 85700 (to register, text
BBOUTAGE to that number), online at
bluebonnet.coop, via our mobile app or by
calling 800-949-4414. You can pay bills
any time online, on our mobile app or by
calling 800-842-7708 (select option 2 when
prompted).
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No INTEREST FOR

INSTALLATION & LABOR 60 MONTHS"
PLUS RECEIVE A *500 GAS CARD WITH PURCHASE-

UPGRADE YOUR OUTDATED BATHROOM /N AS LITTLE AS A DAY

* Low Maintenance ¢ Walk-in Tubs
5 Bathplanet * Easy to Clean « Accessibility Systems
* Replacement Showers * Factory Trained & Certified
¢« Replacement Tubs Installers
« Tub to Shower Conversions * Made in the USA
¢ Tub & Shower Combos

LRE:ODEL;”i:R‘_)I“P CALL NOW 800.364.2498
ocally owned and Fami

Opera¥ed for over 20 Yea‘:-s. oon P —— MILITARY DISCOUNT

Born, Bred and Based in Texas. 7 SENIORIDI SED0

NT
), FIRST RESPONDERS DISCOUNT
CONTRACTORS % HEALTHCARE WORKER DISCOUNT

Master Plumber « Mark Williams « License # 37134

*Free Installation - Labor is equal to 12% off the entire project. ~ASubject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 60 months. Payment example assumes $10,000 on your purchase window expiration
date with 60 amortized payments of $166.67. ~ Two (2) $250 Shell gift cards with purchase paperwork verification. ©2022 Zintex Remodeling. Expires 12/31/2022.



MARKETPLACE

All Metal Structures

Made in Texas

Custom Barndominiums/Metal Houses
Affordable » Low Maintenance * Energy Efficient

www.ddmbuildings.com

WD Metal Buildings

PERMA=ROOF:
P Southerm§Builders

Steel Mobile
[Fleme Rooiling

Hilgh¥energsyabillX

AT, Sl ReoMrtimbleX
Offering 5" reinforced concrete — ‘q Healen
slabs, erected metal buildings, OBILE HOME
overhead doors and more, all in one geg I;'OEVNIE ';

Turn Key Metal Building contract!

Visit www.WDMB2.com

Contact us at 800.633.8969
or roofover.com

TCP LowsCostiPole,Barns;

S BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES

Galll oy ouT est prisined Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums

TCP Hay/Horse Barns, Shops, Decks, Concrete Work and Pad Sites WE MAKE D REAMS co M E TRU E H
5 Prce Inctudes al abor and matalswih 4° st lnfored conrete siab withmalstur barfer,one
all Ron: . 2 e

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Mal‘l(etplace Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251
Across Town | Across Texas advertising@TexasCoopPower.com
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HELPING YOU PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST

TEXAS FARM BUREAU’
HEALTH PLANS

New, Affordable Health Care Coverage
Options for Texans!
v’ Individual and Family Plans
¥’ Dental and Vision Options
v’ Better Coverage
v’ Better Rates
v’ Better Service

For more information and to get a
quote, click or call today!

tfbhp.com
877.500.0140

SPECI.#I.. UFFEHTFOR P.IE‘H'GUSTOHEKSONL\' :
| Dept. 6XP442 D’FES Please send me the following: ¢

TIY | DESCRIPTION FRICE | TOTAL
56-Coin Collector’s Set {limit3) | 52995
Display Folder $4.95
Personalize my folder for $1.97 each (Reg. $3.95)°
1 Uncirculated Lincoln "Shisld” Cent | FRIEET
shipping | FREE!
ORDER MUST BE RECEIVED Sales Tax | FREE!
WITHIN 30 DAYS T

‘Write your perscnalization heve, limited to 30 characters including spaces.

_Now! Complete National Park
X Quarter Set Only $29.95!

3, . iy

b Don’t miss out! The final coin has been released and quantities are
limited for these Uncirculated Complete 56-Coin sets! The first coin
in this set was issued in 2010,

FREE = FREE Gift: Uncircubated

ACTUAL LETTERING WILL APPEAR DN ONE LINE,
Folder sold soparately, Ferwonalined items canrot be retomed,
1| Payment Method: O Check payable to Litdeton Coin Co.
: OVIsA O MasterCard O American Express O Discover

:Card L Exp. Date D:I / D:I

|| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | Shipping! Lincoln Shield Cent

I

I You'll also receive a handpicked trial selection

:Name of f:t.l:l:in.'l.l!iﬁg coins from our NnvOHiKa.!iun

I Coins-on-Approval Service, from which

:Ad:ie's-« Aptit you may punha\s‘ any or none of the coins

1 — return balance in 15 days = with option to

:l:il'y State T cancel at any time,

I

| E-Mail ¥ P Mail Coupon Today! ﬁ thtleton

I i o ; s " R

: Mai tor. I E; mﬁmﬁ g - For Faster Service Visit: Coin Company =
s ] Common s 5 '

: :jﬁglg;l-r;ﬁs&iaﬁsﬁ_ﬂn § Actual Size L|tt|etonCom.cornJ'5pecm|: Serving Collectors Since 1945
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Everything
Was Bigger ...

Lucky folks in modern-day Wyoming were Texans in 1845

BY W.F. STRONG * ILLUSTRATION BY TRACI DABERKO

TEXANS HAVE A kind of proverb that goes
like this: “Driving across Texas isn’t a trip;
it’sa damn career.”

Texas is big, no doubt about that. But
it used to be a lot bigger—by about one-
quarter.

When the Republic of Texas joined the
U.S. in 1845, Texas’ borders were dramat-
ically different. The northern boundary
stretched all the way up into what is today
southern Wyoming. The northernmost
town in Texas wasn’t Kerrick; it was Raw-
lins—some 1,400 miles from Brownsville.
A trip like that in 1845 would have been
measured in seasons, not days. “We’ll
leave in early spring and get there before

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

winter sets in.”

That slice of land was Texas’ original
panhandle, encompassing part of the
Rockies. They called that area the stove-
pipe because that’s what it looked like:
along skinny stovepipe jutting north-
ward. You can still find vestiges of Texas
up there. For instance, there’s a stream
in Wyoming named Texas Creek.

Texas used to include what is today
the panhandle of Oklahoma. That terri-
tory comprises three counties, one of
them still named Texas County. So some
Oklahomans still live in Texas—well,
Texas County, anyway. Today the north-
ern Texas border aligns with the latitude

FOOTNOTES IN TEXAS HISTORY

Listen as W.F.
Strong narrates this
story on our website.

G E
2

established in the Missouri Compromise
that restricted slavery to states south
of that line.

The southwestern corner of Kansas
was also originally Texas. That’s when
Dodge City was in Texas. Gunsmoke
always did seem like a Texas series. We
know that Marshal Matt Dillon was born
in San Antonio, and his father was a
Texas Ranger. It’s all coming together.

New Mexico used to be about half its
current size because Santa Fe, Taos and
all of the eastern part of the state were
Texas. In fact, Texas was so big in 1845
that if you had put a hinge on the north-
ernmost part and flipped it northward,
Brownsville would have been in North-
ern Canada, next to Hudson Bay.

So what happened to all our land? The
U.S. government bought it in 1850 for
$10 million. They bought our claims in
present-day Wyoming, Colorado, New
Mexico, Kansas and Oklahoma for what
amounted to 15 cents an acre. It may
seem like we sold out cheap. But that’s
$380 million in today’s money, and
Texas desperately needed the money.

Texas’ leaders had a state to build, but
the only true assets were land—and a
hardened people with unbreakable spir-
its. So we sold the land, paid off debts
and got a much more appealing shape—
one that fits nicely on T-shirts.

Even without all that land, we’re no
slouch of a state. You know if you’ve ever
driven it. We still measure distance in
time. We still feel like we're crossing an
enormous frontier when driving Interstate
10 through West Texas or Interstate 35
north and south. And this old Texas say-
ing is still valid: “The sun has riz, the sun
has set, and here we is in Texas yet.” @
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TCP KITCHEN

Holiday Sides

Tasty servings that just might take center stage

BY MEGAN MYERS, FOOD EDITOR

During the holidays, | gravitate toward the side dishes over any turkey
or ham. Rolls are always a must at my house, and these Cheesy Ranch
Rolls have become a family favorite. They're wonderfully soft with a
zesty flavor, and any leftovers are perfect for sandwiches the next day.
For a larger crowd, simply double the recipe.

Cheesy Ranch Rolls

2 cups flour, divided use, plus more
as needed

2 tablespoons sugar

2 tablespoons (1 packet) ranch
seasoning

2'/: teaspoons (1 packet) instant yeast

2 teaspoon salt

% cup milk

2 tablespoons (' stick) butter, plus
more for topping

1 cup shredded Gouda or cheddar
cheese

1.1n a bowl, combine 1 cup flour, sugar,
ranch seasoning, yeast and salt.

2. In a microwave-safe bowl or liquid
measuring cup, combine milk and butter.
Microwave in 15-second increments until
milk is warm to the touch but not hot.
Butter does not need to completely melt;
it will melt as you mix the dough.

3. Pour milk and butter into dry ingredi-
ents and mix well to combine. Add s cup
flour and shredded cheese and mix well.
Stir in remaining flour in increments, just
until dough forms into a ball. Scoop onto
a lightly floured surface and knead dough
6-8 minutes, until smooth and springy.
adding flour as needed to prevent stick-
ing. Shape into a ball, cover with a towel
and let rest 10 minutes.

4, Cut dough into 12 pieces and roll each
piece into a ball, then place in a greased
square baking dish. Cover again and let
rise 30 minutes. Meanwhile, preheat oven
to 375 degrees.

5. Once rolls have risen, bake 20-25 min-
utes, until golden brown. Let cool slightly,
then brush with melted butter and serve.

SERVES 12

Follow along with Megan Myers and her
adventures in the kitchen at stetted.com,
where she features a recipe for Brussels
Sprouts With Walnuts and Cranberries.




RECIPE PHOTOS: MEGAN MYERS. WINNER PHOTO: COURTESY MARIAN EVONIUK

Praline Sweet Potatoes

LANELL MCDANIEL
SAM HOUSTON EC

This easy sweet potato dish has a wonder-
fully crunchy crumble topping. It's equally
at home served as a side or dessert. You'll
need 2-3 pounds of sweet potatoes. Ex-
cess potatoes can be used to make sweet
potato waffles or pancakes.

POTATOES
3 cups cooked, mashed sweet
potatoes

5, i
1 cup brown sugar ok,

2 eggs, beaten

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

2 cup milk

2 cup (1 stick) melted butter

TOPPING

1 cup chopped pecans

2 cup brown sugar

3 cup flour

/3 cup (%5 stick) melted butter

1.POTATOES Preheat oven to 350
degrees and butter a 9-by-13-inch
baking dish. In a large bowl, combine
sweet potatoes with brown sugar,
eggs, vanilla, milk and butter. Pour
into prepared dish.

2.TOPPING Insmall bowl, combine
pecans, brown sugar and flour. Stirin
melted butter with a fork until a crumble
forms. Scatter evenly over the top of the
sweet potatoes.

3. Bake 30-40 minutes, until topping is
golden brown and crunchy.

SERVES 8

MORE RECIPES >

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 WINNER

Caramelized Onion
Potato Medley Gratin

MARIAN EVONIUK
PEDERNALES EC

Potato fans, this one is for
you! With three kinds of pota-
toes, caramelized onions and
a pop of dill, Evoniuk’s gratin
will have you reaching for
seconds and thirds.

SERVES 8-12

G %{f

2 tablespoons (/s stick) unsalted butter

2 large sweet onions, peeled and sliced

/s teaspoon pepper

12 teaspoons salt, divided use

2 large cloves garlic, minced

3 tablespoons chopped fresh dill

24 cups heavy cream, divided use

1 pound Yukon gold potatoes, peeled
and thinly sliced

1 pound sweet potatoes, peeled and
thinly sliced

1 pound red potatoes, peeled and
thinly sliced

272 cups shredded Gruyere cheese,
divided use

1 green onion, chopped, or 2
tablespoons chopped fresh chives

1. Set a 12-inch nonstick skillet over
medium heat and add butter, onion, pep-
per and 1 teaspoon salt, and cover. Cook
25-30 minutes, stirring occasionally,
until the onions are lightly caramelized.
Add garlic and dill and cook uncovered

1 minute more.

2. Pour in 2 cups heavy cream and bring
to a boil, then reduce heat to medium-low
and simmer 3-4 minutes, stirring, until
mixture is slightly thickened. Remove
from heat and set aside.

3. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat a
9-by-13-inch baking dish with butter and
set aside.

4. 1n a large mixing bowl, combine pota-
toes, remaining 2 teaspoon salt and

2 cups Gruyere. Pour in creamed onions
and mix well, then pour into the prepared
baking dish. Combine remaining "2 cup
cream and Y2 cup Gruyere in a small bowl
and spread over the top of the potatoes.

5. Cover with foil and bake 45 minutes,
then uncover and bake until golden brown
and bubbly, 30-45 minutes. Remove from
oven and let stand 10 minutes, then
garnish with chopped onion or chives
and serve.

$500 Recipe Contest

INCREDIBLE EGGS DUE NOVEMBER 10
Perfect for breakfast, lunch and dinner, eggs

make for a versatile main. What great dish do
you hatch? Submit your recipes on our web-
site by November 10 for a chance to win $500.

i
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Sweet Sour Red Cabbage

NANCY FILER
COSERV

Filer's family has been serving this dish
during the holidays for nearly 100 years,
and it's easy to see why. Tangy and lightly
sweet, it goes well with any of your
favorite main dishes.

1 head red cabbage, about 12 pounds
4 slices bacon, diced
2 cup packed brown sugar

2 tablespoons flour

2 cup water

4 cup white vinegar
1 teaspoon salt

/s teaspoon pepper

1. Shred cabbage and measure 5 cups.
Boil a large pot of water and add cabbage;
bring back to boil and boil 5 minutes.
Drain, transfer to a mixing bowl and set
aside.

2.In alarge sauté pan, fry diced bacon
over medium heat until crisp. Remove
and drain on paper towels.

3. Discard all but 1 tablespoon bacon
drippings. Return pan to medium heat
and whisk in brown sugar and flour, taking
care to break up any lumps. Whisk in
water, vinegar, salt and pepper. Cook,
stirring often, until the mixture thickens,
about 5 minutes.

4. Add the bacon and sauce to the cab-
bage, stirring gently to combine. Garnish
with extra fried bacon if you like.

SERVES 6-8

Fredericksburg

Getaway Contest

Enter online for a chance to win a two-night getaway in Fredericksburg,
including midweek lodging for two, dining and things to do.
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Planning

Makes Perfect

BY MEGAN MYERS

Wondering how much to serve at
your next gathering? Use these
guidelines when choosing dishes
for the big meal.

Meat: 6 ounces per person
(not including bones).

Appetizers: 6 pieces per person.
Potatoes: "> cup per person.

Stuffing and casseroles: "2 cup
per person.

Salad: 2 cups per person.
Vegetable sides: 1 cup per person.

Gravy and cranberry sauce: /2 cup
per person.

Rolls: 1-2 per person.

Keep in mind that as the number of
side dish options grows, guests will
likely eat less of each. Also, don't for-
get to plan for your favorite leftovers.

Enter Today

TexasCoopPower.com/contests

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



k ’(ﬂ HOLIDAY

GIFTeGUIDE

In the magazine and on TexasCoopPower.com, we make it easy to shop for friends and family.

2023 Texas
Cardinal Calendar

Enjoy a Beautiful New

Bird Every Month!

2006 Official Texas State
Artist George Boutwell's
2023 calendar features

12 watercolors of cardinals.
$12.50 each plus tax and
$3.50 shipping.

1-800-243-4316
gboutwell.com

Fudge and
Divinity for
the Holidays

The Best Fudge in Texas.

The Best Divinity in the World.
Bring back those childhood
memories of Christmas with
the sweet gift of fudge and
divinity from Holiday Farms.

holidayfarmscandy.com
etsy.com/shop/DivinitybyDave

Homegrown
Texas Pecans
and Pecan Treats

Berdoll's Has Been Family-
Owned for 43 Years.

We make delicious pecan pies,
chocolate pecans, honey-
glazed pecans and more! Visit
our squirrel, Ms. Pearl, at our
retail store or order online.

(512) 321-6157

COMES IN 4 COLORS AND 7 SIZES

Ideal Arm
Protection for
Any Activity

Helps Prevent Bruising and
Protects Those With Thin Skin!
Soft leather protective sleeves
help protect you from 100's

of injury-prone chores you do
at work, home, farm, or ranch.
Even has adjustable airflow!

(651) 492-4830

berdoll.com armchaps.com
The 2022 Texas Fresh “New Crop”
Capitol Ornament Pecans

"Welcome to Songfest”
celebrates the tradition of
music in Austin as well as the
diverse cultural traditions that
came together to form Texas.
Get 20% off orders over $100
with coupon code COOP20.

1-888-678-5556
texascapitolgiftshop.com

Pecans Are Our Passion!
New crop pecans, chocolate-
covered nuts, specialty

gift baskets, fudge, pecan
pies. Our very own specialty
roasted and salted pecans
and gifts galore!

325-356-3616
sorrellsfarms.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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HIT THE ROAD

Toe Tappin' in Turkey

Learn all about Bob Wills—the King of Western Swing—
in his Panhandle hometown

BY CHET GARNER

IF YOU ASK someone to name the king of music, they’ll likely mention

Elvis Presley (the King of Rock 'n’ Roll) or George Strait (the King of Country).

However, true students of music genres will give credit to the everlasting
King of Western Swing—Bob Wills. I took a trip to the Panhandle town of
Turkey to pay homage to the legacy of this Texas-sized king.

Days generally pass by quietly in Turkey, unless you're here on the last
Saturday in April, when thousands attend the Bob Wills Day celebration
and keep string-pickin’ circles going into the morning hours. I visited on
a normal Thursday afternoon and found the main drag nearly empty, save
for a few folks filling their bellies at Galvan’s Restaurant. After polishing
off a Mexican Platter No. 9, I scooted over to the old elementary school
that’s now the Bob Wills Community Center.

Iwasn’t too familiar with Wills other than a few of his hit tunes, like
San Antonio Rose and Bubbles in My Beer. But inside this museum, I
received a full-on education.

Wills spent much of his childhood in Turkey and began playing music
right out of the crib, as his father was a champion fiddle player. Over time,
Wills became enamored with musical styles that included jazz and blues.
By the early 1930s, he had formed the Texas Playboys and created a new
genre called Western swing, which blended all his favorite styles. It’s a
feat that landed Wills in both the Country Music and Rock & Roll halls
of fame.

The museum is full of artifacts and stories of Wills’ rise to stardom.
Visitors are sure to leave with a new appreciation for the King of
Western Swing—and a foot that won’t stop stomping. @

ABOVE Chet has fun fiddlin' around the
tranquil town of Turkey.

Chet tunes in to Turkey's pride and joy E‘ [

in his latest video on our website. Watch all .
his Texplorations on The Daytripper on PBS. A E
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COURTESY CHET GARNER

Know Before You Go

Call ahead or check an event's website
for scheduling details.

NOVEMBER

O 9 Harlingen [9-13] Rio Grande
Valley Birding Festival,
(209) 227-4823, rgvbf.org

/‘ /‘ Fort Worth Tarrant County
Veterans Day Parade,
tcvc@tcve.us,
fw2022parade.org

Lubbock Lubbock Sym-
phony Orchestra: Madam
Butterfly, (806) 792-8339,
buddyhollyhall.com

Victoria Golden Crescent
CASA Wine Pairing,

(361) 573-3734,
goldencrescentcasa.org

Salado [11-13] Scottish
Gathering and Highland
Games, (254) 947-5232,
saladomuseum.org

Ingram [11-Dec. 16]
ArtMart, (830) 367-5121,
hcaf.com

/‘ 2 Alvin Novemberfest,
alvinrotaryclub@gmail.com,
alvinrotary.org

Bastrop Red, White & Blue
Veterans Appreciation
Banquet, (330) 418-9164,
rwbveterans.com

Burton Big Star Texas
Night, (979) 251-4078,
burtontexas.org

Elgin Veterans Appreciation
Parade, (512) 281-5724,
etx150.com

Henderson Heritage Syrup
Festival, (903) 657-4303,
hendersontx.us

Kerrville Veterans Day
Car Show and Parade,
(830) 792-2580,
kerrvilletexascvb.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



/‘ 3 Pearland Country Music
Showcase, (281) 997-5970,
visitpearland.com

14

Brazoria Henry Smith
Day, (979) 345-3335,
brazoriahf.org

/‘ 5 New Braunfels [15-17]
Festival of Trees,
(830) 832-0089,
facebook.com/
festivaloftreesnb

/‘ 7 Temple Taste of the Holi-
days, altrusatemple.org

Palestine [17-20, 23-27,
Dec. 2-11, 16-Jan. 1] Walk
of Lights, (903) 723-3014,
visitpalestine.com

18

Bryan Lights On!,
(979) 721-95086,
destinationbryan.com

Alpine [18-19] Artwalk,
(210)218-1114,
artwalkalpine.com

Henderson [18-20]

The Magic of Christmas,
(903) 392-0691,
visithendersontx.com

New Braunfels [18-20]
Weihnachtsmarkt,

(830) 629-1572,
newbraunfelsweihnachts
markt.com

Ingram [18-19, 25-27, Dec.
2-4,9-11] A Christmas
Carol, (830) 367-5121,
hcaf.com

/‘ 9 Corpus Christi Wine
Festival, info@corpus
christiwinefestival.com,
corpuschristiwinefestival.com

MORE EVENTS >

Submit Your Event

We pick events for the magazine directly
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your
February event by December 1, and it just
might be featured in this calendar.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

WALK-IN TUB
CLEARANCE SALE

SAVE 33’00 THROUGH

Over 100 tubs in stock. Models may vary.
Call us today to find the perfect custom
solution for you. We service all of Texas.

Visit our showroom at 311 Kings Plaza in Granbury.

NOVEMBER 2022

R
BEST BUY WALK-IN TUBS

FEATURING "SEALTITE" TECHNOLOGY

i * CELEBRATING 18 YEARS x

GO®D
CUHTRACTI] 888-825-2362

bestbuywalkintubs.com

Gift Shop

Shop now

TexasCoopPower.com/shop

Texas Red Grapefruit
and Avocados

Always a Gift in Good Taste!
Orchard-fresh grapefruit and other
Texas products are all hand-selected,

carefully packed and shipped to be
delivered just in time for the holidays.

1-800-580-1900 | crockettfarms.com

wer  fams

Alwas o Giftin Good. Taste, Since. 1961
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Pick of the Month

Texas Word Wrangler

Book Festival

Giddings, November 18-19
(979) 542-2716
www.giddingspubliclibrary.org

Bookworms won't want to miss this
free festival featuring Texas author
talks and readings. When not speak-
ing, authors will sell their books and
sign autographs and be available
for pictures.

NOVEMBER EVENTS CONTINUED

19

27

20

Henderson A Very Merry
Market, (318) 780-0620,
kvne.com

Luling Grinchmas Arts
and Crafts Show,
(830) 875-0123, lulingcc.org

Boerne [19-20] Fall
Antique Show,
(830) 329-2870,
ci.boerne.tx.us

Fort Worth [19-20]
Funky Finds Holiday
Shopping Experience,
(903) 665-7954,
funkyfinds.com

Granbury [19-20] Winter
Wine Walk, (817) 488-6789,
crosstimberswinetrail.com

Wharton Christmas
Holiday Parade,
(979) 532-1862,
whartonchamber.com

Jefferson Christmas
Parade and Enchanted
Forest Tree Lighting,
(903) 665-3733,
visitjeffersontexas.com

Nacogdoches Wassail
Fest, (936) 559-2500,
nactx.us

San Angelo Santa's
Santa Fe Christmas,
(325) 486-2140,
sanangelorailway.org

DECEMBER

o

02

03

Cameron Christmas
Parade, (254) 697-4979,
cameron-tx.com

Kerrville Symphony of the
Hills: The Miracle of Christ-
mas, (830) 792-7469,
symphonyofthehills.org

La Grange Schmecken-
fest, (979) 968-3017,
visitlagrangetx.com

Tyler Rotary Clubs of
Tyler Christmas Parade,
(903) 593-6905,
visittyler.com

Paris [1-3] Texas BBQ
Blowout, (903) 784-2501,
cbabbg.com

Fredericksburg Light
the Night Christmas
Parade, (830) 997-5000,
fredericksburg-texas.com

Brenham [2-3] Christmas
Stroll & Lighted Parade,
(979) 337-7580,
jingle.cityofbrenham.org

Bowie Fantasy of Lights
Christmas Festival

and Lighted Parade,
(940) 872-6246,
cityofbowietx.com

Fredericksburg Kinder-
fest, (830) 990-8441,
pioneermuseum.org

Round Top Houston
Masterworks Chorus,
(979) 249-3129,
festivalhill.org

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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Aerials

1 JIM BLAKE
COLEMAN COUNTY EC

Springtime over Trickham, taken with
a Typhoon H drone.

2 ROY O'REAR

TRI-COUNTY EC

“Interference patterns in the waves
made by a boat on Lake Arrowhead
near Wichita Falls.”

3 MIKE ZARELLA

PEDERNALES EC

"A hawk's-eye view of the Pedernales
River in Blanco County before the
current drought.”

4 MIKE PRESTIGIACOMO

BARTLETT EC

Palo Duro Canyon State Park.

FOCUS ON TEXAS

We're flipping over the bird's-eye view these reader
photos offer. Come along as they soar to capture the
beauty of the Lone Star State.

CURATED BY GRACE FULTZ

Upcoming Contests

pue Nov 10 Land, Sea or SKy EL3E
pue pec 10 Riding the River %
pue Jan 10 Taking Flight [=:

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.

See Focus on Texas on our website for more
Aerials photos from readers.
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OBSERVATIONS

The Arable Twos

Thankfulness and hope for a toddler's
trials and travails on the farm

BY MARTHA DEERINGER
ILLUSTRATION BY
CHANELLE NIBBELINK

38 TEXAS CO-OP POWER NOVEMBER 2022

MY GREAT-GRANDSON, Waylon, is 2

and carries all the baggage that that
designation suggests. His temper tan-
trums are epic, but he also finds joy in
everyday things and loves with his whole
heart—except when his little sister wants
to play with his toy tractors and trucks.
“Look!” and “Wow!” are his favorite ex-
pressions, although I fear that someday
soon the dreaded “No!” will find its way
onto this list.

But when I watch carefully, I can al-
ready see roots sinking into the earth
beneath his constantly moving (and
usually grubby) feet.

Waylon is a fourth-generation Texas
farm boy finding his place among the
hay fields and rocky cow pastures of his
Coryell County home. When he hears the
rattley roar of a diesel engine starting up,

he runs toward it as if the possibility of
Grandpa or Uncle Justin leaving the
machine shed on a tractor without him
might mark the end of the world. When
the mad dash works and I see his red
hoodie perched on Grandpa’s lap inside
the cab of that big green tractor, I know
he is in 2-year-old heaven. I can still hear
the echo of our son’s excited voice when
he was that age, yelling for a yank on the
throttle: “Pull the smoker, Daddy!”

It’s not just the boys. My daughter,
an elementary school librarian, can still
drive a hay truck with the best of them,
and granddaughter Hannah, helping
scoop silage into a cow trough at the age
of 8, once leaned on her shovel and an-
nounced, “You know, I may run this
place someday.”

Waylon has already watched a calf
being born. He has learned to be quiet
so the livestock won’t be disturbed. He
has checked cows in the pasture from
Grandpa’s lap on the seat of the Kawa-
saki all-terrain vehicle, and he’s learning
to count calves (although so far, he’s not
very reliable beyond six).

This is how farm kids learn who they
are and find their places in the world.
They pick tomatoes and squash in the
garden and see firsthand where their
food comes from, feed and water live-
stock, and drop fresh eggs in the dirt
on the way to the kitchen. Waylon has
stepped on stickers, stirred up fire ants
and been knocked down by the new Lab
puppy, but none of these experiences
discourage him from his never-ending
quest to be outdoors.

Waylon may grow up to be an electri-
cian or a brain surgeon, but right now he
is developing a respect—perhaps even a
love—for the land that feeds us. I hope
that will last a lifetime. @
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ECHARGEABLE
Digital Hearing Aid

How can a rechargeable
hearing aid that costs

only $14999 he every bit as good in year
as one that sells for $2,400 or more? — Don W., Sherman, TX

The answer: Although tremendous strides CHARGE ~mnveit AND GO A oay
N

have been made in Hearing Aid Technology,
those cost reductions have not been passed NEVER

t . Until
e earing uses the same Kind o A BATTERY

technology incorporated into hearing aids that cost
thousands more at a small fraction of the price. AGAIN!

Over 800,000 satisfied MDHearing customers agree: | Carrying case is alsoc the charger
High-quality, digital, FDA-registered rechargeable
hearing aids don’t have to cost a fortune. The fact is,
you don’t need to spend thousands for a hearing aid. =~ If you are not completely satisfied with
The MDHearing VOLT is a medical-grade, digital, = Jouf 42‘*?12;3 %EZFrﬁtLuLn:mtthle
rechargeable hearing aid offering sophistication :
and high performance; and works right out of

the box with no time-consuming “adjustment” 1 '800'71 0'9951

appointments. You can contact a licensed www.MDVolt.com
hearing specialist conveniently online or by
phone — even after your purchase at no cost. Use Code 0232

No other company provides such extensive support.

Now that you know...why pay more? and get FREE Shlpplng
MDHea ringm 1A(+BBB Proudly designed in

rating for | America and supported ==
DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED 10+ years by US audiologists




. Save ABundle S 300 ST,
sSh OnTVAndInternet! = %or.c. fddlntemet

Tuned InTo lE'E'-I Sk784 9012 345&

4000

Gift Card mie 0L/25 -
T VISA
Same Bill. Same Price. $ : ‘

Every Month. For 2 Years. 69 “Y | ADD BLAZING-FAST

Local News Sports Entertainment I NTE R N ETI
Saw oN[f e ESFT D dew @ o

® «vsnec [Hl @ va @D No Matter Where You Live!

O~ NeWSmaxv =sriz @ A% PM@' W$40

It's ALL Included with DISH!  towsst. ™ W ¥

«” Includes 2 Year Price Lock «” Now with Unlimited Data!
« Includes 190 Channels with Locals ¥/ Speeds from 25Mbps -1 Gbps
«” Includes Hopper Smart HD DVR V¥ Available Nationwide!

Requires internet connected Hopper

 Includes Home Service + Streaming <L
«” Includes Free Installation sievices]
«” Includes FREE Premium Channels

After 3 mos. you will be billed $30/mo. unless you call to cancel

4 Includes HD Programming

These Exclusive Extras Are Included!

FREE Streaming on 5 Devices Smart Remote vy/ Voice Your Favorite Apps in One Place!
with DISH Anywhere App and Google Assistant
NETFL|X pandora

‘ § Hey Google
([ J g
Tune to ESPN |H|l1‘|“VIdeo Y[]u

ted Hopy

Save up to
$20/mo.*

$ off discount offers vary by service
address. TV s e not required for
Internet. Spe nd prices vary by
provider. Call for details or visit
u)(hsh com/internet

ntemet-connected or Wally

Netflix and Ama;

treaming memberships required. YouTube

[ ]
iSe Habla Espafiol!  sodish.com/pricelock Q, 1-866-290-71 51 diSh
Mon-Fri: 7am-10pm -« Sat: 7am-9pm -« Sun: 10am-7pm Central Time Authorized Retailer

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions:

Advertised price requires credit qualification, 24-month commitment, and eAutoPay. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 11/16/22. 2-Year
Commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $69.99 advertised price: America's Top 120 programming package, local channels,

HD service fees, and Hopper Duo Smart DVR for 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($79.99 for AT120+, $89.99 for AT200, $99.99 for AT250), monthly
fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15). Regional Sports: RSN Surcharge up to $3/mo. applies to AT120+ and higher
packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH
Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for Showtime, Starz, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel. Remote: The DISH Voice
Remote with the Google Assistant requires internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature. The Google Assistant Smart Home features require
Google account and compatible devices. Google is a trademark of Google LLC. Other: Netflix streaming membership required. All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees
notincluded in price lock are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos,, if selected, you will be billed $10.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices
for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. Indiana C.PD Reg. No. - 19-08615. ©2021 GoDISH.com. All rights reserved.
Internet speeds, prices, and providers vary by customer address. $40 price refers to widely available plan from multiple providers. Restrictions apply. Nationwide availability of 25 Mbps plan is subject to
change without notice. The application of “Unlimited Data with no Hard Data Limits” varies by provider, but commonly means that your access to the internet will not be stopped by going over a data limit,
but that speeds may be lowered. Call for details. Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.





